
Memo (Agenda April 2018 - Appendix A) 

To: Parish Councillors 

c.c: Nigel Jupp (County Councillor) & Toni Bradnum (District Councillor) 

From: Sarah Hall 

Date: 9th March 2018 (Weeks commencing 19th February & 5th March 2018) 

Re: COUNCILLORS’ BRIEFING NOTE 

 
I have outlined below a number of recent developments for your information. 

(1) Planning Applications Issued  

Number  Applicant & Reason  

DISC/18/0019 
28/02/2018 

Approval of details reserved by conditions 6, 9 and 13 on 
DC/15/1946 
Denton Homes Development Site, Coolhurst Close, Monks Gate 

 

DC/18/0494 
08/03/2018 

Variation of condition 1 to previously permitted application 
DC/18/0219. Replacement of floor plans for plots 1-4. 
Land opposite the Dun Horse, Brighton Road, Mannings Heath 

 

   

   

 
 (2) Correspondence 

Document  

Early Warning Notice Temporary Traffic Regulation Order Nuthurst Road 
Email dated 21st February 2018, from SUstreetworks@westsussex.gov.uk 
 

Road Name Nuthurst Street 

Village / Town / 
Parish 

Nuthurst 

Specific 
Location 

From junction of Park Lane to junction of Harriots Close with 
works from junction of Park Lane to junction North of the  
property “Pipers”. 

Type of TTRO Road Closure 

Reason for 
TTRO 

Clearance of overhanging branches 

Proposed start 
date/Time 

Date 30/04/2018 Time 08:00 
 

Proposed End 
date/Time 

Date 4/05/2018 Time 18:00 
 

The restriction 
will be effective 

Day-time only from 08:00  to 18:00  

Diversion route 
(if applicable) 

Nuthurst Street, Nuthurst Road, Brighton Road,  Horsham  
Road, Station Road, Maplehurst Road 

Access 
arrangements 

Banksman will be stationed at the intersection of road 
closure at all times for the duration of the works. 

Applicant name Jon Davis on behalf of PHB Contractors Ltd 

Applicant 
contact tel 
number 

07764 413282 

 

For 
information 

mailto:SUstreetworks@westsussex.gov.uk


RAF Centenary Tea Party 5th April 2018 
Email dated 27th February 2018, from armedforces@westsussex.gov.uk 
  

RAF Centenary Event Military Memories Tea Party 
Thursday 5th April 2018, 2.30pm – 4pm 

 (includes tea/coffee & biscuits) 
 

CRAWLEY LIBRARY, Southgate Avenue, RH10 6HG  
 

Military Memories Tea Party is a free event open to all RAF veterans, their 
families and anyone who has an interest in the RAF. The event will invite those 

who come, to talk about their military experience and celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the RAF.  

 
We have a limited number of spaces, if you’d like to come please contact us, 
mentioning whether anyone will accompany you, and if you have any access 
needs:  
 
Phone: 0330 22 23883, Email: ArmedForces@westsussex.gov.uk 
 
By letter: West Sussex County Council, FAO Sally Manning, Parish & Town 
Councils and Local Governance Team, Room 237, County Hall, West Street, 
Chichester PO19 1RQ  

For 
information 

Velo South 2018 - Cycle Event 
Email dated 21st February 2018, from Heather Pepper HDC 
 
EVENT NOTIFICATION – VELO SOUTH 2018  
  
On Sunday 23 September, the inaugural Vélo South, a major 100-mile closed 
road sportive, will welcome 15,000 cyclists to the districts of Horsham and 
Chichester, and West Sussex County. Setting off from Goodwood Motor Circuit, 
cyclists will head out on a picturesque route through West Sussex showcasing the 
beauty of our local villages and countryside. The event promises to be one of the 
UK’s biggest cycling events and is an excellent opportunity to promote Horsham 
and the surrounding areas to visitors, encourage cycling and embrace a new and 
exciting event.  
  
In line with the objectives of West Sussex County Council and Horsham and 
Chichester District Councils, Vélo South aims to inspire more people to cycle by 
encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle and in turn making the local area 
healthier, greener, safer and less congested.   
  
Vélo South will be an opportunity to showcase Horsham and its surrounding areas 
in the run up to, during and after the event. Vélo South is anticipated to be a great 
spectacle for local people and an opportunity for communities to support friends 
and family and engage with the event and activations in the local area.  
  
