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NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

held on Wednesday, 7th June 2017 
St Andrews CofE School, Nuthurst 

commencing at 8.00 p.m. 
 
 

PRESENT:  Mrs V Court (Chairman)  Mr O Hydes (OBE) 
   Mrs F Boulter   Mr T Nelson 
   Mrs G Dixon    
   Mrs A Gaffney 
   Mrs J McLean 
        
    
       
Also in attendance were County Councillor Nigel Jupp, District Councillor T Bradnum and one 
member of the public. 
 
0106/17 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Councillor J Chaytor and Councillor J 
Mercer. 
 
0206/17 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST none. 
 
0306/17 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENT none and no one present intended to record the meeting. 
 
0406/17 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING - the minutes 
from the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3rd May 2017 were approved as a true record 
of the meeting and signed by the Chairman at the close of the meeting. 
 
0506/17 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE SUB-COMMITTEES none. 
    
060617 TO ADOPT COMMITTEE AGREED MINUTES none. 
 
0706/17 CORRESPONDENCE   
i.  Horsham District Council 
 a) Email dated 5th May 2017, from Gemma Payne, providing the details of HDCs `Think 

  Before You Throw’ campaign. 
 b) Email dated 12th May 2017, from Strategic Planning advising that the Horsham  

  District Council CIL Charging Schedule has been adopted and will be implemented 
  on 1st October 2017.  

  c) Email dated 31st May 2017, from Alison Weeks inviting the Chairman to Horsham 
  District Council’s Civic Service on Sunday 18th June 2017. 

   The Chairman is unable to attend and the Clerk has asked HDC if the invitation 
  can be extended to Councillors. The Parish Council did not receive an  
  invitation to the new Chairman’s inauguration. 

ii. West Sussex County Council 
  a)  Email dated 23rd May 2017, from Lysiane Dallen, advising that footpath 1815 will be 

  temporarily closed from, effective 24th May 2017 for 21 days. 
  b) Email dated 1st June 2017, from westsussex@public.govdelivery.com, advising the 

  agenda for the CLC meeting on 12th June 2017 is available on their website.    
iii. General Correspondence  

a) Email dated 2nd May 2017 from Beverley Bell, HALC Secretary, providing a copy of  
 the minutes from the meeting on 27th April 2017. 
b) Email dated 9th May 2017, from Lionel Mendoza, Saxon Weald, providing a copy of  
 the Batch Plan highlighting the area in Gaggle Wood which Saxon Weald are  
 responsible for. 
 The matter of ownership is still ongoing between Saxon Weald and WSCC. 
c) Email dated 12th May 2017, from Sue Harradine, Heartbeat Treasurer, thanking the  
 Parish Council for their annual grant. 

mailto:westsussex@public.govdelivery.com


d) Email dated 13th May 2017, from Kelly Roberts, Treasurer to St Andrews CRP  
 Governing Body, thanking the Parish Council for their annual grant. 
e) Letter dated 23rd May 2017, from Steve Cottingham, Treasurer PCC and the Link,  
 thanking the Parish Council for their annual grants.  

iv.         Sussex Police 
a) Email dated 8th May 2017, from Elinor Evans, providing details of Sussex Police’s  
 SafeSpace Sussex website. 
 

The above correspondence was noted 
   
0806/17 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
District Councillor Toni Bradnum advised that HDC were introducing a new recycling campaign `think  
before you throw’, the campaign will run until the end of August 2017 and it is targeted at the 20% of  
recyclable items which are still being put into the general waste bin.  The service provided by the  
`small’ waste truck is going to be streamlined and the general waste collections will be changing to a  
fortnightly collection service in May 2018. 
 
The Horsham Town Centre Vision consultation is available on HDCs website and closes on 19th June  
2017, there will be an event at the Drill Hall on 20th September 2017 providing information on  
apprenticeships etc and in January 2017 HDC left Census UK and is presently looking at alternative  
options. 
 
Mr Roger Clark has been appointed Chairman of HDC for the ensuing year. 
 
8.15pm Councillor O Hydes joined the meeting. 
  
