Memo (Agenda December 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
cc:
From:
Date:

Nigel Jupp (County Councillor) & Toni Bradnum (District Councillor)
Sarah Hall
6th December 2021 (week commencing 29th November 2021)

Re:

COUNCILLORS’ BRIEFING NOTE

I have outlined below a number of recent developments for your information.
(1)

Planning Applications Issued
Number

(2)

NPC
Meeting

Applicant & Reason

Consultation
Closes

Councillor

Applicant & Reason

Comment to
HDC

HDC
Decision

No objection

Permitted

No objection

Application
Withdrawn

HDC Decisions
Number
DC/21/1602

(4)

Consultation
Closes

Delegated Decisions (Email Consultations)
Number

(3)

Applicant & Reason

Erection of a single storey two bay garage and
internal garage conversion to provide
habitable accommodation.
1 The Grange, Ghyll House Farm, Broadwater
Lane, Copsale
DC/21/2301
Non Material Amendment to previously
approved application DC/18/2231 (Demolition
of existing 3no. dwellings and associated
buildings, retention of existing ponds and
erection of 4no. dwellings (net 1no. dwellings)
associated improved access and provision of
hardstanding, parking, landscaping and garden
and amenity space) to allow for a relocation of
the plot 1 car port from south to north side of
the house and extending access road.
Ghyll House Farm, Broadwater Lane, Copsale
Applications going to Planning Committee (North)

1

Number

(5)

Comment
to HDC

HDC

Enforcement Numbers
Number

(6)

Applicant & Reason

Nature of Complaint

HDC Action

Appeals
Number

Applicant & Reason

PIanning
Inspectorate

Website Analytical Data
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Correspondence
03.12 2021 from AirS
Dear Member,
I am writing to formally invite you to the Action in rural Sussex AGM on 16 th December at
5pm.
Given the current developments with COVID, we have again decided to have a virtual meeting
to ensure everyone’s continued safety and wellbeing.
We look forward to the opportunity to reflect on the work of Action in rural Sussex over the
past year and to inform you of some of our exciting plans for the future.
Please find enclosed the agenda and papers for the AirS’ AGM including the Financial
Statements for the year 2020/2021 and the draft minutes of our last AGM.
I look forward to seeing you on 16th December.
Please do email me as soon as possible if you would like attend and I will ensure that you
receive the relevant meeting link.
Very best regards,
Sarah Blake
Corporate Administrator

Action in rural Sussex, Suite F1, Waterside Centre, North Street, Lewes, East Sussex BN7 2PE
@ruralsussex www.ruralsussex.org.uk Switchboard: (01273) 473422
__________________________________________________________________________________

03.12.2021 from HDC to Rudwick Parish Council
5 Year Housing Supply
Dear Ms Clayton,
5 Year Housing Supply
Thank you for copying me on your recent correspondence to HALC regarding the issue of the

3

Council's five year land supply. As the content of the letter concerns matters which are the
responsibility of Horsham District Council, I have provided my views in relation to the requests
made to HALC in turn below:
1. Confirm to HDC the importance of maintaining a 5 year supply regardless of Plan (new or
existing), and the need to avoid concession of inadequate supply:
HDC is well aware of the importance of maintaining a five year supply and has sought to
maintain this position since the HDPF was adopted in November 2015. We had done so
successfully for many years, but unfortunately three different planning inspectors recently
concluded that HDC is unable to demonstrate a five year land supply with a current supply
of between 4.2 and 4.4 years.
In order to demonstrate that the Council has a five year supply, there must be clear evidence
available to demonstrate that this is the case. The level and nature of this evidence is set
out in the NPPF and supporting guidance, but the key test is that sites are ‘deliverable'. I
have appended the relevant extracts at the end of this letter, but the recent appeal decisions
have made it abundantly clear that the evidence bar is high.
In order for us to recover our shortfall for the December 2021 AMR and to be able to
demonstrate a five year supply, we would have had to have granted or allocated enough
deliverable permissions to cover the shortfall that the Inspector found at the recent appeals
and also to cover the dwellings that have been built between 1st April 2020 and 31st March
2021, which have now come out of the five year supply. This is simply not the case.
Given the requirements placed upon the Council, we cannot state that we do have a supply
if the evidence base is not there to support this. Whilst I note that Waverley Borough has
been found by Inspectors not to have a five year supply but has produced a Housing
Statement saying it does, is a matter for Waverley Borough based on their own housing
supply and evidence which is separate from ours.

Dear Ms Clayton,
5 Year Housing Supply
Thank you for copying me on your recent correspondence to HALC regarding the issue of the
Council's five year land supply. As the content of the letter concerns matters which are the
responsibility of Horsham District Council, I have provided my views in relation to the requests
made to HALC in turn below:
2. Confirm to HDC the importance of maintaining a 5 year supply regardless of Plan (new or
existing), and the need to avoid concession of inadequate supply:
HDC is well aware of the importance of maintaining a five year supply and has sought to
maintain this position since the HDPF was adopted in November 2015. We had done so
successfully for many years, but unfortunately three different planning inspectors recently
concluded that HDC is unable to demonstrate a five year land supply with a current supply
of between 4.2 and 4.4 years.
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In order to demonstrate that the Council has a five year supply, there must be clear evidence
available to demonstrate that this is the case. The level and nature of this evidence is set out
in the NPPF and supporting guidance, but the key test is that sites are ‘deliverable'. I have
appended the relevant extracts at the end of this letter, but the recent appeal decisions have
made it abundantly clear that the evidence bar is high.
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to be able to
demonstrate a five year supply, we would have had to have granted or allocated enough
deliverable permissions to cover the shortfall that the Inspector found at the recent appeals

