NUTHURST PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the `virtual’ Annual Parish Meeting
held on Wednesday, 28th May 2021, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

18 Residents, including parish councillors were in attendance, also in attendance was Sarah Hall, the
Clerk to the Parish Council.
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Owen Hydes, presided and welcomed all present.
APM001-20/21

CHAIRMANS WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed the Councillors and members of the public to the Annual Parish
meeting where the Chairman reports on Parish Council business for the year 2020 – 21.

APM002-20/21

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
There were no apologies for absence.

APM003-20/21

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
It was RESOLVED the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 3rd March 2020 be
confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and be signed by the Chairman. (Vote –
unanimously approved).

APM004-20/21

PARISH COUNCIL BUSINESS 2020/21
The Chairman of the Parish Council made the following report on Parish Council business:
“The year 2020 to 2021 has been a unique year. No one has escaped the fallout from this
Covid pandemic and for some, this has been a terrible year. Indeed, we need to express
our greatest sympathies to any residents who have fallen ill, been bereaved or lost their
livelihood. We must hope that the forthcoming year will be much easier for everyone.
Yet, not everything has been gloomy.
Those of us who had our vaccines at Christs Hospital School will have been impressed by
the scientists’ success in rolling out vaccines so speedily, the sheer efficiency of the
whole inoculation process and the dedication of the nurses, doctors and volunteers who
helped to make us safe. I think we should record our thanks to all these people but also
to care-workers, essential workers and those who looked out for others and helped them
get through this most difficult of years.
Throughout the year, councillors have continued to serve our residents. They too are
volunteers and I would like to thank them all for studying planning applications, and
reading a lot of material, some of it pretty dry and complicated. I would particularly like
to thank Tom, who has enabled us to hold our meetings via Zoom and kept our finances
straight. Thanks also go to Norman, my vice chair for his support, and who has worked
behind the scenes with many admin tasks and enquiries. I would guess that they have
spent many hours per week on parish business.
I would therefore like to say a big thank to all councillors for their work and support. It
has been crucial to the Parish Council’s successes this year.
Our District Councillor, Toni Bradnum has attended virtually every Parish meeting during
the past year and provided us with useful information from HDC.
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Our County Councillor, Nigel Jupp is also assiduous in attending our Parish meetings and
following up issues with various County Council staff.
Next, I must also mention and thank our tree wardens Jill Chaytor and Paddy and Penny
Bullen. They usually visit and look at every application for surgery to trees, or to fell
them.
Finally, our thanks must go to our clerk, Sarah. Although Sarah only works three days per
week for us, she has got through an amazing amount of work. Importantly, she makes
sure that everything we do is done properly and correctly. In appreciation, on the
councillors’ behalf, I shall be giving her a small gift.
As you might be realising by now, this Parish Council is just one big team of volunteers.
Only our clerk is paid, to keep us in good order!
Circumstances change and like all organisations, things move on. During the year, we
were joined by new Councillors Denise Harber, John Bromley and Roger Cato.
Planning continues to be a major and increasing part of the Parish Council’s work. During
the last year, the Council has dealt with 92 Planning Applications and 4 Planning Appeals.
That amounts to approximately two per week which is a lot, given that some applications
can be very long and complicated.
However, the Parish Council always examines each application or appeal very carefully
and objectively even though Parish Councils have a tiny role when it comes to planning
applications.
The Parish Council has also worked with Cowfold, West Grinstead and Shipley Parish
Councils to challenge the inclusion of Buck Barn in HDC’s Local Plan. Buck Barn has
become especially worrying since the developer recently revealed that he now wants to
extend the site to include a fifty-acre Industrial Estate and a new access road system off
the A24, just south of the Southwater south roundabout. Clearly, this could have a big
impact on Copsale and all the country lanes that pass through our hamlets on the way to
Copsale.
In addition to all this work on Planning, the Parish Council has also commented on the
Government’s radical White Papers on “Planning for the Future” and on Permitted
Development Rights. Whilst this makes for a lot of reading and writing, it keeps the
Parish up to date with the way Planning is likely to change in the future.
The Neighbourhood Plan So far, thanks to the Nuthurst Neighbourhood Plan, the Parish
has not faced large-scale developments like Broadbridge Heath, Ashington and
Billingshurst. In its Neighbourhood Plan, Nuthurst went for small developments within
the Built-up Area Boundary of Mannings Heath and adjoining other homes in the
hamlets. Of the nine sites in our Neighbourhood Plan, three have already been
developed at Nuthurst Street, Monks Gate and opposite the Dun Horse. Although the
Parish wants small starter homes or ones for down-sizers, it faces developers who simply
want to put in large, more prestigious houses, simply because they yield higher profits.
The Parish tries to resist this happening for two reasons. Firstly, when the Parish worked
on its Neighbourhood Plan, a large majority of residents voted in favour of small houses.
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Secondly, we already have a considerable stock of existing large houses in the Parish.
The present Neighbourhood Plan provides for approximately 50 new houses. Parishes are
still waiting to hear from HDC whether their housing numbers are to increase, or not.
The Parish Plan This is an inventory of all the projects that the Parish Council wishes to
work on. During the past year, the Parish Council has been considering improvements to
the children’s playground on the village green and leisure facilities for older children. It is
also committed to trying to improve the safety of people wanting to cross the A281 to
visit the garage shop. And, it has already, after very lengthy negotiations with WSCC
Highways, managed to obtain permission to install a low fence on the triangle by the Dun
Horse to stop cars parking forward onto the A281 and blocking vision.
The Parish Survey, “Have Your Say” All residents have been asked to complete a tenminute survey either on-line, or using a paper copy. The survey closed on 23 April. The
purpose of the survey was so that the Parish Council could see what things are important
to our residents. So far, we have had good feedback from residents about the survey
being easy to use. When Action in Rural Sussex has analysed residents’ comments, the
Parish Council will decide what projects to take forward in its next Parish Plan.
In addition to all the work I’ve already mentioned, I must add that the Council has also
needed to maintain its own Parish assets. These include: the children’s playground, some
of the street lights, noticeboards, benches, bus shelters and fingerposts. Additionally, this
year, the Parish has taken over the ownership and maintenance of the three Heartbeat
AED defibrillators from the Heartbeat team. These are sited at Copsale Hall, the Black
Horse, Nuthurst and the White Horse, Maplehurst where instructions for their use can
also be found.
Support to Local Groups - The Parish Council receives its monies from a local tax called
the precept. It is levied on all households in the Parish. Therefore, when the Parish
Council spends monies or gives out grants, it is answerable to both residents and the
auditor. Last year the Parish democratically decided to support the following groups:
Those who maintain St Andrew’s churchyard; the Cricket Club in return for cutting the
grass on the village green and the Link magazine who publish a Parish Council article each
month.
The Environment - We all want our Parish to look pleasant so we can enjoy living here.
That’s one of the reasons why we put so much time into planning. We particularly try to
prevent any barn, stable or shed in a field from becoming a dwelling house and why we
try to ensure that every tree that is felled is replaced with another. We have sown more
wildflower seeds in the green space at Church Road, Mannings Heath to encourage
insects. We must also thank Andrew Ross for donating the new trees that are planted
there and the local residents who have watered the trees during the dry spell. We want
to preserve our landscape. Perhaps that’s one thing that the year 2020/21 has taught us:
to get outside and take pleasure in the views and wildlife which is so good for our
physical health and mental health too.
The year to come surely has to be better than this year of Covid. After our Survey, we will
certainly have some exciting projects to get on with so we need everyone, both
councillors and residents to feel enthused and positive.”
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APM005-20/21

