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NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of Nuthurst Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5th February 2020 at St 

Andrews CofE School, Nuthurst commencing at 7.30 p.m. 
 
 

PRESENT: Cllr S Turner (Chairman), Cllr O Hydes OBE (Vice Chairman), Cllr J Assassi, Cllr N 
Bryant, Cllr J Chaytor, Cllr R Carmichael, Cllr D Cotton, Cllr C Kenny, Cllr D 
Livingstone & Cllr T Nelson. 

 
ALSO, IN ATTENDANCE: Sarah Hall (Parish Clerk), HDC Chief Executive Glen Chipp and 21 members 

of the public. 
 
182-19/20 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
  It was RESOLVED to NOTE Cllr J Mercer and District Councillor Toni Bradnum’s  
  apologies for absence. 
 
183-19/20 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
  It was RESOLVED that Cllr O Hydes be elected Chairman of the Parish Council for the 
  remainder of the 2019/20 municipal year. PROPOSED by Cllr N Bryant and  
  SECONDED by Cllr J Chaytor. 
 
Cllr S Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting with a special welcome to Glen Chipp. Cllr S Turner 
commented that he had thoroughly enjoyed his four years as a Parish Councillor and congratulated 
Cllr O Hydes on his appointment as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr O Hydes thanked the members for electing him as Chairman and thanked Cllr S Turner for his 
contribution to the Parish Council. There is now a Casual Vacancy on the Parish Council. 
 
The Members unanimously agreed to the Chairman’s proposal to bring item 197-19/20 Open Spaces 
in the Parish forward to after the Public Forum. 
 
184-19/20 CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
  It was RESOLVED to NOTE that the Chairman’s Acceptance of Office be signed  
  before the Proper Officer. 
 
185-19/20 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN 
  It was RESOLVED that Cllr N Bryant be elected Vice Chairman of the Parish Council 
  for the remainder of the 2019/20 municipal year. PROPOSED by Cllr C Kenny and 
  SECONDED by Cllr J Chaytor. 
 
186-19/20 GUEST SPEAKER – GLEN CHIPP CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF HORSHAM DISTRICT COUNCIL 
  The Chairman introduced Glen Chipp. Eight questions had been prepared by the 
  Councillors; members of the public were requested to ask precise questions on  
  different issues. The questions are given in bold and a summary of Mr Chipp’s  
  answers are given in ordinary type below; 
 
  1) Many residents are confused and angry about the Government’s demand 
   that HDC delivers even more housing, especially in view of the   
   Government’s stated intention to regenerate the North of England. So, 
   how hard is HDC fighting to get a reduction in this excessive number from 
   the Government, and has HDC taken legal advice on this matter?  
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• The problem with the housing numbers dates back to the eighties 
when there was a right to buy. Councils have stopped building 
houses and there is a shortfall 

• The Council has to follow a formula prescribed by Central 
Government when calculating housing numbers 

• The formula is calculated using 2016 National Office of Statistic 
figures (NSOS) figures for population growth. 

• When the Local Plan was made 5 years ago the housing requirement 
was approximately 800 per annum, this figure included the unmet 
need for Crawley 

• Now looking at a further 200-400 dwellings to meet the unmet need 
from Brighton, Worthing and Crawley as the Government imposes a 
`Duty to Co-operate’. Horsham District do not have any physical 
constraints e.g. Green Belt 

• HDC has consistently challenged the prescribed calculation since it 
was first proposed 18 months ago, and wrote to the Secretary of 
State re the housing allocation, they did not receive a reduced 
number 

• Met with MP’s Jeremy Quinn and Andrew Griffith last week re 
housing numbers in the District, trying to influence and make logical 
argument but it is unlikely that the figures will be reduced.     

