Memo (Agenda December 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
cc:
From:
Date:

Nigel Jupp (County Councillor) & Toni Bradnum (District Councillor)
Sarah Hall
22nd November 2021 (week commencing 15h November 2021)

Re:

COUNCILLORS’ BRIEFING NOTE

I have outlined below a number of recent developments for your information.
(1)

Planning Applications Issued
Number

(2)

Consultation
Closes

NPC
Meeting

Delegated Decisions (Email Consultations)
Number

(3)

Applicant & Reason

Applicant & Reason

Consultation
Closes

Councillor

Number

Applicant & Reason

Comment to
HDC

HDC
Decision

DC/21/1483

Erection of a single storey rear extension
3 Vaughan Copse, Manniings Heath
Fell 1 x Oak tree
Aberfoyle, 9The Quarries, Mannings Heath
Demolition of existing garage and erection of a
single storey side extension
Christmas Cottage, Nuthurst Road, Monks Gate
Demolition of existing garage and erection of a
two-storey side extension
Hurst Cottage, Golding Lane, Mannings Heath
Erection o a two-storey side extension, single
storey porch and detached carport with garden
store

No objection
in principle
No objection

Refused
Permitted

No objection

Permitted

No objection

Permitted

No objection

Permitted

HDC Decisions

DC/21/1596
DC/21/1962

DC/21/2078

DC/21/2120

1

DC/21/2319

(4)

Prior
Approval
Not
Required

Applicant & Reason

Comment
to HDC

HDC

Enforcement Numbers
Number

(6)

Objection

Applications going to Planning Committee (North)
Number

(5)

16 Masons Field, Mannings Heath
Prior notification for the demolition of
buildings
Copsale Barn, Copsale Road, Copsale

Nature of Complaint

HDC Action

Appeals
Number

Applicant & Reason

PIanning
Inspectorate

Website Analytical Data
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Clerk’s Update
•

•

Street Light at the junction of Park Lane & Nuthurst Road, Malplehurst
I can confirm that our engineer attended the faulty light on Friday 12/11/2021.
Unfortunately, the parts to repair this are no longer available. We have asked our
Estimator Adam Porter, to send you a quote for a new pole box and bracket, UKPN
overhead transfer, 3 way traffic lights and whatever lantern/ isolator/cell you would
like.
Reported locked gates on PROW 1796 to WSCC PROW Team (Broadwater Lane to
Harriots Hill Cottage).

Correspondence
Email dated 19.11.2021 from WSALC
Civility and Respect Newsletter - note from Trevor Leggo
It is a sad fact that poor behaviour by a small minority of councillors appears to be on the
increase and from the position I occupy hardly a week goes by without me being made aware
of an incident. Usually the incivility is directed at the Clerk or another member of staff,
sometimes in front of other councillors who may choose not to challenge unacceptable
behaviour.
If left unresolved this situation can lead to the following :
• The employee brings a Grievance against the employing council for failure to protect
them from harassment or bullying; this brings with it the cost of independent
investigation and might lead to a claim for constructive dismissal
• The employee resigns and moves to other employment, which brings a period of
disruption and the likelihood of few or no applicants for the vacancy
• The Council acquires reputational damage and can have difficulty in attracting
experienced staff
Whilst this might seem dramatic, please be assured the situation is real and can be nipped in
the bud if other councillors stand up to the poor behaviour of one of their number. In a recent
case the councillor’s defence was ‘ I am only trying to get them to do their job’ – not his role
but that of the Council as a body corporate or a Staffing / Personnel Committee.
You will appreciate the Code of Conduct carries no sanctions and although the Committee on
Standards in Public Life recommended their re-instatement to Government in January 2019, it
is unlikely sufficient Parliamentary time will be found for the matter to be debated. The
proposals set out in the newsletter seek to address the matter by a different route and I
would urge all clerks, support staff and councillors to sign the petition.
Trevor Leggo
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____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 19.11.2021 from WSCC
Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee to hear update on stroke services

news release
Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee to hear update on stroke services
An update on stroke services in West Sussex will be presented to members of the Health and Adult
Social Care Scrutiny Committee (HASC) next week.
The Committee will meet from 10.30am on Friday, 26 November at County Hall, in Chichester.
West Sussex Clinical Commissioning Group will report on the latest progress regarding the West Sussex
Stroke Programme, which aims to improve provision of stroke services in the coastal area of the county.
Committee members will also hear from the council’s Executive Director of Adults and Health who will
update on Quality Assurance in Adults’ Services.
The full meeting agenda is available on the website.
Residents and other interested parties will be able to watch the meeting live via the County Council
public i.tv portal.
Due to the need to maintain the safety and wellbeing of all persons using the building and the council’s
continuing focus on managing risk to the community, there will be a reduced capacity public gallery
available to anyone wishing to attend and view the meeting in person.
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Admission is by ticket only, bookable in advance by emailing: democratic.services@westsussex.gov.uk.
Details of Covid-19 safety measures in place at County Hall will be provided to anyone booking to attend
in person.

________________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 19.11.2021 from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