The weekend also provides a platform for charities to raise money for good 
causes. Vélo South currently has Alzheimer’s Society confirmed as a principle 
charity partner for 2018 and similar events have raised over £2 million pounds for 
charity.    
  
The organisers have been working closely with Horsham District Council, as well 
as West Sussex County Council and Chichester District Council, to confirm the 
route and ensure a successful event for both the participants and local 
communities and will continue to do so as planning progresses.   
  
More detailed information on the event and the road closures will be shared in due 
course. Overleaf you can find a map which outlines the direction and area of the 
route together with answers to some common questions around the planning of 

For 
information 



the event.  A public announcement of these details will be released by the 
organisers in local and national media on Friday 23 February. 
   
Frequently asked questions 
  
Why are road closures required? Due to the large number of people participating 
in Vélo South it is necessary to implement road closures across the entirety of the 
route to facilitate the safe passage of participants and the safety of residents and 
businesses. Road closures are enforced and removed in sections which 
minimises the length of time the roads are closed.   
  
Who authorises the event and route? The route has been carefully considered 
and selected in conjunction with local authorities, emergency services, transport 
operators and the organisers. The route is subject to West Sussex County Council 
permits and the scrutiny of Horsham District Council.    
  
How will local people be informed of the event? A number of methods will be used 
to inform local businesses and residents, including information leaflets delivered 
directly to addresses in the affected areas.   
  
This will be supported through local press, social media and information and 
reminders sent out by event partners. In time, a spectator guide, access 
information, interactive maps and travel advice will be available on 
www.velosouth.com. Additionally, the dedicated Vélo South Route team can be 
contacted via email to assist with any queries.   
  
Road signs will be put up in advance of the event to warn people of the road 
closures and serve as a final reminder.    
  
How can local businesses, Parish Councils and residents get involved in the 
event? The organisers encourage local communities, businesses and residents to 
get involved with Vélo South and spectate at the event to support their families, 
friends and other participants who are cycling. There will also be opportunities to 
volunteer at the event.  
  
The organisers will share more information on opportunities to get involved in due 
course.  
  
What happens next? This notification shares the initial event details and a route 
outline. As planning progresses the organisers will share with you further detail 
and information for your consideration and feedback.   
  
It is a priority for the event organisers to ensure that local communities, 
businesses and residents are made aware of the event and are given the 
resources to plan ahead and get involved.  
  
Contact The organisers will share further details of the event in due course. 
Information is also available on www.velosouth.com.   
  
If you have any immediate questions please contact the Vélo South Route team.   
Email: route@velosouth.com  
  
Please also find further correspondence re this event to follow: 
 
Dear Ian, 
 
Thank you for your email, which I will circulate to my parish councillors.  
 
You are quite right that there is an underlying surge in residents’ frustration 
regarding cycling events. This is certainly true in Plaistow and Ifold parish. During 



certain times of the year, our villages and narrow country lanes are turned into 
race tracks, with the ever-increasing frequency of sportives being the major 
problem. Residents are increasingly being verbally abused by cyclists and 
marshals and we’ve also experienced a couple of injuries. Once they’ve finished 
using our village as a race track, we’re then left to pick their rubbish out of our 
hedgerows.  
 
Cycling organisations have a strong voice and are keen lobbyists. I agree that the 
voice of residents also needs to be heard. 
 
Kind regards, Beverley, Ifold & Plaistow Clerk 
 
Dear Parish Councils on cc: The email below is intended as supporting context to 
any briefing received concerning the forthcoming Velo South event. I politely 
request that both the information and sentiment in this email be distributed and 
communicated to parish councillors. Equally I encourage the topic of Velo South 
road closures to be added to any forthcoming parish council meeting 
agendas.  The delivery of Velo South proposes a significant disruption to our 
communities, the full effect of which has not been communicated to residents and 
isn't intended to be communicated to residents until it is too late for those affected 
to have their say. Please advise any parishioners that may or may not be affected 
by this event to stay vigilant for TTRO applications on council websites made by 
CSM Active, or Velo South (that are currently being applied for) to ensure that any 
concerns are raised NOW. The mechanism to voice concerns can be found 
here:  https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/traffic-regulation-
orders/about-tros/comment-on-a-tro/  
 