• If HDC cannot demonstrate a 5-year supply District would be open 
to speculative development because the Planning Inspectorate 
would approve developer applications on appeal because HDC were 
not meeting the need. HDC would also not receive S106/CIL funds or 
have any say on the location of developments 

• There is currently an infrastructure deficit. When allocating new 
sites HDC can only require S106 funding to provide infrastructure for 
the impact of developing that site, but not to provide for any 
existing deficit 

• When the Local Plan is made the Council can require S106/CIL funds 
for major developments 

• HDC are dependent on public sector partners when seeking 
contributions towards infrastructure. HDC is not responsible for e.g. 
hospitals, GP surgeries, schools, roads etc 

 
  2) The enormous scale of housebuilding in HDC is wrecking the rural  
   countryside. In our parish and the adjoining one, 530 acres of   
   agricultural land (Wealdcross) is scheduled for three and a half thousand 
   homes. What can HDC do to save its villages and rural fields, woods and 
   streams from permanent, unwanted destruction?  
 

• Not accurate to say that the Wealdcross (Buck Barn) site will be 
developed, the Local Plan consultation runs from 17th February – 
30th March 2020. All sites out for consultation, none have been 
allocated yet 

• HDC members will make the final decision, listening to the feedback 
from the consultation 

• All the sites would add up to more than the maximum annual figure 
of 1400 
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• The Wealdcross (Buck Barn) site is coloured red (not currently 
developable) in the SHLAA. Some of the adverse site selection 
criteria could be resolved with appropriate mitigations 

• Chapter 6 Local Plan – 8 strategic sites, numbers could rise from 800 
to 1,400 

• There are enough sites for 1,200 – 1,400 dwellings per annum for 
the next 15 years 

• Local Plan is for the next 15 years, reviewed every 5 years 

• HDC has got to be realistic and achieve a Local Plan or it would have 
no control over the amount of development in the district 

• Submit your comments on the Local Plan, preferably on-line   
 
  3) One developer wanted to build over the field behind Millers Mead,  
   Nuthurst and to do so, installed a hard-surfaced roadway for access on top 
   of a green, rural footpath. What progress has HDC made in ensuring that 
   the roadway is removed and returned to its former green state as required 
   by Enforcement Notice EN/17/0062? 
 

• Following the site assessment process, no additional sites in the 
parish have been identified as suitable over and above those 
designated in the Neighbourhood Plan  

• Any application for any site not allocated would be contrary to 
policy and consequently refused by HDC because it is not allocated 
in the Local Plan or Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan 

• Current owner applied for action to be adjourned until April and the 
court agreed to give more time for work to be done 

• Landowner since been in communication with WSCC PROW and 
Highways and has proposed an alternative surface. WSCC have 
approved the proposal. Now very difficult for HDC to refuse to 
accept that surface  

• HDC will contact the Parish Council to discuss the proposal 
 
  4) What can be done to alter the culture amongst developers that it is easy to 
   flout planning permission? 
 

• When developers do not comply with Planning Permission HDC have 
to consider `what’s the harm’ and then take proportionate action 

• Government reluctant to introduce harsher penalties on developers 
in-case action carried out innocently. Yet nowhere else is innocence 
a defence against breaking the law 

• Urge the public to write to their MP’s pushing for harsher penalties 
for offenders 

 
  5) What does HDC think can be done about the increasing number of people 
   wanting to turn stables and barns in our countryside into permanent  
   houses? 
 

• Permitted Development rights mean unable to stop conversion 

• Cannot take into account former use of the building or location  

• Policy 21 and 22 covers conversion of building 

• Public can comment on the consultation document 
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  6) Has HDC got a policy on installing electric car charging points in villages, 
   and what is the timescale? 
 

• Policy 42 and 43 covers transport and parking 

• Corporate Plan for `Greening’ the District will be recommended for 
approval by Cabinet in February  

• Chapter 7 and 9 deal with green issues, long term projects 

• Public can comment on the consultation document 
 
  7) It is generally thought that new houses are poorly built. Is HDC pressing for 
   higher standards in housebuilding, including more safety measures such as 
   sprinkler systems? 
    

• Policies in the Local Plan deal with standards in house building 

• Policy 33 Development Quality (page 135) 

• Policy 34 Development Principles (page 136) 

• Policy 35 Heritage Assets 

• Sprinkler Systems not covered by planning but are a Building Control 
issue 

• Submit comments on the Local Plan re the installation of sprinkler 
systems in all dwellings and the return to higher building 
standards.  