Open letter from chairs of NALC, OVW and SLCC
The chairs of the National Association of Local Councils (NALC), One Voice Wales
(OVW) and the Society of Local Council Clerks (SLCC) have written an open letter to all
local (community, parish and town) councils in England and Wales. The letter
reiterates our commitment to work together to lobby on issues that concern us and in
providing expert and professional support to the sector, including our joint work on
civility and respect. The three chairs also ask councils to budget for membership and
invest in training and development.
First newsletter on civility and respect project
The Civility and Respect Working Group has published its first newsletter as part of its
regular communications, such as features in NALC’s LCR magazine and SLCC’s The
Clerk magazine to keep the sector updated on developments as the project
progresses. The first newsletter includes updates on the Civility and Respect Project
mission, project overview, anti-bullying petition, local government call for evidence
regarding the abuse and intimidation of councillors, and a bullying and harassment
statement. You can read more in our news story here.
NALC chair at LGA People and Places Board
NALC’s chair, Cllr Sue Baxter, attended a meeting of the Local Government
Association’s (LGA) People and Places Board this week for a discussion on taking
forward their report on working with local councils and on levelling up. In her
opening remarks, Sue welcomed the report and stressed the importance of principal
councils working with those local councils who were keen to play a bigger role,
proposed a number of ideas for joint work to take the report forward, and reiterated
the points made in our spending review submission about empowering the sector to
help level up communities. It’s fair to say, among the more positive contributions,
there were also several challenging views expressed by councillors about empowering
our sector, including concerns about capability, governance and training. The local
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government trade journal LGC covered the meeting in this piece, with this followup article by Jackie Weaver suggesting “their assistance would be of greater value
than their criticism”. I’m really keen we continue to develop a positive and
constructive relationship with the LGA and Sue is following up the meeting directly
with both the chair of the Board and also the chair of the LGA.
Updated legal guidance
Our Legal Topic Note (LTN) 5 on parish and community council meetings has been
updated and separated into versions for England (LTN 5E) and Wales (LTN5W). This
follows legislative changes in Wales as a result of the Local Government and Elections
(Wales) Act 2021. You can find the revised LTNs, along with our extensive suite of over
eighty others, in the member’s area of the NALC website (login required).
On the blog: Localism Act 10 years on
On Monday of this week, the Localism Act marked its ten-year anniversary since
receiving Royal Assent. Our head of policy and communications, Justin Griggs, has
written in the November edition of The Clerk magazine, to reflect on what this
landmark legislation aimed to achieve, which key elements affecting local councils
have worked well or less well and also, what next. You can also read Justin’s article on
the NALC blog.
NALC Management Board
Our Management Board held its last meeting of the year this week, pending the
results of our elections. Councillors reviewed how the board has worked over the last
two years and identified some changes for the new board to consider in the New Year.
They also recommended that NALC’s new committees meet in December to elect their
chairs. And they particularly welcomed the conclusions from our external auditors
that “adequate systems, appropriate for the size of the Association, appear to be in
place for all major aspects of the Association’s business and that they are working
well”.
Elections to NALC Smaller Councils Committee
Last week we provided an update on the nomination process for elections to NALC’s
leadership roles and committees and published information on all nominations on
the NALC Committee Elections page. An election is needed for the directly elected
places on the Smaller Councils’ Committee, which is voted on by smaller councils
only. Can I encourage all smaller councils to register to vote here so that you can make
your vote count and have a say on who represents you at NALC! Once you have
registered to vote you will be emailed a link on 24 November when voting opens to
invite you to vote for your chosen candidates. The vote then closes on 6 December
and results will be announced at the meeting of National Assembly on 8 December. If
you need any help or have any questions, please
contact nalccommittees@nalc.gov.uk
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NALC online event on affordable housing
It was great to be joined by over 150 local council colleagues at our ‘Making rural
housing more affordable’ online event on 17 November. Our brilliant line-up of
insightful and expert speakers included Martin Collett from the English Rural Housing
Association, Lord Best who is also chair of the Affordable Housing Commission and
Richard Quallington from Action for Communities in Rural England. Huge thanks to
them for sharing their expertise and advice, as well as to our sponsors BHIB Councils
Insurance, CCLA and Blachere Illumination. I was pleased to see the Parish Councillor’s
Guide to Rural Affordable Housing by the Rural Housing Alliance and Rural Services
Network mentioned several times by our speakers and I’d encourage you to check it
out if you haven’t already.
Last chance to book for Future Communities conference
On the subject of NALC’s online events, there’s still time to book for what is gearing up
to be our event of the year - Future Communities 21 on 2 December. This is now just
two weeks away and keynote speakers include Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson,
president of the Local Government Association, Lord Evans, chair of the Committee on
Standards in Public Life, Mick King, the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman
and Jackie Weaver. Our event also provides the chance to discuss and debate the key
issues facing communities, network and share good practice and connect with sectorspecific suppliers. I’m really looking forward to it and I hope to see you there!
Online events in 2022
And one final mention of our online events to remind you what’s lined up in the New
Year. On 26 January our 'Levelling up the nation and our communities’ event will focus
on the government’s levelling up white paper which is due to be published by the end
of this year. Speakers include the director of Onward, Will Tanner and the chief
executive of Power to Change, Vidhya Alaksen. And ‘Working together to make
communities safer’ is the theme for our event on 30 March with speakers Cllr John
Gilli-Ross, chair of Essex Police, Fire and Crime Panel and Caroline Henry, Police and
Crime Commissioner for Nottinghamshire. More information on these events and how
to book is on our online events webpage.
NALC consultations update
A reminder there is still time to respond to our consultation on the Business in the
Community: Call for Evidence by completing a questionnaire on survey monkey by 24
November. And the Consultation on Amendments to the Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016 (login required) closes on 26 November, you
can email responses to Chris.Borg@nalc.gov.uk.
And finally…
Local councils in Northamptonshire are set to benefit from the Government’s UK
Community Renewal Fund following a successful application by the Northamptonshire
County Association of Local Council (NCALC) to carry out research on the devolution of
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assets and services from unitary councils to local councils. Funding of around £280,000
will be used to gather evidence to enable better decision-making and the potential
development of a devolution framework. Huge well done and congratulations to
NCALC colleagues!

Email dated 19.11.2021 from Sussex Police
Stronger sentencing for dog thieves

Yesterday I was delighted to hear that those who
abduct dogs will now face up to five years behind
bars. Pets are much loved family members and the
existing law which saw pet theft treated as theft of
property failed to acknowledge the devastating
emotional impact that the crime can have.
I know from my landmark survey earlier this year just
how passionately pet owners felt about stronger
sentencing being required for this crime which is why I pushed for it as a member of the Pet
Theft Taskforce. I’m glad that following the recommendations of the Taskforce the
Government has now recognised the extreme distress, grief and sense of loss that pet theft
can cause to both owners and their dogs with this amendment to the Kept Animals Bill.
Today is International Men's Day and so I want to acknowlegdge that men can also be victims
of crimes such as stalking and domestic abuse. In Sussex around 11% of stalking victims and
4% or domestic abuse victims are male, although its believed that the actual figures may be
much higher due to stigmas surrounding these crimes. If you are experiencing either of these
please do report to Sussex Police. You will be taken seriously. Support services are also
available, whether you choose to report or not, on my Safe Space Sussex website.
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POLICE OFFICERS AND STAFF HELD TO "UNAPOLOGETICALLY
HIGH" STANDARDS

Earlier this week I held my monthly Performance & Accountability Meeting (PAM) with Chief
Constable (CC) Jo Shiner and Deputy Chief Constable (DCC) Julia Chapman. One of the topics
at the top of the agenda was domestic abuse; currently forces must bring charges for this
within six months of it taking place, although the Home Secretary is considering extending
this to two years. I wanted to understand what impact the limit is having and how many
cases are “timing out” as a result. In Sussex 323 cases have timed out in the last financial
year, with a solved rate of 8% for remaining cases.
DCC Chapman told me: “We really welcome any change of the guidelines around charging
timescales and if they are extended it would be a real benefit to victims. When we’re called
to a domestic abuse incident we always go through a risk assessment process which includes
asking about any previous incidents. We will record these as crimes but 42% of those were
reported after the six month deadline had passed giving no opportunity to investigate and
take those forward for prosecution.
“We have noticed that the rise in domestic abuse reports has been in non-recent reports
which hopefully means that victims are more confident in telling us what’s happened to
them and talking about previous history which allows us to understand a true picture of
what’s been happening to that victim and the best way that we can support them and keep
them safe moving forwards.”
CC Shiner also encouraged male victims of domestic abuse to report to the police, stressing
that they will be taken seriously.
I also sought reassurance that Sussex Police are dedicated to identifying police officers and
staff who are abusing their powers which is, understandably, an issue of much concern for
the public following the shocking murder of Sarah Everard. DCC Chapman told me “I’m the
head of our Professional Standards Department and they report in to me as line manager so
I am personally disappointed if any of our officers or staff come to notice for any offences,
particularly of this nature.
“All of our officers and staff are duty bound by a code of conduct which lays out clearly what
our expectations are. We put a huge amount of work in to making sure that people
understand those expectations and we use a number of tactics which I can’t disclose to
identify those we think might be at risk of corruption.”