PARISH COUNCIL FINANCE
The Chairman of the finance Committee, Cllr T Nelson, spoke about the 2019/20 Audited
Accounts, 2020/21 forecast and 2021/22 budget.
2019/20 Audited Accounts
The budget for 2019/20 was set at £46,000 and there was an overspend of £1,075, this
was the year of the Chafer Beatles on the village green and it cost £3,000 to remedy.
2020/21 Forecast
The budget for 2020/21 was set at £49,842 and there was an underspend of £8,843. Due
to the improved financial situation the Parish Council did not increase the precept for
2021/22.
The Parish Council also received £24,904 CIL monies in 2020/21, £18,000 has been
allocated for playground equipment and £7,000 for parish infrastructure.
Planned spend of CIL Monies in 2021-2022
Playground equipment
Parish infrastructure

18,000
7,000
£25,000

The Parish Council plans to keep the general reserves at £28,665, this is 57% of the
precept, slightly higher than the 50% recommended by Sussex Association of Local
Councils.
General Reserves retention @ 57% of Precept
£28,665

With the surplus from 2020/21, Legal Fees £3,000, General Maintenance £3,800 and
Budget Contingency £4,000 going into General Reserves the Parish Councils has
earmarked £22,085 for the following projects:
Elections
General Maintenance
Nuthurst Remembers
Clerks Pension
Parish Survey
Parish Communications
Special Grants provision
Road Safety

6500
0
185
900
4000
2500
1000
7000
£22,085

Grants for the year 2021/22
In addition to grants supporting local organisations the Parish Council has included a
£1,000 special grant provision for other worthy causes in the parish.
i. Nuthurst Parochial Church Council £400 (Churchyard Maintenance)
ii. Nuthurst Cricket Club £800 (Village Green Maintenance)
iii. Donation to the Link Magazine £300
Budget/Precept 2021/22
The precept for 2021/22 has been set at £49,842 the same figure as 2020/21.
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APM006-20/21

QUESTIONS ON PARISH MATTERS FROM ELECTORS
There have been no written questions submitted.
The next Annual Parish meeting will be held in 2022, the date is yet to be confirmed.

The meeting closed 07.59pm

Signed …………………………………………………………….
Cllr O Hydes (Chairman of Nuthurst Parish Council)
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Date …………………………………