   
  8) The volume of traffic on the feeder roads into the town centre, and in  
   particular the A281, is increasing potentially pushing traffic onto rural  
   roads which are not designed to accommodate. What is HDC strategy for 
   dealing with this problem whilst encouraging usage of the town centre? 
 

• HDC are not the highway authority, have to work with WSCC 

• Policy 42 Sustainable Transport (page 152) 

• HDC are limited to what they can do  
 
  The Chairman thanked Glen Chipp for attending the meeting and for his concern 
  about issues which affected the parish. Glen Chipp left the meeting at 8.45pm. 
   
187-19/20  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  
  Cllr C Kenny declared a Personal Interest in item 193-19/20 Planning   
  Applications. The applicants for DC/19/2565 (Hopelands) and DC/20/0050  
  (Southbourne Court) are both neighbours of Cllr C Kenny.  
 
188-19/20  MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING  
  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes from the Parish Council meeting held on 8th  
  January 2020 be confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
189-19/20 COMMITTEE MINUTES / REPORTS  
  It was RESOLVED that the minutes approved by the following Committee be  
  ADOPTED; 
  Planning Committee Minutes – 18th December 2019 
  Open Spaces & General Maintenance Committee Minutes – 27th November 2019 
  Roads & Footpath Committee Minutes – 18th September 2019   

https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Minutes-8th-January-2020.pdf
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Planning-Minutes-18th-December-2019.pdf
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Open-Spaces-General-Maintenance-Committee-Minutes-27th-November-2019.pdf
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Roads-Footpath-Committee-Report-18th-September-2019.pdf
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190-19/20 CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  The Chairman did not make any further announcements. 
 
191-19/20 DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
  County Councillor Nigel Jupp and District Councillor Toni Bradnum were unable to 
  attend the meeting. 
 
192-19/20 PUBLIC SESSION   
  Residents in Woodlands Walk and Lime Kiln Road expressed concern about ideas 
  being considered for the use of the Informal Public Open Space behind Woodlands 
  Walk regarding football and trim trails. They were also concerned about the security 
  of their properties and parking if there was to be increased use.   
 
197-19/20 OPEN SPACES IN THE PARISH 
  Standing Orders were suspended between 9.05pm to 9.08pm.   
  iii)  Open Spaces and General Maintenance Committee 
        It was RESOLVED to NOTE; 
        (a)   The resident’s concerns about the possible use of the Informal Public Open 
   Space behind Woodlands Walk. 
        (b) That no decision has been made about the use of the Informal Public Open 
   Space. 
        (c) The Parish Council was considering consulting residents in the Parish by  
   means of a questionnaire on the possible uses of this Public Open Space and 
   other open spaces in the Parish. 
        
193-19/20 PLANNING 
  i. NEW APPLICATIONS 

Number  Applicant & Reason 

DC/19/2500 
12.12.2010 
 
RESOLVED 

Erection of 6x double storey semi-detached dwellings 
Land Adjacent to Healthtolt Cottages, Park Lane, Maplehurst 
 
The Parish Council objected to the original application and suggested that 
the applicant should submit amended plans to address the issues raised.  
The applicant submitted amended plans on 22 January 2020 but provided 
no explanation as to how the plans had been amended. The ridge height 
of the houses is still nearly 9.5m, approximately 1.5m higher than the 
adjacent Heathtolt Cottages and nor do the amended plans clarify the 
matter relating to the extension of the pavement.  
 