9

CC Shiner also said: “We have unapologetically high standards because members of the
public expect these of us so that’s what we should endeavour to deliver.”
If you missed the meeting it's available to watch in the archive.

Katy Bourne OBE, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

SHARE WITH A FRIEND
HAVE YOUR SAY IN OUR LATEST POLL
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 18.11.2021 from WSCC
Your latest news on Covid-19 - Supporting Anti-Bullying Week - and more
18 Nov em ber 2021

10

Supporting Anti-Bullying Week
We’re supporting #AntiBullyingWeek, an annual event
coordinated by The Anti-Bullying Alliance (ABA).
It’s been running all this week and aims to raise
awareness of bullying of children and young people, in
schools and elsewhere, and to highlight ways of
preventing and responding to it.
The theme this year is #OneKindWord. More
information and resources are available on the Anti
Bullying Week website.
We’re inspired by ABA’s manifesto:
•

Ask if someone’s OK. Say you’re sorry. Just say hey.

•

In a world that can sometimes feel like it’s filled with negativity, one kind
word can provide a moment of hope. It can be a turning point. It can change
someone’s perspective. It can change their day. It can change the course of
a conversation and break the cycle of bullying.

•

Best of all, one kind word leads to another. Kindness fuels kindness. So from
the playground to Parliament, and from our phones to our homes, together,
our actions can fire a chain reaction that powers positivity.

•

It starts with one kind word. It starts today.

If your child or a young person you know has been affected by bullying and needs
support with their emotional wellbeing or mental health visit our Your Mind Matters
website below. There is also a useful guide about how to support a child being
bullied - find it here.

Your Mind Matters

Local Covid-19 and vaccination update
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The number of Covid-19 cases in West Sussex
remains higher than the national average.
The hands, face, space and fresh air guidance was
crucial to bringing us out of previous restrictions.
Following these health protection measures is vital in
helping reduce the numbers of positive cases and
keeping everyone in West Sussex safe.
Find our latest figures by visiting our data dashboard.
Please remember, you can check localised rates using
the postcode checker.
Winter Vaccinations
Flu occurs every year, usually in the winter and is highly infectious. Vaccination
remains the best defence, and it is recommended to get the flu vaccine as soon as
possible.
This year, children aged 2 to 15 will be offered the flu vaccination. For most
children, the vaccine will be given as a spray in each nostril. Visit here for more
information.
If you’re pregnant you can get a free flu vaccine from your GP, pharmacist or
through your maternity service. Visit here to book your appointment.
Some people may also be eligible for both the flu and the Covid-19 booster
vaccines, such as those with long term health conditions. If you are offered both
vaccines, it's safe to have them at the same time. Find out more about the Covid-19
booster vaccine and who can get it.
Most people when offered the jab have taken up the offer and had both first and
second doses. If you are yet to have your Covid-19 vaccination and want more
information or to book, visit the national booking website.
You can also arrange free transport to and from your appointment if you wouldn’t
otherwise be able to get to the vaccination site.

More local information on Covid-19
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Your voice - make it count on local
issues
Please take part in the following three
consultations and share your views on these
important local issues:
•

A draft Sussex-wide Domestic Abuse
Accommodation and Support strategy will help
shape how £3.1 million funding will be invested
in services.
The draft joint strategy has been
developed by West and East Sussex county councils and Brighton and Hove City
Council.
The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 requires local authorities to publish a strategy setting
out how they will protect and assist survivors of domestic abuse in safe
accommodation.
Alongside the strategy, the three councils have been awarded just over £3.1 million
of government funding, which will go towards implementing the strategy across
Sussex when it is finalised.
Closing date: Sunday 19 December 2021.
•

Improving frontline firefighter cover at a number of key fire stations is just
one of the proposals in a new public consultation launched by West Sussex
Fire & Rescue Service.

The service is proposing to increase firefighter availability at some stations, to better
align its resources to the risks within the county. This will allow it to enhance
its emergency response, as well as its vital prevention and protection activity within
the community.
The proposals are set out in the service’s draft Community Risk Management Plan
(CRMP), which outlines the service’s key priorities over the next four years.
Closing date: Friday 21 January 2022.
•

Share your views on the Environment Agency's draft Flood Risk
Management Plan.

Back in 2016, the first plans were published containing a six year, national strategy
to manage flood risk across England.
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As a Lead Local Flood Authority, the county council has been working with the
Environment Agency to review and update the plans for 2021 to 2027.
Closing date: Friday 21 January 2022.

How to shop safely online this winter
This time of the year is a busy one for cyber
scammers looking to steal money from
unsuspecting victims shopping online.
With Black Friday and Christmas fast
approaching, people are being warned of web
links to fraudulent websites posing as
legitimate retailers and other sophisticated
online scams.
Despite the end of lockdown, many people will be doing the bulk of their festive
spend online this year, and criminals will see this as a chance to strike.
To help, our Community Safety & Wellbeing and Trading Standards teams are
offering residents advice on how to say safe from scams and have fraud-free
festivities.

Tips to shop safely online

You can find your ‘happy place’ right here in
West Sussex. Our Experience West Sussex
website has curated a range of inspiring
guides to help you unwind your mind,
including forest bathing, mindful meditation,
and navigation courses.

Know someone who would like to
receive this eNewsletter?
If you know anyone who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.
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________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 18.11.2021 from WSCC
Donate a tree scheme takes root with start of planting ‘season’

news release
Donate a tree scheme takes root with start of planting ‘season’
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More than 300 young trees have been safely delivered on two lorries to a Highways depot – and are
now being planted across West Sussex as part of the County Council’s donate a tree scheme.
The majority have been part-funded by residents and will be planted near their homes, or an
appropriate “green space”. All sites are subject to a visit by an arboriculturist to check for suitability.
The other trees have been fully funded by the council.
For the first three years after planting, each tree will receive an
annual visit from the Young Tree Maintenance Team. They will
inspect and carry out any routine maintenance/pruning required.
Horsham born-and-bred Sue Sheppard and some neighbours
contributed a Flowering Japanese Cherry through the scheme. Sue
explained: “A tree blew down last winter in the grass area in front
of our homes in Horsham and fell over a footpath. I was on the
council’s website, looking at how to report it, when I noticed the
Donate a Tree scheme and thought it sounded interesting.
“A group of neighbours started a WhatsApp group when Covid-19
started and a number of us clubbed together to contribute to the
scheme.”
Picture captions: (Top) Phil Chesters from contractor Balfour Beatty
Living Places with some of the young trees delivered to a county
council Highways depot
Above, Tom Williams from Balfour Beatty Living Places delivers a Flowering Japanese Cherry tree to Sue
Sheppard and neighbours

________________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 18.11.2021 from NALC
Local Government Bulletin 17 November
Please find a link to the Local Government Bulletin below:
https://nuthurstpc.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/General/EX9thopjOBlMo7hj-Q3p-qEB964QDKc_AofDrqriXKaZg?e=GbyHya

Email dated 17.11.2021 from NALC
NALC Newsletter
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Open letter from NALC, OVW and SLCC
NALC, One Voice Wales and SLCC have published an
open letter to all local (community, parish and town)
councils in England and Wales.