0906/17 PUBLIC FORUM  
The applicant, Mr Mathew Van der Borgh, spoke in relation to planning applications DC/17/1165 and 
DC/17/1166.  Mr Van der Borgh has been running a sheep milking business for the last four years 
and the development of Top Paddock is required to further expand the operation and meet the 
growing demand for sheep milk products. 
 
The Parish Council Chairman, Councillor Owen Hydes and District Councillor Toni Bradnum have 
previously visited the site, the application is modest and needed to expand the business. 
 
Mrs Liz Tidy asked who should be contacted re the ownership at the end of Gagglewood and the 
Chairman advised that Saxon Weald could be asked to provide a copy of the transfer documentation. 

 
1006/17 PLANNING MATTERS 
i. 

DC/17/0301 
31/05/2017 
 
 
 
RESOLVED 

Retention, refurbishment, part demolition and single storey rear 
extension of existing public house (A4 use) at ground floor, change of 
use and alterations to upper floors for residential flats (C3 use) and 
redevelopment of land adjacent to provide a residential dwelling (C3 use). 
Former Dun Horse Inn, Brighton Road, Mannings Heath 
The amended plans were only received on 7th June 2017 and there was 
insufficient time to study the amendments fully prior to the meeting. The 
Clerk will request HDC to extend the time for the Parish Council to submit 
their comments until after their planning meeting on 21st June 2017. 

DC/17/1118 
17/05/2017 
RESOLVED 

Surgery 1 x Holly  
Stonehaven, 7 The Quarries, Mannings Heath 
To raise no objection to this application. 

DC/17/1124 
18/05/2017 
RESOLVED 

Surgery 5 x Oaks 
Land rear of 21 Woodlands Walk, Mannings Heath 
To raise no objection to this application. 

DC/17/1139 
23/05/2017 
 
RESOLVED 

Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of replacement chalet 
bungalow. 
22 Gagglewood, Mannings Heath 
The Parish Council has found this application by Carmichael Building 
Design Ltd of Pound Lane, Mannings Heath, exceedingly difficult and 



excessively demanding to assess because it is misleading and evasive in 
terms of the phrases used and the omissions. For instance: 

• There is not and never has been an existing ‘butterfly’ roof bungalow 

• There is not now an existing building. The site is flattened. 

• There is no mention that the building that was there, a small flat roofed 

bungalow, has been demolished without permission by the owner. 

• There is no mention of the fact that Horsham District Council has 

issued an enforcement EN/17/0231 “Demolition of dwelling not in 

accordance with planning permission DC/16/1219”.  

• The proposed development is described as a “chalet bungalow”. In 

fact, it is a large 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom executive style house on two 

storeys and not a chalet bungalow.  

The Parish Council deplores the fact that the owner has flouted planning 
rules by demolishing the existing bungalow without planning permission. 
 
Furthermore the Parish Council very strongly objects to this current 
application for a new build house for the following reasons: 

1) When preparing the Neighbourhood Plan, residents said they wanted 

some smaller affordable houses for younger people and older people 

to downsize. This application has removed a small bungalow and 

seeks to replace it with a large 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom, executive 

style, 2 storey detached house. This large house is not wanted or 

needed in the Parish. 

2) This proposed large house is noticeably out of character with, and its 

mass dominates, the two small bungalows on either side. This is 

contrary to the objectives and policies in the Parish’s “made” 

Neighbourhood Plan, particularly policy 10 on Housing Design in 

respect of scale, density, massing and height. 

3) The proposed development is contrary to the guidance in the 

Parish’s “made” Parish Design Statement in the following respects: 

• No garage is provided, contrary to section 1.1 and section 2.6 which 

advises that “all houses should preferably have at least one garage”. 

(The Parish Council would expect a double garage for a large 5 

bedroom, 4 bathroom house).This is to avoid unsightly on-street 

parking.  