3. Request that HDC carefully examines said Consent Order and determines how many of the
identified suitable small sites not currently counted, may now be, and the impact on the 5 Year
Supply from 1st April 2021.
We are aware of the High Court Decision which means that the definition of a deliverable
site is not a ‘closed list' limited to the examples set out in the NPPF. We agree that it might
be possible for an authority to include other sites within a five year supply if up-to-date
evidence demonstrates that they will deliver within the five year period
However, whilst it may theoretically be possible for allocations in an emerging local plan to
be included in a five year supply, the small sites identified in the version of the Local Plan
which was considered at Cabinet on 15 July 2021 were not considered by full Council or
public consultation on a Regulation 19 document. They therefore do not even have status as
Draft Allocations in an agreed Regulation 19 Plan.
At the recent appeals concerning our five year supply, the Planning Inspectors considered
whether seven neighbourhood plan allocations contained in Made neighbourhood plans
could be included in our five year supply. They concluded that only two of these were able
to count towards our five year supply. This is despite clear progress towards applications on
a number of the other sites. In this context, the fact that the Local Plan sites have not been
agreed means that there is no clear evidence to demonstrate these allocations are
deliverable in the next five years.
4. Request that HDC also reconsiders its discount rate on small site (1-4 dwellings)
permissions. Currently it uses 40% (average) whereas Waverley Borough uses NIL having been
advised by 2 inspectors that even a 10% discount is “too pessimistic”. This alone could add up
to 200 homes to the supply figures.
The 40% discount on 1-4 homes is a statistic which has been used by all local authorities in
West Sussex for a number of years. Whilst it is likely that there is some element of realism
that not all permissions for 1-4 dwellings will be built out, we agree that it will be worth
reviewing this to investigate whether these assumptions remain accurate and up to date.
As this is a statistic used by all our partner authorities this is something that we will need to
discuss with them to establish whether they also wish to review these figures, and if so,
undertake this work onChief
a joint basis.
In addition,Glen
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www.horsham.gov.uk
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our assumptions will require a detailed review of permissions and subsequent build out rates
over a number of years.
Given the potential for joint working and the time required to complete the work this is not
something we will be able to incorporate in the publication of the AMR this December.
However, should this work conclude that our assumptions need to change this will be
undertaken for subsequent revisions to the supply trajectory (in an AMR update or at an
appeal if required).
I trust that this information is of assistance to you in informing any subsequent discussions
at HALC.
Yours sincerely,

5
Barbara Childs Director of Place

Horsham District Council, Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1RL

Appendix 1 - Definitions of Site Deliverability
NPPF (July 2021) page 67 ‘Annex 2: Glossary':

“Deliverable: To be considered deliverable, sites for housing should be available now,
offer a suitable location for development now, and be achievable with a realistic prospect
that housing will be delivered on the site within 5 years. In particular:
a) Sites which do not involve major development and have planning permission, and all
sites with detailed planning permission, should be considered deliverable until
permission expires, unless there is clear evidence that homes will not be delivered
within five years (for example because they are no longer viable, there is no longer a
demand for the type of units or sites have long term phasing plans)
b) Where a site has outline permission for major development, has been allocated in a
development plan, has a grant of permission in principle, or is identified on a
brownfield register, it should only be considered deliverable where there is clear
evidence that housing completions will begin on site within five years”.
In addition, paragraph (007) from the PPG “Housing Supply and Delivery” expands on
“deliverable” as follows:
“In order to demonstrate 5 years' worth of deliverable housing sites, robust, up-to-date evidence
needs to be available to support the preparation of strategic policies and planning decisions.
Annex 2 of the NPPF defines a deliverable site. As well as sites which are considered to be
deliverable in principle, the definition also sets out the sites which would require further evidence
to be considered deliverable, namely those which:
• Have outline planning permission for major development;
• Are allocated in a development plan;
• Have a grant of permission in principle;
• Are identified on a brownfield register.

Such evidence, to demonstrate deliverability, may include:
• “Current planning status- for example on larger sites scale sites with outline or hybrid

permission how much progress has been made towards approving reserved matters, or
whether these link to a planning performance agreement that sets out the timescale for
approval of reserved matters applications and discharge of condition;
• Firm progress being made towards the submission of an application- for example, a written
agreement between the local planning authority and the site developer(s) which confirms
the developers' delivery intentions and anticipated start and build-out rates
• Firm progress with site assessment work;
• Clear relevant information about site viability, ownership constraints or infrastructure
provision, such as successful participation in bids for large-scale infrastructure funding
or other similar projects”.