Therefore, the Parish Council continues to object for exactly the same 
reasons given in its objection to the original application (detailed 
below)  
 
The site is allocated for development in Policy 8 of the NPNP as set out in 
Appendix 1. Developments on allocated site sites need to meet Policy 10 
of the NPNP on Housing Design as set out in Appendix 2 (and the 
subsequently agreed Nuthurst Parish Design 38 Statement, a 
Supplementary Planning Document 2016) and policy 14 of the NPNP on 
Green Infrastructure and Biodiversity as set out in Appendix 3.  
 

https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=Q2EPXZIJLWN00
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1) This application provides what residents said they wanted in new 
developments in the Parish – small 2/3 bed houses for younger people 
and older people to downsize.  
2) The application complies with the policies/provisos in the Parish’s 
“made” Neighbourhood Plan with the exception of policies 8ii and 10 
because the ridge height of nearly 9.5m is much higher than the 
adjacent semi-detached houses (which are approximately 8m high, 
creating a greater roof area and bulkier appearance which does not 
reflect the scale and height of the adjacent semi-detached houses and 
the possible exception of policy 8v regarding the extension of the 
pavement along Park Lane to serve the house.  
3) It complies with the provisions of the Nuthurst Parish Design 
Statement. 

DC/19/2565 
27.01.2020  
 
 
RESOLVED 

Retrospective application for an agricultural building for the use of 
storage for riding equipment, farming tools and installation of toilet, 
wash basin, boiler and kettle/microwave area (welfare area) 
Hopeland Polecat Lane Copsale 
The Parish Council notes that this is a retrospective application. The 
amended plans show very minor changes to the original application. 
The Parish Council’s original comments still apply, namely that it has no 
objection to the application provided the building is used solely for 
storage and for persons having a break after farming or riding. The 
Parish Council notes that there have been two enforcement 
investigations for alleged use of the building as a residence. The Parish 
Council therefore recommends that a condition is attached to any 
approval along the lines of "the building must never be occupied as a 
residence”. 

DC/20/0050 
10.01.2020 
 
RESOLVED 

Demolition of existing building and erection of a replacement garage 
building 
Southbourne Court, Polecat Lane, Copsale 
The Parish Council has no objection to the replacement garage building 
provided that it is never used as a dwelling. The Parish Council also 
recommends that the ridge height of the building should not be higher 
than the ridge height of the immediately adjacent building of the 
property next door. 

DC/20/0099 
21.01.2020 
RESOLVED 

Fell 1 x Pine (Works to tree in a Conservation Area) 
Old Post Office, Nuthurst Street, Nuthurst 
To raise no objection to the felling of the pine tree. The Parish Council 

recommends planting a native species replacement tree. 

DC/20/0108 
21.01.2020 
RESOLVED 

Erection of an agricultural/equestrian barn  
Land South of Stakers Farm, Stakers Lane, Southwater 
The Parish Council has no objection to the erection of the 
agricultural/equestrian barn for the storage of hay, feed and straw and 
agricultural equipment, provided that the building is never used as a 
dwelling. 

  ii. DECISIONS  
   It was RESOLVED to NOTE HDC’s Planning Decisions, Enforcement 
                 Numbers, Planning Inspectorate Appeals Lodged & Appeal Decisions  
  iv. PLANNING UPDATES  
   The Mead, Micklepage (DC/20/0191) 

https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=Q2WULUIJM1600
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=Q3WF97IJM8B00
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=Q48UC7IJMB500
https://public-access.horsham.gov.uk/public-access/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=externalDocuments&keyVal=Q4989DIJMBG00
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/193-19-20ii-Decisions-Jan-Feb-2020.pdf
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/193-19-20ii-Decisions-Jan-Feb-2020.pdf
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   A planning application for two semi-detached bungalows was refused by 
   HDC and the subsequent appeal was dismissed by the Planning   
   Inspectorate. The owner has submitted a new planning application for two, 
   three-bedroom semi-detached houses. The application will be considered at 
   the Planning Committee meeting on 19th February 2020.  
   The Barn, Mannings Heath Golf Club 
   HDC has initiated an enforcement investigation at Mannings Heath Golf  
   Club because the storage barn for golf maintenance equipment, alongside 
   the public footpath off Hammerpond Lane, is not being constructed  
   according to the planning permission. 
    
194-19/20 PARISH PLAN 2019/2020  
  It was RESOLVED to NOTE the contents of the updated Parish Plan and reconsider 
  some wording on the Open Spaces projects. 
       