I urge parish councils to lobby and petition organisers and stakeholders to 
reconsider the proposed event in it's current design and format to prevent county-
wide disruption. 
______________ 
 
Members of the press: This email is intended as an alternative briefing to press 
releases published by CSM Active and associated councils regarding Velo 
South.  I encourage you to challenge both the associated councils and CSM 
publicly to ensure proper engagement, rigorous planning and accountability to 
avoid a repeat of the chaos created by Velo Birmingham in our county. 
______________ 
 
 
Dear Ali and Alicia, (key stakeholders, parish councils and members of the press 
cc'd) 
 
Having spoken with yourselves and many of the main operational stakeholders 
regarding the forthcoming cycling event, Velo South, I wish to raise a number of 
points that I feel urgently require greater transparency. 
 
Briefing for those not aware: CSM Sport & Entertainment LLP (CSM Active) is 
bringing a cycling event to West Sussex under the name Velo South. Velo South 
is advertised as a cycling road race hosting 15,000 riders on 100 miles of closed 
roads in West Sussex on 23rd September 2018.  
 
Velo South is the sequel to Velo Birmingham, a cycling event of the same scale, 
15,000 riders, that caused widespread disruption to residents of Birmingham and 
surrounding villages in 2017, resulting in acts of sabotage by local residents 
following complaints of a lack of sufficient consultation. Subsequently Velo 
Birmingham has not been allowed to return in 2018. 
 
Press coverage: https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-
news/controversial-velo-birmingham-cycle-ride-14229058 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/traffic-regulation-orders/about-tros/comment-on-a-tro/
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/traffic-regulation-orders/about-tros/comment-on-a-tro/
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/controversial-velo-birmingham-cycle-ride-14229058
https://www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/whats-on-news/controversial-velo-birmingham-cycle-ride-14229058


 
I raise the following points: 
 
1. Have the lessons from Velo Birmingham been learnt? 
 
I observe a distinct void between the publicity materials you've distributed 
promoting Velo South and what you're actually permitted to deliver.  I also 
observe that you currently do not have permission to close 100 miles of roads, as 
per the route advertised, and operational and logistical sign off is still subject to 
approval at council level. I also observe that there has been no engagement with 
residents due to be affected by the proposed road closures.   
 
With the support of a small working group within West Sussex County Council, 
Horsham District Council and Chichester District Council and a top level 
agreement, Velo South has already delivered multiple launch events, emails and 
social media posts selling the 100 mile closed road route event without a single 
nod to residents, or logistical approval at a council level. Quite simply, it's false 
advertising and a repeat of the strategy seen with Velo Birmingham - sign up 
riders first, ensure the commercial interests of the event are prioritised and then 
field enquiries from communities and residents at the point of no return. 
 
Questions that I have put to Velo South concerning the proposed route and 
logistics have so far resulted in unclear answers. No resident liaison plans, no 
clear logistics plans, contingency plans, maintenance schedules, marshalling, or 
clear up plans have been communicated - yet I believe tickets are sold out and I 
believe TTRO applications are underway.  If this is the case then there must be 
plans in place?  Why are these not being communicated and why are residents 
not being consulted? 
 
Given the media coverage of the disruption in Birmingham, I ask the question - If 
the city of Birmingham with comprehensive infrastructure cannot deliver this event 
successfully, then how are the country lanes connecting the rural communities of 
West Sussex supposed to? In our local area a fallen tree, or something as tragic 
as a road traffic accident can cause huge detours (closing a 50 metre stretch of 
road for essential re-surfacing work caused us a 45min detour recently) and if you 
close some of the roads as currently advertised, there is simply no way around - 
even pedestrian access will be impossible on narrow country roads with no 
pavements. 
 
According to council policy when applying for TTROs the following terms must be 
considered: 
 
"For restrictions involving closures and prohibited movements you will need to 
think about access for pedestrians and emergency vehicles, and access to 
properties within the proposed restriction. You will need to provide details of 
access arrangements on the form. Vehicular access to properties adjacent to a 
highway may not be prohibited for any more than 8 hours in any period of 24 
hours and it is compulsory that emergency services can gain access to all 
properties within the restricted length at all times."  
 