6

Horsham District Council, Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham, West Sussex RH12 1RL
Telephone: 01403 215100 (calls may be recorded) www.horsham.gov.uk Chief Executive: Glen Chipp

03.12.2021 Email from WSCC
Trading Standards warning over dangerous Christmas toys

NEWS RELEASE

Trading Standards warning over dangerous Christmas toys
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A safety warning has been issued by West Sussex Trading Standards after dangerous toys were found to be on
sale in the run-up to Christmas.
The warning comes after Trading Standards Officers uncovered sales of toddler teething rings with removable
parts that could be swallowed and other toys which failed to meet the correct safety standards.
Other items included a plastic toy snake, set of coloured balls and a baby gym, all with small parts that posed a
choking hazard.
Three of the products were from UK online sellers and the other two came direct from high street shops near
Chichester.
Peter Aston, West Sussex Trading Standards Team Manager said: "It's completely unacceptable that unsafe
and dangerous toys are available on the UK market, putting children at serious risk of injury.
"Don’t toy with children’s safety this Christmas. Only buy gifts from well-known, reputable sellers.
“In particular, I advise people to exercise caution when shopping online - always do your research as some
third-party sellers are often not held accountable for the safety of their products."
Duncan Crow, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire & Rescue said: "The
consequences of buying one of these toys as a gift for a young child this Christmas could be very serious
indeed.
“I would strongly urge all people to only buy from well-known, reputable sellers and to do their homework to
check they’re legitimate.
“People should look for warning signs. If the price of a Christmas present seems too good to be true – it
probably is.”
Anyone who thinks they have been a victim of an unfair trading practice, should contact Trading Standards via
Citizens Advice on 08082231133 or online via www.westsussex.gov.uk/tsreport
The Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) is partnering with Chartered Trading Standards Institute,
The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents, Child Accident Prevention Trust and Netmums to raise
awareness of how to buy safe toys:
Know who you are buying from
Wherever you are shopping, remember reputation matters. Is the seller widely recognised for safe and
reliable toys? Get as much information on the seller as you can, especially if you’re buying from an online
marketplace. Not everything sold on an online platform is supplied by them. If the actual supplier is not based
in the UK, you may face heightened risks.
Always read the warnings and instructions
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Toys must be clearly marked with age restrictions, which are based on risks such as choking hazards. Always
follow the age recommendations.
Consider special needs
Children with special needs might be more vulnerable, so keep this in mind when shopping.
Avoid toys with small parts
They can be a choking hazard.
Look out for strangulation hazards
Loose ribbons on toys and costumes can pose risks to young children.
Check the toys are for kids
Magnets can look like toys. Keep them away from children.
Compare the sellers
Bargains may be too good to be true. Compare the toy’s price with other sellers. If it’s a fraction of the cost,
it’s likely to be counterfeit.
Check for button batteries
Ensure that any button batteries in a toy are safely behind a screwed down flap.
Check for product recalls
See if the toy you’re buying has been recalled at productrecallcampaign.gov.uk
Check before you wrap
Toys must be clearly marked with age restrictions, which are based on risks such as choking hazards. Always
follow the age recommendations.
____________________________________________________________________________
03.12.2021 Email from HDC
Our response to Gatwick Airport Northern Runway Project | Southwater Country Park
paddling beach trial results | Horsham features on The One Show | Award nominations for
our Building Control team
Plus, C hristm as events across H Distric t
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Latest news and information
Council expresses concerns in
response to the Gatwick Airport
Northern Runway Project Statutory
Consultation
Horsham District Council has officially responded to the public consultation regarding the
potential development of the northern runway at Gatwick Airport. This would see a
significant expansion at the airport.
In responding to the consultation, the Council has raised very significant concerns with
several aspects of the proposals, which it has asked Gatwick Airport Ltd to explore in further
detail.

Read more

Southwater Country park paddling
beach survey results
Public feedback from a recent Horsham District Council user
survey regarding a new booking system for the paddling
beach at Southwater Country Park has now been received
and the results analysed.
The booking system was put in place to manage the volume
of people on the beach during peak periods and make the
beach safer and more enjoyable for children and families.

Read more

Christmas arrives in Horsham District
in 2021
10

There are a whole host of Christmas events to enjoy over the
festive period throughout the Horsham District this year,
including concerts and Christmas trails.

View events calendar

Successful Environmental Health
prosecution by Council
Horsham District Council secured a successful environmental health prosecution at
Horsham Magistrates’ Court on 12 October 2021.
Mr Labib Fanous, owner of Holmbush Farm, Slinfold, West Sussex has been prosecuted for
his failure to comply with a Community Protection Notice (CPN) which was initially served
on 12 May 2017.
The CPN required him to not to leave his property inadequately secured against
trespassers, not to leave machinery and equipment unsecured at the property and not to
leave materials unsecured which could endanger human health from around the grounds of
his property.
The property at Holmbush Farm, a former chicken farm, has been vacant since 2002
without appropriate maintenance for at least 10 years and many of the buildings are now
dilapidated and have suffered extensive vandalism on several occasions.

Read more

Horsham features on The One Show
We're delighted that Pop Up Horsham was featured on BBC One's The One Show last
week in a piece about shopping on the high street. The initiative has been developed and is
managed and run by Horsham District Council as part of our post-COVID Economic
Recovery Strategy, operating under the banner of ‘reinventing our high street’.
If you missed the show, you can still catch up online: The Pop Up Horsham coverage starts
at 3 minutes 18.