NALC committee election update
NALC has recently opened the nomination process
for elections to leadership roles and committees —
find out more.

Onward report calls for levelling up
Onward's report argues government white paper
should include the expansion of neighbourhood
control through local (parish and town) councils.

Improvement and Development Board
Agenda papers for the Improvement and
Development Board meeting on 18 November 2021
are now available — view agenda.

New blog by Aubergine
In our latest blog, Aubergine talk about councils
using digital communication to make content
accessible for everyone.

Email dated 16.11.2021 from West Sussex Fire & Rescue
Fire service public consultation
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Please find below an invitation for your councillors from the Chief Fire Officer of West Sussex
Fire & Rescue Service, Sabrina Cohen-Hatton, to take part in the service’s newly launched
public consultation.
Please could I ask you to circulate this among your councillors for their attention?
A message from the Chief Fire Officer of West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service, Sabrina CohenHatton:
West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service has launched a public consultation around our proposals
for our Community Risk Management Plan 2022 – 2026.
This document sets out the direction of the service over the next four years, and as part of
this we have six proposals that we are seeking feedback on.
I would like to invite you to view these proposals and take part in our public consultation.
You can find these proposals, along with the survey to take part, on our dedicated Community
Risk Management Plan website here.
The proposals include:
•
Enhancing our retained (on-call) operating model
•
Weekend protection, prevention and response improvements
•
Improving protection, prevention and response performance in rural areas
•
How WSFRS should deal with false alarms from automatic fire systems
•
When we should review our Emergency Response Standards
•
How WSFRS proposes to undertake a review of our specialist appliance requirements to
consider current and future risks to firefighter and public safety
This is a key opportunity for our communities and all partners to have their say on our
proposals, and we will assess all of the responses and use to inform our final CRMP which we
intend to publish in spring 2022.
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to visit the consultation homepage and
take part in our consultation.
The closing date for responses is Friday 21 January 2022.
You can find more information on the six proposals and take part in the consultation here.
Warmest regards, Sabrina Cohen-Hatton
Chief Fire Officer, West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service
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Email dated 16.11.2021 from WSCC
Have your say on £3.1 million investment into Sussex domestic abuse strategy

news release
Have your say on £3.1 million investment into Sussex domestic abuse strategy
Residents and communities are being asked for their views on a draft Sussex-wide Domestic Abuse
Accommodation and Support strategy, which will help shape how £3.1 million funding will be invested in
services.
The draft joint strategy has been developed by West and East Sussex County Councils and Brighton and
Hove City Council.
The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 requires local authorities to publish a strategy setting out how they will
protect and assist survivors of domestic abuse in safe accommodation.
Alongside the strategy, the three councils have been awarded just over £3.1 million of government
funding, which will go towards implementing the strategy across Sussex when it is finalised.
More than 70 stakeholders, professionals, service providers and domestic abuse survivors took part in
engagement meetings to inform the draft strategy.
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This work helped all parties to understand what was currently available to victims and survivors of
domestic abuse and to identify gaps and opportunities for improving the offer.
Amanda Jupp, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Adults’ Services, said: “Since the
pandemic began last year, the plight of domestic abuse has become more and more prominent as
people in abusive relationships were stuck with their abusers for prolonged periods of time, potentially
unable to get help from support groups or friends and family members.
“This draft strategy takes much learning from the pandemic and will help to guide us, as well as our
fellow Sussex authorities, in giving the right support when it is needed as we move forward in these
uncertain times.
“We believe the proposed strategy will make a real difference to the lives of survivors and their children,
and we would really like the support of our residents in helping to inform what the strategy should look
like. What you tell us will help us to get it right and make the most of the additional funding that is being
provided.”
The strategy will be reviewed and refreshed every three years in response to the changing needs of
victims and survivors of domestic violence and abuse.
You can complete the online survey by visiting yourvoice.westsussex.gov.uk. The consultation closes on
Sunday 19 December 2021.
The strategy will then be updated based on people’s comments ready for the final version to be
published in January 2022.
If you require any of the information for the draft Domestic Abuse Accommodation and Support
Strategy in an alternative format, please call 0330 222 4248 or email faye.mills.may@westsussex.gov.uk.
If you are deaf or hard of hearing and have an NGT texting app installed on your computer, laptop or
smartphone, you can contact 18001 0330 222 4248.
___________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 16.11.2021 from WSCC
Cabinet approves improvement changes to adult care and support
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news release
Cabinet approves improvement changes to adult care and support
West Sussex County Council’s Cabinet has approved proposals that will enable two adult social care
services in the county to be provided more effectively and help manage growing demand.
Cabinet members took the decisions as part of the county council’s priority commitment to support
people to live independently for longer, minimising the need for long-term services while making the
best use of resources.
This includes moving away from costly under-used residential and day centre buildings to developing
support closer to where people live, including in their own homes, maximising the capacity to support
vulnerable people.
The two proposals being taken forward are:
1. To improve short-term care services in the Chichester and Bognor Regis areas, building on the success
of a scheme which supports people in their own homes on discharge from hospital. We will also
continue to offer short-term residential care through existing contracts with care providers, rather than
a stay in a Marjorie Cobby House, a council-owned residential home in Selsey.
2. To provide more flexibility and choice to older people and their families looking for day services,
including respite care and community activities across West Sussex.
As part of these proposals, a decision was taken to close Marjorie Cobby House and six Shaw Healthcare
day services, ensuring alternative support is provided more effectively and sustainably.
The decisions do not reduce services available to people, but instead offer support and care to people in
alternative ways which still meets the individual needs of residents.
The decisions reflect the change in demand and the need to ensure that services are cost effective. This
is critical as demographic pressures continue to increase across adult social care. The efficient use of all
available resources will also help protect other vital services.
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Cllr Amanda Jupp, Cabinet Member for Adults’ Services, said: “It is important that our services continue
to meet and reflect the needs of those who use them.
“I believe that the decisions made today will give sustainable and longer-term options for people who
need support now as well as those who may need it in the future.
“Both decisions followed widely promoted consultation with those who would be affected, together
with organisations who support adults in our local communities.
“I would like to thank everyone who shared their views on these proposals as well as reassure them that
Cabinet have taken this feedback into consideration when making these decisions.
“I truly believe that these decisions are in the best interests of people living in West Sussex, but I also
acknowledge that they may not please everyone,” added Cllr Jupp.
Subject to both decisions clearing the county council’s normal ‘call-in’ period (25 November) then work
will begin to implement them.
The full decision reports on the futures of Marjorie Cobby House and Shaw Healthcare Older People Day
Services are also available on the county council’s website.
Notes to editors
See below for further information related to the two separate decisions taken by the county council’s
Cabinet.
Short-term care services
To improve short-term care services in the Chichester and Bognor Regis areas Cabinet agreed to focus
efforts on supporting more people in their own homes on discharge from hospital and offer short-term
residential care through existing contracts with care providers, rather than a stay in a Marjorie Cobby
House, a council-owned residential home in Selsey.
For those who do require short-term residential care services in the Chichester and Bognor Regis areas,
places will be organised through a range of local care providers. This will include up to eight specialist
reablement care places through Shaw Healthcare with whom the county council already has a longstanding contract.
The full number of beds available at Marjorie Cobby House in Selsey have not been used in recent years
and a review of capacity and demand has identified that the need for all 34 beds no longer exists.
Additionally, the Marjorie Cobby House building is no longer suitable to accommodate people with more
physical complex care needs without further and significant capital investment.
Many respondents to the recent consultation did not agree with the proposals and shared positive
experiences of the service, emphasising its importance for the local community. However, Cabinet
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noted that whilst the facility is based in Selsey it is a service that is primarily used by people across the
Chichester and Bognor Regis areas. It was agreed that the county council must take account of the
increasing long-term needs of the local population and ensure services are cost effective.
There is a commitment that alternative arrangements provided will reflect what people told us is most
important to them when receiving short-term care away from their homes. This includes, for example,
regular visits from occupational therapists, rehabilitation support and accessible buildings where people
can move around safely. It is also important that family and friends can visit regularly.
The Executive Director of Adults and Health will make the final decision on exactly when the service at
Marjorie Cobby House will end. This will ensure short-term care is available during the winter period, if
required, to support the current pressures faced by the local NHS and allow for a community-based
service to be developed.
Shaw Healthcare Older People Day Services
To provide more flexibility and choice to older people and their families looking for day services
including respite care and activities across West Sussex, Cabinet agreed not to reopen six Shaw
Healthcare day services for older people.
Currently, day services commissioned from Shaw Healthcare remain closed, as they have been since the
introduction of Covid-19 restrictions in March 2020. Those who were affected by the closures were
offered alternative support throughout this period.
A review of the services prior to March 2021 found that they were under-used, running at 40% capacity,
with insufficient demand for places, thus not representing good value for money.
Responses to the public consultation emphasised the importance of day services to people needing
support as well as their carers. This included opportunities for regular social interaction outside the
home and the provision of support for people with more complex needs. The views of respondents
were carefully considered by the Cabinet within the context of the need to provide cost-effective
services in the longer term.
Residents, together with their family and friend carers, will be offered more flexibility and choice on the
long-term options available to them, including alternatives based in local communities. Many of these
will be closer to people’s homes and reduce the need for them to travel longer distances.
Cabinet did acknowledge however that some individuals may still benefit from attending a day service
and confirmed that places will be offered through the county council’s own day services.
___________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 16.11.2021 from Sussex Police
Horsham Weekly News and Appeals
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Horsham Weekly News and Appeals