• Applicants are required to undertake advance public notification, such as a 
letter drop, to affected parties advising them of the proposed works or 
event.This will include, but not necessarily be limited to:  

• all properties (residents and businesses) fronting the highway affected  

• bus companies using the affected road and any diversion routes  

• police, fire and ambulance services  
 

This has simply not been the case to date, (perhaps excluding some liaison with 
emergency services) and I therefore ask you to remove all advertising of the route 
until due process is complete and feasibility studies have been shared to reassure 



local residents on matters such as mobility, health and safety and access. 
 
2. What benefits will be seen by the region through an event of this format? 
 
Many of the local villages already endure a multitude of unregulated cycle club 
events and the activity of cycling is strongly represented in the county. Indeed 
other large cycling road races that will be held in West Sussex this summer 
include the Sussex Gran Fondo, Ups and Downs, Haywards Heath Howler, South 
Downs Epic, Orro Sussex Downs Classic, South Downs 100, Fallen Leaves, to 
mention a few. I believe the Orro Sussex Downs Classic occurs just two weeks 
before the proposed date for Velo South.  This also doesn't include the weekly 
training rides hosted by some of the 24 cycling clubs that are in the county, or 
indeed visiting cyclists. I can assure you that there are plenty of cycling 
opportunities offered within the county without this event and I observe an 
underlying surge in resident's frustration with road dominance and poor etiquette. 
 
Velo South is being run by CSM Sport and Entertainment LLP, a Sebastian Coe 
led private company that generated over £100 million in turnover last year. Tickets 
for Velo South are as much as £150 per rider. Multiply this by 15,000 riders and it 
represents not an inconsiderable sum of money, well in excess of £10million in 
fact (allowing for a variation in ticket price). However the commercial benefit to 
West Sussex, and more specifically the local community, has not been 
communicated.  What are the commercial benefits to the county? 
 
Large sporting events usually offer an upside - entertainment, commercial uplift, 
inclusivity, fostering sport, or charitable donation to the areas that are 
hosting.  For example, when the Tour De France came through our village it 
brought real benefit to the community through improvement to the roads. In the 
case of Velo South however, we see no evident support of the county, or indeed 
the local communities. It is clear that this event meets the needs of an exclusive 
group of riders without care or consideration for the greater needs of the county, 
or indeed the communities it relies on disrupting to deliver. 
 
Velo South supports popular, national charities, with currently no publicised 
support being offered to local causes, South Downs National Park projects, local 
infrastructure projects, local community or sporting projects etc. For example, in 
our village we have a live community project to refurbish our recreation/sports 
ground and village car park, so more may come and enjoy our area. These 
projects will not see a benefit, nor will our local businesses, to which there will be 
no access during the proposed road closures. 
 
Based on these observations I challenge CSM and council stakeholders with the 
following questions: 
 
- Please could you disclose the commercial arrangements between CSM Active 
and the collective of councils, the revenue projected and how that revenue will be 
invested in the county?   
- If the local councils are being paid for the privilege of hosting the event, where 
will that funding be spent and can we be assured that it will be used to support 
those areas impacted?  
- Who will bear the cost of stewarding, emergency service support etc, not to 
mention the clear up?  
- Equally, how much will CSM Active be charged for the large emergency service 
and Highways management resource that will be required to deliver the event as 
promoted?   
- Could those involved share insight into how this event will benefit local causes 
beyond a select few private landlords and hoteliers (some of which will be national 
chains)? 
 
We would be happy to issue a freedom of information request if you feel you 



cannot be forthcoming. 
 
3. Exclusivity, not inclusivity 
 
Let's be clear: cycling is exclusive and not inclusive. Velo South is exclusive, so I 
do not understand why we are giving this event such a platform? 
 
According to CyclingUK.org and the British Social Attitudes survey of adults over 
the age of 18, 69% "Never Cycle" and only 31% "Cycle". It's a male dominated 
activity with three times as many male as there are female riders and four times 
as many cycling miles covered by males than females. The largest age segments 
of riders falls between 21 and 49. For Velo South it is clearly stated that riders 
must maintain an average speed of 11mph, and tickets cost as much as £150. If 
sentiment on social channels from Velo Birmingham is analysed there is comment 
that it was an adult male dominated event and women and children were under 
represented. These are not facets of an inclusive event. 
 