Catch up on Iplayer
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Award recognition for our Building
Control team
Congratulations go out to two of Horsham District Council’s employees who have been
selected as regional winners in the 2021 South East Local Authority Building Control
(LABC) Building Excellence Awards. They are now going forward to the national finals.
Their recognition has been achieved in the People and Place Awards category for 2021.
The individuals are:
•

Newcomer of the Year award: Connor Hesling, Apprentice Building Control
Surveyor

•

Public Service Superstar award: Sarah Collard, Customer Support Administrator

Read more

Chairman attends Old Collyerians
Association Reunion Dinner
Horsham District Council Chairman Cllr David Skipp attended
the Winter Reunion Dinner of the Old Collyerians Association
(OCA), held at the College of Richard Collyer in Hurst Road,
Horsham on Saturday 20 November. Cllr Skipp is also the
Chair of the Governing Body for Collyer’s and was
accompanied by his wife Helen.

Read more
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Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

___________________________________________________________________________
03.12.2021Email from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin

Launch of new resources on young people
Earlier this week, we launched a new suite of resources on young people which is one
of the big campaign and project themes set by our Policy Committee, alongside health
and wellbeing and climate change. The resources include a dedicated web page, case
study publication and links to other useful information and young people
organisations.
Future Communities 2021
Yesterday we held our sold-out Future Communities 2021 online conference, our last
event of the year, which brought together over 250 people and organisations to
explore some of the significant issues facing our sector. Here are just a few highlights:
•

•

•

Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson, president of the Local Government
Association, gave an inspirational speech on her experiences of council services
as a disabled child, how councils at all levels were necessary, that she always
knew how hard councils worked and is struck by the passion for making a
change, and offered some great tips on engaging with young people.
Mick King, the Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman, set out
the proposals in his triennial review which was published the same day, for
changes and improvements to strengthen and modernise the system. I was
pleased to see his proposals support our view that his remit should extend to
our sector and should be piloted, which we will be discussing with him further
in the New Year.
Jackie Weaver, Cheshire Association of Local Councils, covered her ongoing
work promoting the sector using her new profile, encouraged everyone to get
involved with our Make A Change campaign, listen to our communities and
not be afraid to raise the precept.
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•

•

•

•

Lord Evans, chair of the Committee on Standards in Public Life, spoke on one of
the most important issues facing our democracy at all levels, standards in
public life in today's challenging environment, where he reiterated the
continuing importance of the principles of public life, including civility, updated
on progress with his 2019 local government report and made a request for
help with his next review on best practice.
Cllr Sue Baxter reflected on being NALC chair over the last five years, talking
about the issues she has lobbied on with considerable success. She also gave a
frank assessment of her frustrations and the issues we need to lobby on and
set out several challenges facing the sector. You can read Sue's speech in
full here.
Workshops covered planning and neighbourhood planning, communications
and community engagement, and young people, offering practical and useful
information and advice.
In his closing remarks, Cllr Keith Stevens, vice-chair, paid tribute to Sue for her
leadership and thanked her for everything she has done for the sector,
reiterating his priorities as our next chair.

I'm grateful to all attendees, speakers, exhibitors and our sponsors BHIB Councils
Insurance, Blachere Illumination and CCLA, for making this such a successful event.
And a reminder about our forthcoming events in January on the levelling up white
paper and March on community safety, which you can book on our online events
webpage.
Update on personal safety webinars for councillors
Last week's bulletin included the Local Government Association (LGA) webinar on
personal safety for councillors. This webinar is open to local councils, but we have
been advised that you need to book via the non-member option adding the promo
code WEB2020 at the basket page. Then once you click apply, the page will refresh
with a £0 balance. Apologies if you've tried to book already and have not been able to.
If you still experience any difficulties in booking, please get in touch with
catriona.coyle@local.gov.uk.
Updated legal guidance
Legal Topic Note (LTN) 31 on local council general powers has been updated to
confirm and clarify the general power of competence eligibility. You can find the
revised LTN in the member's area of the NALC website (login required).
Remote council meetings
We have been working with the LGA and others to lobby the government on remote
council meetings. This included meeting officials this week to push them for an
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immediate response given the increased risks and tightening of restrictions, using
examples of concerns raised by councils, including local councils, since the emergence
of the Omnicron variant and the recent severe weather in some parts of the country.
And I'm pleased that the author Emma Kennedy, who became a local councillor in
May, is supporting the campaign and, as a local constituent of Michael Gove MP, met
with him today to press the case. I will provide a further update on these meetings
next week. However, in the meantime can I urge councils and councillors to consider
using two model letters for councillors and councils to highlight the support of
remote council meetings to your MP and ministers; these can be adapted and include
examples of your own experiences.
Local audit
NALC plays a key part in supporting local councils to meet their local audit
requirements by issuing guidance on the governance of smaller authorities through
the annual Practitioner's Guide published by the Joint Panel on Accountability and
Governance. We also help develop the annual governance return and oversee the
external assurance regime through Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments, the
sector-led body we set up with the Society of Local Council Clerks. Both bodies met
this week to shape next year's requirements and future arrangements, and there will
be further information in the New Year. However, we noted that the government had
written to those smaller authorities who had not submitted their annual returns on
time at our meetings. I want to take the opportunity to stress again how imperative it
is for the sector to meet statutory audit timescales to enhance our reputation by the
government.
Local Government Services (Green Book) pay dispute
The local employers' side has informed us that this year's pay award for local
government services ('Green Book') employees remains unresolved. The unions have
rejected the National Employers' full and final one-year pay offer from 1 April 2021
to 31 March 2022. The unions have confirmed the timetable for their industrial action
ballots. UNISON will be conducting a formal national strike ballot from 1 December to
14 January. GMB is currently running a nationwide consultative ballot (closes 13
December) to determine whether there is support for strike action. Unite will be
conducting a formal national strike ballot from 14 January to 17 February. I will
continue to keep you updated.
And finally…
With a significant increase in home-working, it is essential for local councils to
consider what security measures they have in place. Helpfully, on the blog this week,
NALC's partners BHIB Councils Insurance have provided some invaluable advice and
tips on cybersecurity and keeping your data safe – so do check it out!
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03.12.2021 from WSCC
Your latest news on Covid-19 - Shop Local for Christmas - and more
3 D ecem ber 2021

