TheNuthurst Autumn ParishWalk
39 October 2021
Leader Owen Hyde Guide JonatharSimons

We strolled from the School past the church and up the lane opposite ek Blorse to Sedgwick
Park. Weheaded towards Fincl® Cottageand then descendedrom the ridge through the fielsig
lessthan two miles btisofull of interestit took nearly two hours!
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At our first pause at the bottom of the Sedgwiclkark Lane we considered theabundance of
Hawthorn berriesand their partner the Rosehip My mother would gathekdips amd havsCto make
nourishing jellyl think it wassomethingthat they did4hthe WARdearQOur leaderalsoremembered
that childrenin hisdigtrict were paid to géher rosehips. The hipswere then sent away fatommercial
manufactureof the jelly which wasrich in vitamin CThe Haw<dve sawwere from theCommon
Hawthorn with just one pip. The Midland Thorn, to be foundid woodand is blessed with two pips.

Here also was a smaWild Service Tre@oking out of the top of the hedgerowhe leaves havéhe
palmate shape of a mapl&he tree is also known dise Cheguers Tredrom the chequered pattern
of the bark Nuthurst has a good supply of these trees which are indicative of mnei@odland. The

brown berrieswere usedin the past to flavour beeiPubsnamedmaking beer in this wawere often
namedW¥he Cheque®@

There does seem to bedearth of acorns this year.
Under one English Oake found what could hee
beenacorn fromlast year sigficantly afflicted by the
Knopper Gall. The Knopper gall wasgs aemarkable
life cycle, requiring one yeain the TurkeyOak before
transferringits attentions to EnglishOak We saw
many substantialTukey Oaksat the top of the drive
with just a few ofits characteristially hairy acorns
(pictured below) Thisis an introdeed specieghat
has tirived. Unfortunatelyit has a bad reputabn as
host to the Knpper Gall was@and there have been
threats to fell them in partsfthe country.




The park drive leads @st an impressive line éflane Treedut we saw noe of the distinctive bobbly
fruits. Holly berries weredoing better here than on my home groundt the turning to Lower
Sedgwickarm we saw gery picuresqueHornbeamwith it bunches of hanging keysrningto gold.

Opposite was a more modeBield Maple. This hasmallbunches of winged fiits like a sycamore
One or two Hybrid Limeswere carryirg their oddly shaped fruits which hang on a stalk below a
supportingleafy bract. The smateavedlime is frequent in theMaplehurstarea but the largdeaved
lime is very rare. Tcommonly fand lime is a hybrid between the two.

Walking towards Finct@& Cottagave came
across a Qab Apple with some very
unappetising fruit. A little further on there
were better colours among tise dropped
to the forest floor.I remarkedthat the best
show | had ever seen of this gmomenon
was on the ast bank ofAbingerHill to the
south ofMaplehurst

Those in the party tvo had attempted crab
apple jelly attested to the baebreaking
effort required.




Up onthe RdgeQwe noticed a number of clumps @ficy red berries. First theNVayfaring Tree a
species of Vibummm, then the climbers Bittersweet and Black Bryonywhich ispictured below with
its characteristic mix of colourTwo shrubs hadsmall black berriesPrivet and Dogwood The
Honeysucklavasstill in flower and we did not see its fruits.

As we descated on the footpathat the edge of the fields wenjoyed thedelightful view over
Nuthurst and beyongwith trees as far as the eye couldesé calning and healing sceredter all the
upsets of recent years.

I remarked thatFungi had not been much in ieence yet, aprt from some oldbrackets on oak,
probablya Ganodermaspeciesimmediately | spke our leader wagliscovered tchavejust trodden
on a smalldelicate mushroom It seemed tobe the Pleated Inkcap Coprinus plicatilisotherwise
known as the Little Japanese Umbrelfaon after we foundthe equally delicat®etticoat Mottlegill,
Panaeolus papilionaceudevelopingon buried dung.A third similar species the appeared in the
grassjt had mottled gills but no pettmat.