Velo South is being advertised using the following rhetoric "...provide an excellent 
opportunity to showcase our unique district at it's best - an exhilarating ride for the 
competitors and a real spectacle for local residents and visitors to enjoy". Indeed, 
Lawrence Foord, licensing for Chichester District Council, remarked to me "it is 
wonderful for the county to attract an event of this calibre".  I don't however 
understand why?  We see hoards of cyclists every weekend on our lanes, so I 
hypothesize that the majority of locals really aren't interested. Has anyone 
conducted a survey around local, or county attitudes towards cycling? Additionally 
our county has strong GDP and CVA rankings and being within the South Downs 
National Park, tourism is strong. So what are we showcasing and to whom, and 
for what purpose?  Why do we need it?  What's the benefit? 
 
In summary: 
 
My observations are - a small working group within the associated councils have 
committed to a partnership with a global corporate who are now profiteering from 
a current vogue pastime amongst an elite male fan base.  Advertising is false, 
organisation is not transparent and is currently unapproved at a logistics level. It is 
set to bring countywide disruption for the majority, with a sport that is already well 
(over) represented for the minority, with little consideration of the impact on local 
residents. This is not an event for all the family, and with the numerous cycling 
events we have inflicted on us I suggest that this will not be a 'real spectacle to 
enjoy', but merely another source of frustration. 
 
Suggested outcome: 
 
Given the current lack of engagement with the community, the proposed scale of 
the event and time pressures with the TTRO application threshold, I call for this 
event to be postponed to 2019 or 2020. This will allow for sufficient liaison, 
consultation, planning and reconsideration of the design and scale of such an 
event so that it's viability, or feasibilty may be properly assessed against a criteria 
that is truly inclusive and offers better value and benefit to the county of West 
Sussex beyond that currently proposed. 
 
I look forward to a response - and not a press officer "It will be great for the county 
and we'll be on hand during the event to help local residents" response. A proper 
response please. 
 
Many Thanks, Ian Thatcher 
 
The Clerk will include on Aprils agenda 

Public Rights of Way Parish Letter 
Email dated 8th March 2018, from Nigel Bird, WSCC 

For 
information 



You will be aware West Sussex County Council (WSCC) visits your parish once 
every 15 months as part of its inspection and maintenance programme of Public 
Rights of Way (PRoW).  These inspections are completed by teams of Access 
Rangers, part of our Countryside Services, and dedicated Parish Path Inspectors, 
who are volunteers.  These proactive inspections enable WSCC to monitor more 
than 4,000km of paths across the county and to look into the many reports 
received during the year.  Urgent matters that are reported to us between the 
planned inspections will always be picked up and there is guidance on the WSCC 
website as to how we prioritise these reports.  
  
I am getting in touch now to provide you with your annual update on PRoW 
matters.  A report outlining the work completed in your parish during 2017 is 
attached.  This details our routine maintenance work, tasks carried out by our 
PRoW Volunteer Rangers and any improvement work that has been completed 
during the year.  
  
In addition to the work WSCC delivers, parish councils, landowners and many 
other groups and individuals have also completed various works.  All of this 
makes a valuable contribution to improving public access across the county, with 
other benefits such as flood management through routine ditch clearance, and we 
are grateful for these continued efforts.  
  
The above emphasises that keeping the PRoW network open and usable really is 
a team effort and as a Parish Council you play a key role.  We will continue to 
involve your Council in our proactive inspection programme by contacting your 
Clerk before each inspection, providing you with opportunity to let us know of any 
matters you would like to bring to our attention.  You can also contact us outside 
this programme; a map is  
enclosed providing details of who your local Access Ranger is and I encourage 
you to use them as your first point of contact for PRoW enquiries or issues.  
Should you wish to report any issues to them any details you can provide, such as 
photographs, measurements, clear location, type of vegetation, will be greatly 
appreciated.   
  
WSCC will continue its summer surface vegetation clearance programme in 2018, 
which aims to clear many of the most prone paths.  You can assist us in making 
this programme as effective for path users as possible.  A list of paths we are 
planning to cut in your area during 2018 is included.  If you believe there are paths 
that should be added to this list, or possibly removed, please let your Access 
Ranger know within three weeks of the date of this letter so they can be 
considered as part of this year’s programme.  
 
Please advise the Clerk if you would like a copy of the 2018 summer 
clearance programme, the 2017 works report of if there are any PROW 
issues you would like reported, I need to reply before the next Full Parish 
Council meeting. 

 
 

  

 
Sarah Hall,  
Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