Local Covid-19 and vaccination update
As we prepare for winter and the festive holidays,
there’s plenty we can all do to help keep ourselves and
West Sussex safe from Covid-19.
Cases of the virus are rising across the UK as well as
here in our county, where the number remains higher
than the national average.
In response to cases of the Omicron variant being
confirmed in England, the government has brought in
the following:
•

Face coverings are compulsory in shops and on public transport (from
Tuesday 30 November). Pubs and restaurants are exempt, as are places of
worship. You can find the full list of venues covered here.

•

10 countries are now listed on the 'red list', which you can find here.
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•

All international arrivals to the UK are to take a Day 2 PCR test and selfisolate until they receive a negative result.

In addition, there are plenty of familiar measures we can all continue to follow:
•

Get vaccinated, and have your booster when invited.

•

Take a rapid lateral flow test if you will be in a high-risk situation that day, or
before you visit people who are at higher risk of severe illness. You are at
a higher risk if you are in an enclosed or crowded space, or there is limited
fresh air.

•

Self-isolate if positive and, if eligible, access the available financial support to
help you do this.

•

Stay at home if unwell, to reduce the risk of passing on other illnesses onto
friends, family, colleagues, and others in your community.

•

Meet in well-ventilated areas where possible, such as outdoors or indoors
with windows open.

•

You must wear face coverings in shops and on public transport.

•

Download the NHS COVID-19 app. Keep your Bluetooth and contact tracing
on to stay informed in case you come into contact with a positive case.

The government is strongly advising that face coverings should be worn in
communal areas in all educational settings by staff, visitors and pupils or students in
year 7 and above, unless they are exempt. They should also continue to wear face
coverings on dedicated school transport unless they are exempt.
If you’ve been in close contact with a suspected Omicron case (i.e. close to
someone who has tested positive of this variant of Covid-19) you must self-isolate,
regardless of your vaccination status. You will be contacted by NHS Test and
Trace.
Use the postcode checker in our data dashboard to find out information about
Covid-19 cases where you live.
Winter Vaccinations
The Covid-19 vaccine remains our best defence against the virus.
Please be aware of the update to government guidance on vaccinations:
•

All adults aged 18 to 39 years should be offered a booster dose, in order of
descending age groups, to increase their levels of protection.
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•

Booster doses should be given no sooner than three months after the
primary course.

•

All severely immunosuppressed individuals should be offered their booster
dose no sooner than three months after completing their primary course of 3
doses.

•

Young people aged 12 to 15 years should receive a second dose of the
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine no sooner than 12 weeks after the first
dose.

•

JCVI previously advised that those aged over 40 years and those at higher
risk from COVID-19 should be offered a booster. This new JCVI advice
means those aged 18-39 will also be eligible for a booster when the NHS
calls them forward.

Free transport is available for anyone who may have difficulty getting to their
appointment. It will get you to and from your appointment if you wouldn’t otherwise
be able to get to the vaccination site.

More local information on Covid-19

Help to heat your home
It’s Fuel Poverty Awareness Day today
(Friday 3 December), which aims to raise
awareness of fuel poverty and cold
homes.
There are almost 30,000 fuel poor
households in West Sussex. If you or anyone you know are worried about how to
pay for energy this winter, call 01243 974063 or visit the West Sussex Energy
website on the link below for help and advice. #FuelPovertyAwarenessDay.

Advice on heating your home this winter
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Social Worker of the Year is from West
Sussex
Our inspirational West Sussex social worker Vivian
Okeze-Tirado was named Overall Social Worker of the
Year 2021 at a national awards ceremony in November.
Vivian also scooped the Social Justice Advocate gold
award before being named overall winner at the Social
Worker of the Year Awards, which celebrated the very
best achievements of social workers in the country.
Vivian joined West Sussex County Council as a newly
qualified social worker in 2014. She is an Advanced
Social Worker, doing vital work to support, train and
supervise West Sussex foster carers and other social
workers. Watch Vivian’s video where she talks about
her passion for social work.
If Vivian’s story inspires you to start a career in social work or to transfer to West
Sussex, you can find out about the opportunities currently available on the link
below.

Careers in children's social work

Need some Christmas shopping
inspiration?
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas. If
you’re looking for gift ideas, then check out our
Experience West Sussex website.
Their Shop Sussex pages have plenty of
inspiration, from spa breaks and West Sussex
sparkling wine, to gift vouchers and tickets to
local attractions. And best of all, by shopping
local, you’re supporting local businesses.
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You can also show your support this Saturday (4 December) by taking part in Small
Business Saturday.
On the website below you can search for small local businesses near to you.