The amount of on-site parking is inadequate, contrary to section 1.1 
which advises that “all houses should preferably have at least one 
garage” and “the drive should be capable of at least one car to avoid 
unsightly street parking”. The applicant states that two parking spaces 
will be provided and that there will be no alteration to the single track 
vehicle access to the public highway. Close examination of the 
geometry of the access and the hard standing for parking, 
demonstrates that the site can only accommodate one car, which is 
unsatisfactory. (The Parish Council would expect a drive capable of 
accommodating two cars for a large 5 bedroom, 4 bathroom house). 
Note: The land fronting the site is a designated “local green space” in 
the Neighbourhood Plan and should not be used for parking. 

 
In summary, the Parish Council considers that a large executive style 
detached house is unwanted in the Parish and is noticeably out of 
character with, and dominates, the bungalows either side, which is 
contrary to the “made” Neighbourhood Plan. The lack of garaging and 
adequate car parking is also contrary to the “made” Parish Design 
Statement.  
 



The Parish Council therefore strongly urges HDC to refuse this 
application. 

DC/17/1165 
01/06/2017 
 
RESOLVED 

Proposed siting of a temporary agricultural worker’s dwelling fort three 
years and the erection of a twin-span polytunnel for livestock housing. 
Top Paddock, Kerves Lane, Horsham 
The Parish Council are in full support of encouraging farming in the 
community and raise no objection to this application, however, they do 
request that there is a condition for no further development on the site. 

DC/17/1166 
01/06/2017 
 
 
RESOLVED 

Proposed erection of a machinery /hay store, a building to incorporate a 
dairy parlour and milk processing facilities, associated hardstanding 
areas and access track. 
Top Paddock, Kerves Lane, Horsham 
The Parish Council are in full support of encouraging farming in the 
community and raise no objection to this application, however, they do 
request that there is a condition for no further development on the site. 

DC/17/1195 
01/06/2017 
 
 
RESOLVED 

Proposed demolition of existing timber garage and shed. Erection of two 
storey 3 bedroomed dwelling, 2 single garages ad creation of new shared 
access. 
Coombe Cottage, Church Road, Mannings Heath 
The Parish Council continues to strongly oppose Planning Applications 
for a detached house on this site for the following reasons: 

1. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) does not support 

development in residential gardens: 

a. Paragraph 48 of the NPPF states “Local planning authorities may 

make allowance for windfall sites …. and (these) should not 

include residential gardens”. 

b. Paragraph 53 of the NPPF states “Local planning authorities 

should …. resist inappropriate development of residential 

gardens …….” 

 
2. Nuthurst’s “made” Neighbourhood Plan provides for about 50 houses 

to meet the housing needs in the Parish, including some small and 

more affordable housing. Horsham District Council has an adequate 

5 year supply of housing. This proposed large dwelling is 

therefore not needed in the Parish. (The agent’s argument that 

only six houses in Mannings Heath are currently for sale, indicating a 

shortage of housing, is fallacious. In fact, these houses have been for 

sale for some considerable time, thereby indicating low demand for 

local housing). 

 
3. The plot is far too small and narrow for a new development. The 

site is only about 11 metres wide. The proposed dwelling is only 3 

metres from the boundary of Ingleside and only 2 metres from the 

new boundary of Coombe Cottage. It constitutes over-intensive 

development of the site, and its massing and appearance are not in 

keeping with other nearby dwellings in Church Road which are 

placed within generously sized plots. This proposed dwelling 

would constitute severe over-development of the site and as 

such is contrary to Policy 10 of the Nuthurst Parish “made” 

Neighbourhood Plan 2015-2031 and to policy 33 of the Horsham 

District Planning Framework 2015. 

 
4. The application will entail the loss of four mature trees and high 

hedges at the front of the site that currently enhance the locality and 

the street scene. The removal of these trees will diminish the semi-

rural aspect of the street scene for other local residents. Furthermore, 

the large area of hard-standing that will allow cars to turn round 

within the curtilages of the proposed new house and Coombe 



Cottage to enable their forward exit onto Church Road will be visible 

from Church Road. This necessary shared drive and turning circle 

will absorb some 14% of the entire plot. The loss of trees and 

hedges and the creation of such a large and visible area of hard 

standing is contrary to the objectives and policies of the “made” 

Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan and the “made” Nuthurst Parish 

Design Statement and the amount of hard standing is contrary 

to the guidance in section 3.2(ii) of the “made” Nuthurst Parish 

Design Statement. Furthermore, the shared driveways have the 

potential for neighbour disputes, especially over the 3 metre wide 

pinch points. They are best avoided as experience tells us that 

shared driveways often lead to Planning Applications for single-use 

driveways, which would mean even more hard surfacing and an 

additional access to the very busy and narrow Church Road at a 

dangerous point. 