News and appeals
Call for new Police Community Support Officers across Sussex
People aspiring to be a Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) will be able to submit
their applications to Sussex Police from now until Tuesday 23rd November.
Becoming a PCSO offers a challenging, but incredibly rewarding career where every day
is different.
PSCOs play a critical and visible role in helping to keep our communities safe,
identifying and protecting the most vulnerable and preventing harm. There is a named
PCSO for every ward in Sussex.
All new PCSOs who join in this wave of recruitment will start their training in June or
October 2022 and will earn a Level 4 Diploma in Community Policing Practice, upon
successful competition of a 12-month apprenticeship programme.
While each new recruit will be employed as a PCSO from day one, the training remains
focused on practical policing, with the majority of learning taking place on the job and
out alongside experienced colleagues.
As the face of local policing for the community, we are looking for great
communicators: those who are calm, confident and compassionate. If you can listen
carefully, think through challenges and find solutions, and you have the diplomacy,
resourcefulness and desire to keep our community safe, this could be the career for
you.
To read more about this opportunity please click on the link or go to our website.
To apply, visit our website: Police Community Support Officer (lumesse-engage.com)
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/call-for-new-police-communitysupport-officers-across-sussex/
Sussex Police launch new Business Crime Team
Sussex Police has launched its Business Crime Team (BCT) which is dedicated to tackling
business crime and provide support to our business communities.
The team is made up of nine investigators and a sergeant, through existing resources to
work smarter and investigate business crime, improve partnership working and tackle
this crime type through innovative use of technology.
It will support the business community by working closely with partners, businesses and
customers to bring together intelligence from across the county so they can provide
crime prevention advice and catch the criminals who are targeting and affecting
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businesses large and small.
To read more on this story and to see a video about how the team works and the
experiences of one of the business we support, please click on the link or go to our
website.
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/force-news/sussex-police-launchnew-business-crime-team/
Horsham man Donald Mardell given Criminal Behaviour Order
Police have successfully secured a Criminal Behaviour Order against 59-year-old Donald
Mardell, from Horsham.
The order, which is in place for two years, was obtained on 22 October after Mardell
caused antisocial behaviour in the town towards businesses, residents and members of
the public over an extended period of time.
It comes with a number of conditions aimed to prevent further offending and to
provide reassurance to the community.
PC Jonny Walker, from the Horsham Neighbourhood Policing Team, said: “We are really
pleased to be able to get a Criminal Behaviour Order for Mardell.
“For many years he has caused issues in Horsham town centre to businesses, local
residents and members of the public. The order shows that we continue to actively
target people who cause antisocial problems in our town to make it a safer place for all.
“Alongside other partner agencies, we are working with Mardell to support him and
address the causes of his behaviour.”
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/court-results/horsham-man-donaldmardell-given-criminal-behaviour-order/
Work to tackle knife crime will intensify during national week of action
A week of education and enforcement aimed at tackling knife crime and serious
violence launched yesterday, Monday 15 November.
Operation Sceptre brings police forces across the country together for a national week
of action against knife crime from November 15 to November 21.
In Sussex, the campaign provides an opportunity to highlight and enhance the proactive
work going on all year round to keep local communities safe from knife-related crime
and violence.
The Op Sceptre week of action will see our activity around knife crime intensify. People
can expect to see officers carrying out high-visibility and plain-clothed patrols, as well
as conducting knife sweeps in hotspot locations and engaging with the public. If you
have any concerns, please contact us so we can offer support or signpost to the agency
best-placed to help.
Young people can receive and report information around knife crime anonymously via
Fearless.org.
Members of the public are also encouraged to report information to police
either online or by calling 101. Always dial 999 in an emergency. Information can be
reported anonymously via the independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 or
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Childline on 0800 1111.
To read more on this story, please click on the link or go to our website.
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/work-to-tackle-knife-crime-willintensify-during-national-week-of-action/

Crime summary
There are no residential burglaries or vehicle crime to report this week.
Help us keep Sussex safe
If you saw or heard anything, or have any information about any incident in this
message please contact us online, email us at 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk or call 101,
quoting the reference number provided.
Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, anonymously, on
0800 555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Links and attachments: Sussex Police will only ever link you to secure Websites we
trust. We will only send you attachments where we believe it is absolutely necessary.