Find a small local business

Step back in time this December
During December, we are collaborating with West
Sussex Record Office and West Sussex Past
Pictures (owned by West Sussex Libraries and
seven of the county’s museums) to bring residents of
West Sussex (and further afield) a special Christmas
advent calendar.
Every morning at 8am we'll be revealing another
fabulous festive image from one of these great
archives and sharing a glimpse of winters gone by in
the county. To get involved just follow us on
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.
Image credit: West Sussex Record Office - Garland N52062, Bringing home holly,
Hill Grove, 30 November 1958.

Discover more about our local history and heritage

More news...
•

Captive bird and poultry keepers will be legally required to keep their birds
indoors under new measures to control the spread of avian flu. It comes after
a number of confirmed cases of the H5N1 strain of the virus in recent weeks,
including a case in the Arun area.

•

A group of ten secondary school pupils have successfully completed a threeweek course with West Sussex Fire & Rescue Service. The students were
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the first to take on the service’s brand-new GRIT programme, aimed to equip
students with valuable life skills.
•

Our solar farms are on track to deliver their projected long-term clean energy
targets. As Tangmere and Westhampnett solar farms reach their sixth and
third birthdays respectively, performance tracking has revealed how our
investment in clean energy is bearing fruit.
We are recruiting Independent Panel
Members for school appeals and want to
hear from school governors, parents, or
anyone who is interested in education.

This role ensures school admission and
exclusion appeals are transparent and
impartial. Full training and travel expenses
are given. To find out more email
appealsadministrator@westsussex.gov.uk

Know someone who would like to
receive this eNewsletter?
If you know anyone who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.
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___________________________________________________________________________
03.12.2021 email from Sussex Police
#Shop kind this Christmas

This week I spoke with around 100 members of the
U3A (University of the Third Age) in Eastbourne
about local and national crime issues.
The additional police officers and PCSOs who have
been recruited into neighbourhood policing in Sussex
are really welcomed but the U3A members also
expressed concerns about wider criminal issues,
including tackling child sexual exploitation,
conviction rates for violent offenders, drug gangs and
fraud, particularly against the elderly.
Sussex Police’s Operation Signature has successfully protected thousands of residents from
fraud and supported vulnerable victims and I hope to hear that this approach is recognised in
the Tackling Economic Crime Awards next week.
It is important for me to understand people’s priorities and to explain that dealing with many
crimes requires a policing response that is often unseen but essential. You can still have your
say on your priorities in my survey.
The emergence of the Omicron Covid variant has meant the re-introduction of some
regulations including mask-wearing in shops. Whilst most of us see the health sense behind
this precautionary move we know that some people will either not comply or vent their
frustration on shop staff, especially as we enter the last few shopping weeks before
Christmas.
Having listened to our Safer Sussex Business Partnership and championed tougher measures,
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I am really pleased to see that retail workers could be better protected from assault and
abuse by a Government amendment to the Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Bill.
Last year my office led the Keeping Christmas Kind campaign to tackle this in Sussex and this
year the #ShopKind campaign carries the same message across the country.

Have your say on your priorities in my survey

Another legislation proposal that I am pleased to see is a Serious Violence Duty on public
bodies to collaborate to tackle domestic abuse and sexual offences. This is another positive
amendment to the Police, Crime, Sentencing & Courts Bill which should improve datasharing and early interventions that could prevent some offenders from escalating their
behaviour.
Sussex Police have launched their own survey asking for your views on the experience of
women and girls as victims of harassment, sexual and violent crime. The online survey
started last week at the start of a global 16 days of activity against gender-based violence
and runs until the end of the year.
Every resident deserves to feel safe in our county, so I’m pleased that violence against
women and girls is a topic which Sussex Police is taking seriously. I will be interested to see
the results of their new survey and will be monitoring what changes are made as a result.
You can give your views in the online survey. Results will be published but all responses are
anonymous.
Finally, on Monday (6th December) I'm launching a unique and hard-hitting new campaign.
Keep your eyes peeled for an email all about it then.

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
SHARE WITH A FRIEND

HAVE YOUR SAY IN OUR LATEST POLL
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___________________________________________________________________________
03.12.2021 Email from HDC
Horsham Wellbeing December Newsletter
New Emoti onal Eating W orks hop | Get Activ e & Weig ht l oss c ourses| C hol esterol Talk | Prediabetes

Health and Wellbeing
Enjoy the festive season!
The Health and Wellbeing team are here to help you get on track with free courses, health
talks and sessions to help you improve your health.

One to one support

Our team of friendly advisors are still on hand to offer tailored one-to-one support to help
you achieve your health and wellbeing goals. We can offer this support over the phone or in
person at our Wellbeing Centre in Horsham, our Hub at Steyning Leisure Centre or we can
come to a community venue near you.
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More Information

WOW
We have spaces left on our next Weight off
Workshops!
Begin the course with two private one-on-one
coaching sessions (taking place in December and
early January) which will cover introductions,
expectations, barriers and triggers and then join the
10 weekly group workshops that cover topics such as
healthy eating, emotional eating, exercise, stress and
sleep.
Monday 1pm in Henfield
Tuesday 6pm in Billingshurst
Wednesday 6pm in Horsham
Friday 11:30am in Storrington

Enquire now to avoid disappointment!

