
Extraordinary HALC Meeting on Wednesday 4 December 2019 

HDC’s “Preferred Strategy” for the review of its Local plan 

Presenters: Mrs Barbara Childs, Director of Place, HDC   
          Mrs Catherine Howe, Head of Strategic Planning, HDC 
Present: About 30 Parish Councils and Clerks. Owen Hydes and Norman Bryant attended for     
Nuthurst PC   
 
Presentation: HDC made a short presentation about the main features of the strategy and the 
timetable for consultation. Copy of presentation will be circulated by HALC. This was followed by 
about 90 minutes of questions. 
 
Key Points: 
 

• Government is requiring HDC to provide even more houses (950 per year plus 5%) plus more 
under “duty to co-operate” with Crawley, Brighton and Worthing 

• HDC will challenge the new Government over these numbers and the “duty to co-operate” 
after the election. Crawley etc should build upwards (higher) to meet their demand for houses 
since they can’t build outwards. 

• Eight strategic sites of 1,000 plus houses under consideration (see appendix for details). These 
will meet most of demand. 

• Barbara said categorically that not all eight sites will be included. 

• Some sites do not meet current HDC strategic policies, particularly policies 1, 2 and 3 on 
sustainability and site allocation. HDC said they are reviewing these policies but will retain 
policies on settlement hierarchy (concentrate development of existing towns/villages). 

• There will be some smaller sites of less than 1,000 houses included but the locations of those 
under consideration were not specified (hundreds of sites were put forward in HDCs call for sites 
including the SHELAA process). 

• Currently Neighbourhood Plans provide about 1,500 houses. This number will need to increase, 
but HDC can’t say by how many until the strategic and other allocations have been made. The 
Government requires HDC to tell each Parish Council how many houses it will need to put in its 
NP. Existing NPs will need to be reviewed sometime in the future. HDC would prefer to review 
NPs in co-operation with Parishes, but Parishes can opt to go alone.  

• HDC agreed that delivery of infrastructure was a problem. For strategic sites, HDC will try to hold 

the developer to infrastructure promises but most of these are in the hands of other providers 

(eg health services, schools). HDC cannot make prospective developers compensate for past 

infrastructure deficiencies. 

• Developers of strategic sites will be required to make provision for gypsy pitches (how will HDC 

ensure delivery?) 

• HDC are currently carrying out site assessments. These will be put in public domain but not until 

after CABINET meeting on 23 January 2020. 

• HDC Strategic Planning will be putting the Preferred Strategy to CABINET on 23 January 2020. 

This will have to meet Government requirements and it will include a summary of the site 

assessments. 

• HDC will go out to public consultation in February/March 2020. This will be the next 

opportunity for public comment. 

Owen Hydes 

5 December 2019 



Appendix: Prospective Strategic Sites 

Location Developers proposed no of 
houses 

HDC’s proposed no of 
houses+ 

Kingsfold 1,000  

West of Ifield 10,000 3,000 

West of Southwater 1,200  

West of Billingshurst 1,000  

East of Billingshurst 1,200  

Buck Barn 3,500 2,000 

Adversane 4,000 2,000 

Mayfield (Shermanbury) 7,000 3,000 

 

+ HDC claimed that, for these sites, the numbers proposed by the developers were not 

deliverable/viable and the numbers in this column represent what HDC consider is realistic. 

Of course, these reduced numbers mean less likely that the developer will choose to deliver 

infrastructure improvements. 

 

 