 
5. The hard surfaces necessary for turning vehicles and the buildings 

themselves occupy about 33% of the joint plot area. This is very 

much more than neighbouring properties and again, points towards 

over-intensive development of this site. 

 
6. The design of the south west elevation is completely 

unsatisfactory due to its abnormally small, high up slit windows on 

the front of the house. This poor design does not reflect the far more 

usual proportions of windows in neighbouring houses. 

 
7. The inadequate fenestration. There are no windows on the north 

east elevation facing Ingleside. There are some very small slit 

windows with the cills 1.7 metres above floor level on the south west 

elevation facing Coombe Cottage. The smallness of the windows will 

make many rooms (kitchen/dining room, sitting room and bedrooms 

1, 2 and 3), and particularly the sitting room, very dark and gloomy. 

This will lead to future pressure to remove trees and hedges, the 

constant need for electric lights to be on, and applications to insert 

much larger windows in the future, which would lead to unacceptable 

overlooking of Coombe Cottage (currently owned, but not lived in, by 

the applicant).  

 
8. The cramped size of the site leads to other problems. There are 

no windows on the north east elevation to avoid unacceptable 

overlooking of the nearby Ingleside but the consequence is that the 

owners of Ingleside will look onto an unrelieved brick wall of some 

considerable height, which will darken their garden and house. Yet, 

there is inconsistency because the small windows on the south west 

elevation overlook Coombe Cottage, whose boundary is just two 

metres away, which may prove unacceptable to ant future owners of 

Coombe Cottage.  

 
In summary, the Parish Council considers this application is contrary to 
the National Planning Policy Framework, the design is contrary to the 
“made” Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan and the “made” Nuthurst Parish 
Design Statement and that the site is too small to make any 
development acceptable. It therefore urges HDC to refuse this Planning 
Application. 

DISC/17/0170 
08/05/2017 
RESOLVED 

Approval of details reserved by condition 3 on DC/17/0220 
Land to the south of Sedgwick Lane, Horsham 
To raise no objection to this application. 



WSCC/062/16/NH 
 
 
RESOLVED  

Recycling, recovery and renewable energy facility and ancillary infrastructure. 
Former Wealden Brickworks, Langhurst Road, Horsham  
(Further information submitted in support of the Environmental Statement) 
The Parish Council have already submitted their observations and have 
no further comments to make. 

ii.   DECISIONS OF DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE (NORTH) 
PERMITTED - DC/13/1374, DC/17/0210, DC/17/0470, DC/17/0582, DC/17/0666, 
DC/17/0745, DC/17/0784 
REFUSE - DC/16/2858  
NOTIFICATION OF APPEAL - DC/16/2858  

 APPEAL ALLOWED - DC/16/0992 
 APPEAL DISMISSED - DC/16/268 
iii. PLANNING UPDATES  

a) Parish Design Statement 
 The Parish Design Statement was formerly adopted as a `Supplementary 
 Planning Document’ by HDC on 25th May 2017. The Chairman thanked Councillor 
 Owen Hydes for the preparation of the document. 
b) DC/16/1753 - Land opposite the Dun Horse 
 Planning permission was granted by HDC on 1st June 2017.  
c) DC/17/0815 - Church Road, Mannings Heath 
 The Parish Council are continuing to correspond with HDC re the application, it is 
 understood that the Planning Officer is `minded’ to recommend the application for 
 approval.  Mr Chris Lyons, Director of Planning, replied to a letter dated 12th May 
 2017 earlier today.  
 District Councillor Toni Bradnum has requested a meeting for next week to discuss 
 the application. 
 MHAGs have also circulated an email to their members re the planning application. 
d) DC/16/0022 - The Orchard, Park Lane 
 HDC have approved the Discharge of conditions 3, 6 and 8 on DC/16/0022 and this 
 includes the erection of large metal gates, the Clerk has written to the applicants 
 agent requesting for consideration to be given to the size and material of  the gates. 
 To date no reply has been received. 
 