Message Sent By
Adur, Worthing & Horsham (Police, District Engagement Officer, Sussex)

____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 16.11.2021 from Age UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove
Thank you so much for your support
I hope this email finds you well. Thank you so much for supporting our Keep Connected
initiative this Winter and for kindly providing funding towards our Bags of Support project last
year. I wanted to send you an update on how the money you donated towards our Bags of
Support project has helped our local communities and I look forward to updating you on our
Keep Connected initiative.
Very best wishes,
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Jo Prodger, Fundraising Coordinator
Age UK West Sussex, Brighton & Hove
____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 16.11.2021 from HDC
Latest news: Town centre marks Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day | Buy Local this
Christmas | Electric charging point contract set to benefit thousands
The lates t new s and i nform ati on from Hors ham Distr ict Council

Latest news and information
Buy Local this Christmas
This Christmas, Horsham District Council is encouraging the
public to “Buy Local, Gift Happy” as part of their ongoing Buy
Local Campaign to support local independent businesses.
The campaign reminds local people and shoppers that
Horsham District has everything you need to make this
Christmas an extra special one. From gifts and wrapping, to
decorations and Christmas lights.

Read more

Acts of Remembrance in Horsham
Last week two acts of Remembrance took place to reflect and honour those who serve and
sacrifice, and acknowledge the innocent lives lost through conflict.
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Armistice Day
the Horsham Branch of the Royal British Legion, in
conjunction with Horsham District Council held a short
wreath laying ceremony at the War Memorial in the Carfax
in Horsham on 11 November for those wishing to remember
at the ‘eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month’.
Horsham District Council Chairman Cllr David Skipp led the
wreath laying on behalf of the people of Horsham District
with wreaths also being laid by Zäl Rustom Chairman of the
Horsham Branch of the Royal British Legion and Jeremy
Quin MP.
The Rev’d Canon Lisa Barnett addressed the audience and said prayers.
The ceremony was also attended by World War 2 veteran 98 year old Geoffrey Weaving
(pictured).

Remembrance Sunday
A respectful act of remembrance was marked this year at the
War Memorial in Horsham’s Carfax on Sunday 14 November.
Horsham District Council Chairman Cllr David Skipp led the
wreath laying on behalf of the people of the Horsham District.
Wreaths were also laid by Cllr Karen Burgess on behalf of
Jeremy Quin MP and by Cllr Andrew Baldwin on behalf of
West Sussex County Council.
Horsham District Council’s Cllr Martin Boffey played at two
Remembrance services; on Armistice Day and on
Remembrance Sunday, as well as other services in Horsham throughout the week.

UK's largest electric vehicle charging
project set to benefit thousands of
drivers in Horsham District
As a result of close collaboration between Horsham District
Council and West Sussex County Council a major electric
vehicle charging point project contract has now been
signed with Connected Kerb which will enable the large
scale roll out of thousands of public electric vehicle
chargepoints across the county and Horsham District within
the next decade.
For the Horsham District, this project will see thousands of
chargepoints installed on streets, in public sector car parks
and on community facilities, helping many drivers without
off street parking to go electric.
This project will be part of the UK’s largest electric vehicle chargepoint deployment by a
local authority.
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Read more

Horsham Chairman hosts French twin
town visitors
Horsham District Council Chairman Cllr David Skipp
welcomed representatives from Horsham’s French twin town,
Saint Maxent L’Ecole to Horsham on Friday 5 November.
The French delegates were the Mayor of Saint-Maixent
École, Monsieur Stephane Baudry and Madame Karine Bris,
Secretary of the Twinning Association.
During their visit they did a tour of the town stopping off at
The Pavilions in the Park Leisure Centre, the Capitol,
Horsham Museum and Art Gallery, St Mary’s Church in the
Causeway and the Council’s offices at Parkside where they
met the senior leadership team.

Read more

Council cracks down on fly-tipping
Horsham District Council is clamping down on the activities
of fly-tippers, having successfully issued three substantial
fines recently.
Two of the three Fixed Penalty Notice fines were issued to
individuals for failing their duty of care to ensure that
contractors employed by them had a valid Waste Carrier
Licence.
Fines of £400 were issued, these were reduced to £250 for
early payment.
If you hire someone to dispose of your rubbish, always
check they have a Waste Carrier Licence, or you could
be fined if they fly-tip the waste.

Read more
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Local retailers benefit from Shop
Improvement Grant boost
Multiple independent businesses from Horsham District’s
high streets have benefitted in recent months from some
£80,000 of grant funding to improve the appearance of their
premises, courtesy of Horsham District Council.
Here, we talk to local businesses Christina's in Henfield and
Deja! in Horsham about the grant and what it's meant for
them.

Read more

More news from Horsham District Council

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

___________________________________________________________________________________________
_
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Email dated 16.11.2021 from HDC
Minutes published: Meeting of Tuesday, 2nd November, 2021 5.30 pm, Planning Committee
(North).
View this item on the web site
____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 15.11.2021 from HDC
Alcohol Awareness Week

cohol and R el ations hips | Ti ps to cut dow n | Alc ohol Quiz | Know Your U nits | Alcohol & Your Behavi our

About the campaign
Alcohol Awareness Week is a chance for the UK to get thinking about their drinking. It's a
week of awareness-raising, campaigning for change, and more. The week's theme this year
is Alcohol and Relationships.
Alcohol and relationships are closely linked. Many of us associate alcohol and socialising,
and alcohol can become a big part of our connections and interactions with those around
us.

More Information

Alcohol and your
relationships
Sometimes, our own or a loved one’s drinking can have a
negative impact on our relationships, or stand in the way
of us taking action on our own drinking. It can have a
huge impact on our lives, from health problems, financial
worries, relationship breakdown and parenting difficulties.
While during the pandemic it was easy for couples to
drink too much together at home, the new pressure now
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might be to drink too much on a social level. Such as, a partner or friend who pressures you
to drink, 'sober shaming' and pressures we put on ourselves to get back to ‘normal’
socialising.

Read More

How can you help your relationships?
Opening up about your own drinking or speaking to a loved one about theirs can benefit
your relationship as well as your health. Being candid with each other can be a positive step
in creating lasting change.
Check out these top tips below from Alcohol Change UK!
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Re-thinking drinking Knowing your units
Would you know what a unit of alcohol is?
habits
Do you and your partner recognise your own
drinking pattern? Whether you drink on the
weekends, daily or simply drink to unwind,
now could be the time to evaluate and break
your habits by cutting down.

The number of units is based on the size of
the drink, as well as its alcohol strength, so
it's naturally confusing trying to work it out
when there are so many different types of
drinks and glass sizes!

Take at look at some of our top tips below of
ways you can cut down as a couple.

However, becoming more familiar with units
can help you stay in control of your drinking
and someone else's.

Top Tips

Men and women are advised not to drink
more than 14 units a week on a regular
basis, so you could spread the drinking over
3 or more days (if you know you regularly
have 14 units or more) or try to have several
drink-free days each week.