Emotional Eating &
Unhelpful Behaviours
workshop
Brand new for 2022, our Emotional Eating and
Unhealthy Behaviours workshop focusses
on identifying the reasons for emotional eating,
triggers and barriers, and what steps you can put
in place to overcome these challenges. It can
also be applied to any unhealthy behaviour
patterns such as excessive drinking or smoking.
Monday 31 January 9:30 – 11:30am
If you're ready for change and want to learn
simple steps and tools for managing emotional eating, this session could be for you.
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Contact us to book
Please note: This workshop is not intended to be a substitute for medical advice. If you
suffer from an eating disorder or a mental health issue that affects your eating habits, this
workshop may not be appropriate for you and you should contact your GP for advice.

Pre-diabetes session
Places are available on our next pre-diabetes
session. We will support you to set small,
manageable goals to improve your health and
wellbeing and help you take more control of
reducing your risk of diabetes.
Friday 14 January, 9.30am at the Wellbeing
Centre

Book your place

High Cholesterol Group
Talk
Are you worried about your cholesterol?
Has your GP recently given you test results and
said you have high or raised cholesterol levels?
Our friendly and informal group talk aims to give
you the knowledge and guidance to show how a
few small steps can improve your cholesterol
levels and your overall general health.
Thursday 13 January, 5 - 6.30pm at the
Wellbeing Centre

Book your place
Please note: Our advisors can provide helpful tips and advice on lowering your cholesterol
but they are not medically trained and can't answer questions on any medications you may
be taking. If you have any medical questions you should seek advice from your GP.
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Get Moving!
If you're looking to get active we have new FREE courses in January for you to
choose from!
From learning to run to dancing your way to fitness, we've got something for everyone to
lead a healthier lifestyle in the New Year.

Learn To Run

Legs Bums Tums

If you want to do more than just walking, why
not try our Learn To Run course next year?
A 10-session beginner's course that aims to
encourage and give participants the
confidence to start to run.

This is a ten session course for beginners
aiming to support and guide individuals
through their first steps to getting active or
getting back into activity. Each session will
involve an aerobic section (aimed at getting
your heart rate up) as well as a strength and
toning section.

The sessions are a mixture of walking/brisk
walking and jogging.There are no
expectations about where you should be at
by the end of the course as everyone is
different and progresses at different rates.
Our aim is to create a friendly and supportive
environment to get you moving at your own
pace, whether that's walking, jogging or a
mixture of the two, and more importantly we
want you to enjoy yourself!

Sessions will be led by a qualified instructor
who can tailor all exercise to suit your needs.
She will contact you before the course starts
to find out more about you and let you know
what to expect.
Next available courses:

Next available course:

Tuesday 11 January 6.30pm at St Andrew's,
Roffey.

Monday 24 January 9.30am in Horsham
Park.

Thursday 13 January 9.30am at The Drill
Hall, Horsham.
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65+ Back to Exercise
Course
New for January 2022, a 10 week course for the
over 65's.
A fun and friendly aerobic and strength class with
the older body in mind. It’s a workout routine that
has the power to help prevent injury and illness,
keep you independent, alleviate stress and get
you feeling strong and healthy.
Next available course:
Monday 17 January 12:30pm at Horsham
Wellbeing Centre

Enquire now
(All courses are subject to eligibility criteria and booking is essential)

Strong and Steady in
Pulborough
You can still join our Strong & Steady course in
Pulborough.
Over a series of sessions comprising low-impact
exercises, this course aims to keep you feeling strong
and steady on your feet with the added bonus of
meeting like-minded people so you get to enjoy the
social side of things too.
If you or someone you know would benefit from
improving their strength, balance and confidence in a friendly and supportive environment
then get in touch.

Contact us
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Dr Bike event
update
Slots for the next Dr Bike clinic are now fully
booked but we will still be on hand at the
event to answer your questions about the
Wellbeing Service.
Saturday 4 December from 11am until 4pm
at The Forum, Horsham

App of the month
One You Drink Free Days
The Drink Free Days app is aimed at people who like a
drink but want some support in tracking and cutting
down on the booze.
You can pledge and nominate a specific number of
drink free days each week and get practical, daily
support to help you stick to it and be more successful in
reaching your goals.
With festivities fast approaching, why not download the
app to stay on track!

Drink Free Days app

Become a Cancer
Champion!
Are you a cancer patient or a carer for someone
who had/has a cancer? Or are you a member of the
public interested in improving cancer services in
Surrey and Sussex?
The Public Engagement Team have various
opportunities where you can get involved and join
their Cancer Champions.
For more information, contact Surrey and Sussex
Cancer Alliance and Public Engagement Team.
Helping shape the future of cancer services in Surrey and Sussex.
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Surrey and Sussex Cancer Alliance

What's going on at our Wellbeing Centre?
Community Fridge
The Horsham Community Fridge offer excess food from local
businesses, supermarkets and allotments, that would
otherwise be wasted, and is available to everyone in the
Community. Come along and choose five items to save it
going to landfill!
Tuesdays 10 - 11am and Thursdays 1 - 2pm.