Councillor Owen Hydes left the meeting at 8.55pm. 
 
0806/17 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS (Continued) 
County Councillor Nigel Jupp advised that the CLCs would be held on Monday 12th June 2017 and 
that the Cricket Clubs application for a grant should be approved, it had previously been supported by 
County Councillor Brad Watson. 
 
Highways have confirmed that Hampshire Hill, Nuthurst Road is programmed to be resurfaced at the 
end of August 2017, if possible the work will commence earlier. 

  
1106/17 LOCAL ASSOCIATION AND OTHER BODIES REPORTS 
The Chairman attended a meeting with the Chief Constable of Sussex for SSALC. 
 
1206/17 FINANCE 
i.  To approve the following items of expenditure: - 

          Net          VAT         Totals 
              £            £             £ 
 Accounts paid by Direct Debit 
  EDF Energy Street Lighting Energy    153.68             7.68        161.36  
 Accounts paid at this meeting                      

Mrs S Hall Expenses                                     
  Internet Access                17.99                  17.99 
  Travel        55.35                              55.35  
              Postage             7.48                                7.48  
  Parking         0.75          0.75 
 Mrs V Court     
  Internet/Stationary      12.50     12.50 



WSCC Sarah Hall Salary April 2017                975.86               975.86 
Rylands Engineering (Swing Couplings)   385.00            77.00 462.00 

 SSE Lighting (Nuthurst Road, Maplehurst)    98.81           19.76       118.57 
 SSALC (Clerks CILCA Training)    320.00             320.00 
 Peter J Consultants (Internal Auditor 2016/2017)  158.71   158.71  
 ICO (Data Protection Annual Registration)    35.00     35.00 
 Clerk’s Office Allowance (June 2017)     87.50     87.50   
                 _______          _____     _______ 

Total Payments            £2,308.63         £104.44  £2,413.07 
 
Receipts 
Zurich Insurance Claim               (833.60)               (833.60) 
Nat West Interest (April 2017)      (0.24)                   (0.24) 
HDC Precept (1st Instalment)         (18,250.00)          (18,250.00) 
                                                                                   _________                       _________ 
Total Receipts         (£19,083.84)        (£19,083.84)
  

ii).  To approve the Annual Accounts year ending 31st March 2017. 
 RESOLVED to approve the Annual Accounts for year ending 31st March 2017 and for the 
 Chairman and RFO to sign the declarations. 
iii) To approve and sign the bank reconciliations for April 2017. 
 RESOLVED to approve the bank reconciliation for April 2017and for the Chairman of the 
 Finance Committee, Councillor Tom Nelson, to sign on a quarterly basis.   
iv) To note the VAT reclaim of £3,463.22 has been approved & will be credited directly into the 
 Nat West Current account - noted.  
v) To discuss the quotation from BEL Signs (£70.00 plus VAT) to amend the contact 
 number on the Byelaw Signs. 
 RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £70.00 from BEL Signs. 
vi) To note Countrywide Grounds Maintenance will be mowing the green/ triangle bordering 
 Church Road (£110.00 plus VAT). 
 RESOLVED to accept the quotation of £110.00 from Countrywide Grounds Maintenance. 
vii) To discuss and approve the Clerks SLCC CILCA Registration fee of £250.00 
 RESOLVED to approve the £250.00 CILCA Registration fee. 

  
1306/17 MANNINGS HEATH VILLAGE GREEN 
i) To discuss Village Green matters 
 The annual ROSPA inspection is scheduled to take place in June 2017 and the swings have 

been reinstated. 
ii) To provide an update on the amended lease for the Cricket Club 
 The signed lease has not been received from the Solicitors, the Chairman will ask the Cricket 

Club for an update. 
 
 Residents in the lane adjacent to the Village Green were concerned about the construction of 

the new pavilion. A meeting has since been held between the residents and the Cricket Club, 
if there is any damage to the lane the Cricket Club have agreed to arrange for the repair. 
Some work is hoped to take place in August 2017. 