195-19/20 FINANCE 
  i.  Invoices for payment January & February 2020 
      It was RESOLVED that the schedule of invoices totalling £1,834.47 be APPROVED 
      for payment. 

Cheque/
Ref 

Payee 
Name 

Details Net 
£ 

VAT 
£ 

Total 
£ 

Direct 
Debit 
17 Jan 
2020 

SSE Energy 
December 

Unmetered 
Electricity Supply 

122.13 6.10 128.23 

S/Order 
1 Jan 
2020 

Profitable 
Website 

Website/Email 
Support 
(January 2020) 

30.00 0 30.00 

002017 S Hall 
(Clerk) 

Clerks Expenses 87.16 0 87.16 

002018 WSCC Clerks Salary 
December 

1,369.08 0 1,369.08 

002019 SLCC Clerks Annual 
Subscription 
2020/21 

180.00 0 180.00 

002020 ALCC Clerks Annual 
Subscription 
2020/21 

40.00 0 40.00 

Grand 
Total 

  1,828.37 6.10 1,834.47 

   
     It was RESOLVED to NOTE the receipts up to 31st December 2019, totalling £6.84 

Payment 
Method 

Payer 
Name 

 Details Net 
£ 

VAT 
£ 

Total 
£ 

FPI 
 

Nat West Interest December 
2019 

6.84 0 6.84 

Grand 
Total 

  6.84  6.84 

 
  ii)    It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the bank reconciliation for December 2019. 

  iii)   It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the quarterly figures Sept- Dec 2019. 

https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Parish-Plan-2019-to-2021.pdf
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Monthly-Bank-Rec-December-2019.pdf
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Budget-Figures-2019-2020-31st-December.pdf
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  iii)   It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the transfer of £2,000.00 from the Nat West  
         Deposit into the current account.  
  iv)   It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the Clerk attending an End of Year Finance  
         Training event, 27th February 2020.  
  v)    It was RESOLVED to APPROVE renewing the SSE Electricity contract for 24  
         months. 
   
196-19/20 LOCAL ASSOCIATION, OTHER BODIES AND TRAINING REPORTS 
  It was RESOLVED to NOTE; 

• HDC Councillor Training 30.01.2020 - Cllr D Livingstone & Clerk 

• HDC Cabinet Meeting 30.01.2020 – Cllr O Hydes & Cllr N Bryant 

• Horsham District Local Plan - Parish Council Workshop 06.02.2020 – Cllr O 
Hydes & Cllr N Bryant 

 
197-19/20 OPEN SPACES IN THE PARISH 
  i)   Children’s Play area 
        It was RESOLVED to NOTE the contents of the monthly report and that the gates 
        to the play area were being left open, allowing dogs to foul in the area. The Clerk 
        to look into installing self-closing fixings on the gates. 
  ii)  Village Green matters 
        It was RESOLVED to NOTE that the green is extremely wet and that three trees 

       have been planted to replace the two felled Cracked Willow. The Tree Wardens      
       have not been consulted by the Cricket Club on the replacement trees. 

   
198-19/20 APPROVE THE AGENDA FOR THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
  It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting. 
 
199-19/20 CLERKS UPDATE  
  It was RESOLVED to NOTE: 

• The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 12th March 2020 in 
Mannings Heath Village Hall, commencing at 7.00pm. 

• Publication of Soft Sand Review of the West Sussex Joint Minerals Local Plan 
(Regulation 19).   

200-19/20 MATTERS RAISED BY COUNCILLORS TO BE INCLUDED ON THE NEXT AGENDA 
  It was RESOLVED to NOTE that the Councillors did not request for any items to be 
  included on the next agenda. 
   
201-19/20 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
  It was RESOLVED to NOTE the next meeting will be held on Wednesday 4th March 
  2020. 
 
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 9.30pm 
 
 
 
……………………………………………………..       
Chairman      Date 4th March 2020 

https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/SSE-Contract-31.03.2020-24-months.pdf
https://www.nuthurstparishcouncil.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Copy-of-MHVG0120.pdf