Test your knowledge on alcohol with this
quick quiz from 'Alcohol Change' and find out
We've put together this handy guide on
if you know how much is too much!
alcohol units and what each drink amounts
to in calories...which may make you want to
think twice!
Alcohol Quiz

Units Guide
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Alcohol and your
behaviour
Why is it that a pleasant evening with our partner, whether
it’s a cosy night in or a romantic meal out, can sometimes
end in an argument when we drink?
Alcohol as a substance and drinking too much of it, can
radically change the way we think and feel. Some of the
ways that it can change our mood and behaviour could be:
Changes in stress levels - you and your partner might
feel more stressed which could cause more arguments.
Feelings of anxiety - you or your partner might start to feel mistrust and jealously towards
one and another.
For more information, you can read Alcohol Change's fact sheet on alcohol plus our leaflet
and fact sheet on alcohol and mental health.

Read More

Alcohol Advice Service
Is drink sneaking up on you but don't know where to
start?
Our free service provides a series of one to one sessions
to support people who may be drinking at increasing risk
or higher risk levels.
This might have been identified by a health professional
or if someone recognises that they are drinking at a
problematic level and either want to cut down or stop
drinking altogether to enjoy a healthier lifestyle.
It is a confidential, non-judgmental service with no group work involved and people are not
expected to stop drinking completely unless they want to. Get in touch to find out more.

Contact us
Have you taken the alcohol test? Find out your score by using our own Alcohol Screening
Tool.

Audit C Test
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Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
www.horshamdistrictwellbeing.org.uk
info@horshamdistrictwellbeing.org.uk

____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 15.11.2021 from West Sussex Fire & Rescue
Have your say on the future of your fire and rescue service!

news release
Have your say on the future of your fire and rescue service!
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Improving frontline firefighter cover at a number of key fire stations is just one of a number of proposals
set out in a new public consultation launched by West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service.
The fire and rescue service is proposing to increase firefighter availability at some stations, to better
align its resources to the risks within the county. This will allow the service to enhance its emergency
response, as well as its vital prevention and protection activity within the community.
The proposals are set out in the service’s draft Community Risk Management Plan (CRMP), which
outlines the fire and rescue service’s key priorities over the course of the next four years.
The proposals include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Enhancing our retained (on-call) operating model
Weekend protection, prevention and response improvements
Improving protection, prevention and response performance in rural areas
How WSFRS should deal with false alarms from automatic fire systems
When we should review our Emergency Response Standards
How WSFRS proposes to undertake a review of our specialist appliance requirements to consider
current and future risks to firefighter and public safety

The service is now calling on residents from all corners of the county to have their say on its
improvement proposals for the future of the service.
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Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire & Rescue, Duncan Crow said: “The CRMP is a document
that identifies all foreseeable risk that could affect our communities. It helps us to work out where we
need our staff and resources, so that we can respond to high-risk incidents and plan how to deliver our
vital prevention and protection work.
“It’s our job as a fire and rescue service to understand and manage risk, and we would like you to
answer six questions as part of our public consultation to help shape the direction of our service. You’ll
be helping to influence our four-year plan for making West Sussex safer. You can visit our consultation
website in order to take part and give us your views, or we can send you out a paper copy of our
proposals and the survey to complete if you don’t have access to the internet.”
Chief Fire Officer, Sabrina Cohen-Hatton, said: “This is a key opportunity for residents, our emergency
service partners, and other key partners we work with to have their say on our proposals. We want to
hear what people from all walks of life have to say about our planned proposals. We will assess all of the
responses we receive and use this to inform our final CRMP which we intend to publish in spring 2022.”
You can find more information on the six proposals and take part in the consultation here.
The closing date for responses is Friday 21 January 2022.
__________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 15.11.2021 from WSCC
Support available to help family and friend carers know their rights

news release
Support available to help family and friend carers know their rights
Family and friend carers are being urged to know their rights, after a new report revealed that 81% are
now providing more care than they did before the Covid-19 pandemic began.
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To mark Carers Rights Day, on Thursday 25 November, Carers Support West Sussex – a charity which
works closely with West Sussex County Council – will host a range of online events highlighting key
information about carers rights and communication skills to help with advocacy.
The workshops aim to tackle some of the main concerns for carers which emerged in the findings of the
Carers Week 2021 report.
As well as showing that more than 8 out of 10 unpaid carers are providing more support to loved ones
since the start of the pandemic, the report revealed that 71% of carers are stressed and anxious, while
74% feel exhausted because of caring. The report also found that 65% of carers feel lonely and isolated.
Carers Support West Sussex offers unpaid carers with information and guidance along with practical and
emotional support, so they feel valued and supported.
Many carers are unaware of their eligibility for carer benefits, as demonstrated in the following case.
One carer successfully applied for a wellbeing fund and a carers discount card, after they were referred
to Carers Support West Sussex. They have been able to use the extra income to pay for a swimming
membership which supports their rehabilitation from a knee replacement operation, as well as
providing valuable respite from their caring duties.
Another carer was able to claim an additional £480 in allowances each month after being helped by the
Benefits Advice Service. The money helped ease the financial anxiety the carer was experiencing as the
live-in carer for both her retired parents.
Carers Support West Sussex also offers help and guidance through events and sessions held specifically
for young adult carers. One beneficiary is now able to study at university, after previously worrying
about the burden that would be placed on her mother to care for her father if she was to move away.
Being able to speak to a Carers Support wellbeing worker gave her reassurance and reduced levels of
anxiety about moving away to university.
Emotional and practical support is also available to young carers under the age of 18 via the county
council’s West Sussex Young Carers Service.
“We are delighted to host workshops to enable carers to learn more about their rights and raise their
confidence to manage their caring role. Our aim is to be there for carers when they are most in need, to
be present in the local community and to personalise support for each individual carer,” said Sonia
Mangan, Chief Executive of Carers Support West Sussex.
Cllr Amanda Jupp, Cabinet Member for Adults’ Services, added: “Carers perform a vital role, often
making countless sacrifices in their own lives to look after loved ones.
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“I have huge respect and admiration for our community of family and friend carers, but I also
acknowledge just how tough it can be for them, both practically and emotionally.
"It is really important that people are aware of their rights, so that they can look after their own health
needs as well as those of their loved ones. It is often too easy for people to ignore their own wellbeing
as they focus more and more on those they care for."
Anyone interested in attending one of the Carers Support West Sussex online sessions is encouraged to
book a place for these events on its website. Spaces are limited and the events have reached capacity
quickly in previous years.
Carers Support West Sussex can be contacted by calling 0300 028 8888 or emailing
info@carerssupport.org.uk. You can also follow them on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
LinkedIn. Visit www.carerssupport.org.uk/carers-rights-day for more details of activities for Carers
Rights Day.
__________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 15.11.2021 from WSCC
Road safety heroes’ teach 5,000-plus children cycling skills