 
1406/17 HIGHWAY MATTERS 
There are still many unrepaired potholes in the Parish, some of the holes in Masons Field and 
Lime Kiln Road have been repaired. 
RESOLVED for the Clerk to chase Highways again and to write to Austin Rees re the overgrown  
hedgerow at the bus stop in Church Road. 
   
1506/17 VILLAGE GATEWAYS 
Vinyl Fencing have quoted £1,869.60 for the purchase and delivery of 7 vinyl gateways and Hirst 
Signs have quoted £597.00 for the purchase and delivery of 7 reflective aluminium signs. 
RESOLVED to proceed with the purchase of the gateways and aluminium signs and arrange for them 
to be delivered to Councillor Steve Turner’s address for storage until the installation can be arranged.  
  
 



 
1606/17 BROADBAND IN THE PARISH 
The meeting between the Parish Community Group and British Telecom has been postponed and a 
new date is being arranged. 
 
Effective 22nd June 2017 a number of dwellings in Copsale will be able to receive Fibre Optic 
Broadband from the Southwater exchange.   
  
1706/17 NEW PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE 
The Parish Councils new website will go live on Friday 9th June 2017, the details will be included in 
the Link and on the noticeboards in the Parish.  The old website will be redirected. 
 
The Clerk will include the suggestion that residents can also access information on what has been 
reported and repaired on September’s agenda.  
  
1806/17 PARISH COMMUNITY GROUP (PRESENTATION BY THE RTE GROUP 05/07/2017) 
The Parish Community Roads, Transport and Environment Group have held a number of meetings 
with WSCC re speeding issues and will be making a presentation to the Parish Council at the next 
meeting on 5th July 2017.   
 
The Parish Councillors recognised that the Parish Community Group do not have to work in the same 
parameters as the Parish Council and welcome the work they are doing. 
 
The Parish Council previously agreed to invest in village gateways rather than road surveys as it was 
hoped to be a more timely solution and these could be monitored for effectiveness. 
 
1906/17 JOINT WORKING WITH NEIGHBOURING PARISH COUNCILS 
The Chairman has had a meeting with Cathy Tobin, the Clerk of Southwater Parish Council, re the 
possibility of working together in the future on local issues, i.e., ditch clearance, youth transport, grass 
cutting etc.  
RESOLVED to look into the joint working with neighbouring Parish Councils further.  
  
2006/17 OPPORTUNITES FOR PARISH & TOWN COUNCILS TO SUPPORT HEALTH &  
WELLBEING  
Include on July’s agenda. 
 
2106/17 NOTICE OF VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR 
HDC have confirmed that an election has not been called, there have been two applications to date 
and the Clerk was asked to advertise further on the Parish Council website, in the Link and on the 
noticeboards. 
 
2206/17 ST ANDREWS SCHOOL 
The public consultation was originally advertised in the Link for a period of two months, via the 
school’s internal communication network and on the noticeboards, although the response was good it 
is not felt that it is sufficient for Highways to consider a TRO request.  A further consultation will take 
place. 
 
2306/17 RESILIENCE CONTINGENCY PLAN (UPDATED)` 
RESOLVED to adopt the Resilience Contingency Plan and circulate copies to the Village Halls, 
School, HDC, Councillors and include on the Parish Councils website. 
 
2406/17 REPLACEMENT NOTICEBOARD 
The noticeboard opposite the village stores needs replacing, formal quotations have not been 
received, however, the suggested pricings in brochures appear to be excessive. 
RESOLVED to include on a future agenda after Councillor Steve Turner has looked into the costings 
further. 
 
 
2506/17 PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 2ND AUGUST 2017 
The Parish Council will hold a meeting on 2nd August 2017, the agenda will be kept to a minimum.  



 
2606/17 COUNCILLOR TRAINING/SEMINARS 
The Councillors continue to receive regular updates on training events. 
RESOLVED for the Chairman and Vice Chairman to attend the Chairman’s Networking Day in 
September 2017. 
 
2706/17 MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT AGENDA 
None. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 

 
 

  
    
 
 
  
 


