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Local Plan Update

• Summary of work to date and an overview of

the policies the plan will include.

• Next Steps for parish involvement and your

opportunity to feedback



Local Plan 2019 -2036

We have to produce a ‘sound’ plan

• NPPF and other policies / legislation

• Updates to our evidence base

• Viable and deliverable

• Meets the duty to co-operate

• The starting point is our existing sound plan –

many policies working well



Policies – development strategy

• As with the current HDPF this section will contain the
overarching policies for our settlement strategy.

• This will draw together the key conclusions from our
evidence base work on employment / housing needs as
well as national policy (e.g. the general presumption
against isolated rural development)

• It will still contain a settlement hierarchy but also seek
to identify secondary settlements - which were
consulted on during 2018 - to help ensure some more
rural areas can remain viable.



Policies – the environment

This section will build on our existing
policies

• 10% biodiversity net gain

• Set the framework for a nature
recovery network – key habitats,
e.g. rivers and woodland

• Revised air quality policy

• Recognise the importance of
building in these features at the
design stage.

• Introduce a requirement to
achieve at least 19% reduction in
CO2 emissions from 2010
building regulations



Policies – employment

• Continue to protect Key 
Employment Areas for ‘B’ uses 
(Industrial / warehousing)

• Protect other existing business 
areas for employment 
generating uses – including 
town centre offices

• Identify existing businesses 
where expansion likely to be 
acceptable

• Seek to allocate new land – as 
part of a site assessment 
process – up to 65ha of new 
land identified



Policies – Infrastructure

Plan will continue to

contain a range of policies

to ensure infrastructure is

delivered together with

development

• Include space and

accessibility standards

• Updated leisure / open

space provision



Policies – housing
This section will:

• Identify our housing target from the standard housing
methodology. It will also reflect our duty to co-operate
conversations and we will seek views on the implications that
this may have for the district.

• Identify the sites which may have potential for allocation in the
plan. There will be an element of choice and the purpose of this
consultation will be to understand more about your views.

• Seek views on what benefits that any sites that are allocated
should provide for both existing and future communities.
Affordable housing – support for all forms e.g. Community Land
Trusts

• Rural workers, ‘barn conversion’ policy, retirement housing



How many homes?

• Our target from the standard housing 
methodology is 965 homes per year plus a 5% 
buffer.

• Duty to Co-operate requires us to consider 
whether we can meet the unmet needs of other 
authorities e.g. Crawley and south coast – total 
local unmet need is around 3000 homes each 
year – we will be asked whether we can meet 
some of this. 

• Considering the extent to which we can provide 
this – modelling different scenarios. 



How many homes?

• We already know where some houses will be 
built in the period up to 2036 – existing local plan 
sites and neighbourhood plan allocations

• We need to find sites for between 9000 and 
16,000 new homes in the period up to 2036. 

• The final number will depend on what is 
deliverable in the plan period – infrastructure, 
build out rates are all key factors. Your views and 
feedback will be important considerations as part 
of this process. 



Which sites?

• To have a sound plan we have to demonstrate 

that we have a five year land supply. 

• It is likely that the needs will be met from a 

range of sites:–

• Brownfield sites in our villages and towns 

• Larger scale strategic sites (>1000 homes)

• Smaller sites (>5 and <1000)



Strategic Sites of 1000 homes + that have 
been put forward for consideration

Buck Barn

2,000 homes

(3,500 proposed in 

total)

Mayfield

3,000 homes

(7000 proposed in 

total)

West of Ifield 

3000 homes

(10,000 proposed in 

total) 

Kingsfold
1000 homes

Kilnwood Vale 800 

over and above 

allocation of 2500

North of Horsham 

2750

(both permitted)

West of 

Southwater
1200 homes

West of 

Billingshurst

1000 homes

East of 

Billingshurst

1200 homes

Adversane

2000 homes 

(4000 proposed

in total)



Development strategy 

• Distribution to parishes – will need to take account of large 
scale allocations

• Recent challenge on 5 year supply – changes to National 
Planning guidance means we can’t include NP sites in our 5 
year supply unless they are at an advanced stage. 

• Existing and emerging neighbourhood plans – where 
Neighbourhood Plans are not yet made but sites have been 
identified we take account of these to help show where 
housing is likely to be delivered. 

• HDC will need to identify additional sites to show where we 
will meet our needs and demonstrate our plan is 
deliverable. 



Next Steps

• Recommendations for Regulation 18 
consultation document – Cabinet on 23 
January

• Parish drop in sessions to discuss sites which 
are identified prior to commencement of 
consultation (17 February to 30 March) 

• Formal consultation events – opportunity for 
wider public to discuss sites / issues with 
officers 



Questions?