news release
‘Road safety heroes’ teach 5,000-plus children cycling skills
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Today is the start of National Road Safety week (15 to 21 November), but week-in, week-out since
Covid-19 restrictions eased and schools reopened, the County Council’s Bikeability team has been
teaching children how to ride safely … with just over 5,000 youngsters trained so far this year.
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Bikeability, which used to be known as Cycle Proficiency training, is designed to give children the skills
and confidence for cycling on today’s roads.
Joy Dennis, Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport, said: “The theme of Road Safety Week 2021
is road safety heroes, celebrating the heroic work of road safety professionals.
“I want to thank everyone who contributes to keeping the county’s roads safe. This includes the police
and our fire and rescue service, our 61 school crossing patrols who see children and parents across the
county’s roads every school day in all weathers, and, of course, our highway officers and contractor
Balfour Beatty Living Places who, so far this year, have been called out to more than 2,600 emergencies,
such as roads blocked by fallen trees and flooding, and keep a constant eye on the weather, ready to
deploy our fleet of 19 gritters.
“But I also want to commend our Bikeability team of instructors. Investing in the future generations’
safety is so important and I congratulate the team for its hard work: even when the closure of schools
meant courses had to be suspended last year, a team of instructors repaired abandoned bicycles
destined for NHS workers.”
Since re-starting in March this year, the 5,000-plus children have received Bikeability Level One and Two
training, taking them from the basics of balance and control, through to planning and making
independent journeys on busier roads.
Bikeability Balance courses were also re-launched in September for pupils in Reception and Year 1. This
is a series of school-based sessions using games and balance bikes to develop their handling and
awareness that aims to prepare children in Reception and Year 1 with the skills that they will need to
take part in Bikeability Level One.
Our Wheels for all Project, run in partnership with Horsham District Council, re-started at Easter and ran
through to the end of October. Horsham Wheels for ALL inclusive cycling | Horsham District Council
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Bikeability instructor Natalie: ‘At the end of their training sessions, I love to see the children beaming
from the experience’
Natalie Perrin has been a Bikeability instructor for six years and teaches cycling skills to children in the
area between Littlehampton and Chichester. Here she answers some questions to explain why she finds
her job so rewarding and identifies some of its challenges, too.
Natalie is pictured, above, with two Southway Primary School pupils in Bognor Regis.
What have been some of the highlights of your role as a Bikeability instructor, to date, and the most
rewarding moment you can recall?
I really enjoy working with children who aren’t necessarily that experienced on the bike. We often have
riders who, for whatever reason, have not had access to a bicycle or an area near their home where
they can practise their riding skills. When we meet them, they can be nervous and lacking selfconfidence when cycling. We always begin training with Bikeability Level 1. This session takes place in
traffic-free environments and allows us to help them develop their basic bicycle controls skills, in
preparation for riding on the road. It is great to see their self-confidence grow. I find it very rewarding
progressing these riders onto roads and seeing them begin to make decisions independently. At the end
of their training sessions, I love to see the children beaming from the experience!
What have been some of the challenges?
We often train in locations that are quite rural, or have speed limits of above 40mph, which we avoid
using for Level 2 training. This means we must find roads suitable for use that still present us with the
level of traffic needed to carry out the Bikeability syllabus outcomes. We also try to use roads that our
riders are likely to use again in the future, perhaps if cycling to school or a friend’s house. Often, the
County Council instructors will advise each other on suitable roads, if they have local knowledge of
them. It’s very satisfying when you string together a suitable and realistic cycling route.
Would you recommend becoming a Bikeability instructor to anyone reading this who might be
thinking the role appeals to them? What would you say are the key skills they would need?
Yes! Obviously, this job will be appealing to anyone either interested in cycling already or enjoys
working with young people. I personally really enjoy the variety of personalities I am able to engage
with. I enjoy understanding the needs of each rider and challenging myself to ensure we meet those
needs. Bikeability helps young riders develop a riding strategy and road safety awareness whilst also
helping to keep them fit and active. I think anyone wishing to become an instructor should have
patience, empathy with their riders and be positive. Don’t worry if you haven’t had experience of
instructing or cycle maintenance as this is all covered during your training! Finally, make be sure you like
working outdoors. We train all-year-round, even in the cold and rain!
Find out more about Bikeability on our website.
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How we can all play a part in making journeys safer for everyone
The County Council is responsible for maintaining around 2,500 miles of road: A and B roads are
ordinarily inspected monthly, C-class and main distributor roads on a three or six-monthly basis and
declassified roads are typically inspected annually.
•

Our highways officers cannot be everywhere, so the public’s eyes and help in spotting and
reporting concerns, such as a pothole or overhanging tree branch, are really appreciated, and
this can be reported via our website. If a concern is a significant and immediate risk to public
safety, please phone 01243 642105.

•

There’s lots of general information about road safety on our website, too

•

There are 61 School Crossing Patrols (SCPs) across West Sussex, seeing children and parents
across roads in all weathers during term time. There are a number of vacancies and anyone
interested in becoming a SCP can find out more on our website

•

The County Council, including West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service, is a partner in the Sussex
Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP). The partnership also includes teams from Brighton and Hove City
Council, East Sussex County Council, East Sussex Fire and Rescue Service, Highways England and
Sussex Police. The SSRP continues its work to reduce road casualties across Sussex with
education, engagement, enforcement and engineering.

____________________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 15.11.2021 from Rural Services Network
Rural Services Bulletin
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Rural Lens Review of Heat and Buildings Strategy
Published on 19th October, the Governments Heat and Buildings Strategy sets out its plan to
significantly cut carbon emissions from the UK’s 30 million homes and workplaces in a simple, lowcost and green way whilst ensuring this remains affordable and fair for households across the
country. Like the transition to electric vehicles, this will be a gradual transition which will start by
incentivizing consumers and driving down costs.
The RSN has examined the strategy through a Rural Lens, this is a series of work published by
the RSN, where we have reviewed Government strategies and plans from a rural perspective,
highlighting your attention to key parts that may affect your rural communities and service delivery.

Read more...

Chair of Rural Services
Network re-elected

Countryside COP
recommendations

Rural businesses miss out on
£300m funding pot
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3,835 UK Schools are in
Postcodes with No Access to
Full Fibre

Regeneration of brownfield
sites is creating much-needed
housing

New member wins prestigious
conservation award

Rural firms ‘losing out’ after
EU funds replaced

Barclays to close more bank
branches in 2022

Rural Related Politics - An
RSN weekly review

The RSN are delighted to re-appoint Cecilia Motley as their Chair for the forthcoming year and the
Members of the Executive were also reappointed. We look forward to working together on behalf of rural
communities over the next twelve months.

RO trend and proportion analysis
Within the Local Authority Finance section of the RSN website an updated analysis of the outturn data of
local authority revenue expenditure and financing has now been released with provisional data for the
financial year April 2020 to March 2021. The analysis provides the expenditure per head for each service
area, the corresponding percentage of total service expenditure, and in both cases an average for
authorities of same class and classification.
- View this analysis here
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In Hinterland this week - remembrance, COP’s rural implications, budget slight of hand to give rural
areas a lesser deal in the successor to EU funding, hospitals at bursting point, profiteering in social
care and the challenges of spending a rural penny. For more information

read on...

Looking for funding for your local project
or community group? Read the
latest edition of the Funding Digest here

Read the latest Government
Consultations that may be relevant to
rural communities here

Member Insights is the place to discover
the statistics that define communities
within our membership
Visit the Members Insights here

Find out about our campaign for fairer
funding for rural areas here
This includes our work on the Local
Government Finance Settlement
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This Rural Bulletin is published by the Rural Services Network and brings you a round up
of our existing publications in one place.
If you have any comments on the Rural Bulletin, please contact us here.
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