Horsham Matters
Horsham Matters is a charity that aims to relieve hardship
through the provision of essential services (food, fuel and
shelter) in order to make a positive, long-lasting impact on
people's lives.
Thursday 2 December 12pm - 12.45pm
Thursday 30 December 12pm - 12.45pm

Olive Tree Cancer Support
Providing a range of services to support people affected by
cancer from the point of diagnosis, through treatment and
beyond.
Friday 3 December 10am - 4pm
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Neighbourhood Wardens
Based within the community, our neighbourhood wardens
work alongside partner agencies to improve the quality of
life for everyone and promote community cohesion and
resilience.
Tuesday 7 December 10am - 11.30am
Tuesday14 December 10am - 11.30am
Tuesday 21 December 10am - 11.30am
Tuesday 28 December 10am - 11.30am

Community Link Team
Helping residents feel safe and independent in the
Horsham District. They provide technology-enabled care
(often known as telecare or telehealth) devices and a
'Checking on You' telephone service.
Thursday 9 December 10am-1pm
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Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
www.horshamdistrictwellbeing.org.uk
info@horshamdistrictwellbeing.org.uk
_________________________________________________________________________________________

02.12.2021 from WSCC
County Council supports Crawley’s city bid as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee

news release
County Council supports Crawley’s city bid as part of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
West Sussex County Council is backing Crawley Borough Council to put in a city bid as part of the
national ‘Civic Honours Competition’ for 2022.
The competition marks the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, and these rare awards will grant winning towns
with ‘city status’ and ‘Lord Mayor or Provost status’ for the first time in 10 years.
Paul Marshall, Leader of West Sussex County Council, said: “After wide-ranging consultations with
Cabinet, the Chairman, all Crawley Members and the Leaders of the two main opposition groups, there
was widespread support for the County Council to back Crawley’s bid to become a city.
“The timing of this bid not only celebrates the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, but also the 75th anniversary
of the establishment of Crawley as a New Town. The town has developed and thrived during the entire
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reign of Her Majesty and the County Council sees nothing but enormous benefits from the town
receiving city status.
“We will be on hand to provide further assistance to Crawley with their bid as required and wish them
the best of luck with their entry.”
New Towns were a radical government initiative set up after the Second World War and were proposed
to eradicate the ‘urban disease’ of inner cities by providing good-quality housing, solving overcrowding
and addressing wider public wellbeing.
Following the passing of the New Towns Act of 1946, Crawley was the second area to be identified as a
suitable New Town site in January 1947 and construction began in 1949.
The closing date for bids to be submitted to the ‘Civic Honours Competition’ is 8 December and the
government will announce the winners of the competition in early 2022.
For more details visit the government's website.

Notes to Editors
The West Sussex Record Office houses 41 linear metres of records from the Crawley New Town
Development Corporation Archive and is currently cataloguing and conserving these documents.
____________________________________________________________________________________

02.12.2021 Email from HDC
HDC Response to Gatwick Airport Northern Runway Project
As you will be aware, Gatwick Airport Limited has recently carried out a consultation for the
further expansion of the airport to become a two runway operation. Horsham District Council
submitted its response to the consultation yesterday. This response can be viewed on the
Council’s website using the link below:
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/planning/planning-policy/responses-to-planning-consultations
You will see that the Council raises a number of concerns regarding the airport’s proposals, in
terms of the justification for the proposals, the evidence base used to inform their
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documentation, the impact that these proposals will have on the environment in Horsham
District, and the effectiveness and quality of the public consultation. I would like to thank the
local communities who shared their concerns and feedback with us in terms of their
experience of the public consultation. This knowledge and feedback was something which we
have incorporated into our own response on this matter.

Kind regards
Catherine Howe
Head of Strategic
Planning

Email dated 01.12.2021 from WSCC
Clean energy investment is bearing fruit

NEWS RELEASE

Clean energy investment is bearing fruit
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The County Council’s solar farms are on track to deliver their projected long-term clean energy targets.
As Tangmere and Westhampnett solar farms reach their sixth and third birthdays respectively, the County
Council’s performance tracking has revealed how its investment in clean energy is bearing fruit.
Figures for the 2020/21 financial year show that the 18,000 solar panels at Tangmere solar farm generated
more than 5,235 MWh of clean electricity for the grid. This is 6% more than forecast.
Westhampnett solar farm, which is larger than Tangmere with 26,000 solar panels, weighed in with more than
7,285 MWh. This in line with modelling carried out before the solar farm was built in 2018.
The total 12,520 MWhs of clean electricity generated annually is enough to power more than 4,300 average
homes for a year . Compared to generating this amount of electricity from non-renewable sources, such as
fossil fuels, the solar farms prevented the release of almost 3,000 tonnes of carbon into the atmosphere. This
is the equivalent of taking almost 1,700 average UK cars off the road for a whole year.
With both sites generating effectively, the County Council has seen an increase in the financial return which
has helped offset the increase in energy costs to the authority caused by the current spike in wholesale gas
prices.
Deborah Urquhart, Cabinet Member for Environment and Climate Change, said: “We have established
ourselves as clean energy pioneers in local government through our solar farms and other energy projects.
"It’s really exciting to see that Tangmere and Westhampnett sites are on track to deliver the environmental
and financial benefits we expected, particularly at a time when there is an increased spotlight on action
against climate change.”
In addition to its solar farms, the County Council has been quick to seize on developments in energy storage by
installing batteries at Westhampnett solar farm. The 4MW installation can store surplus energy and release it
to the national grid at times of peak demand.
This helps the grid to respond to fluctuations in energy supply and demand which can be caused by
intermittent generation from renewables, such as wind and solar. By providing this service, the County Council
is supporting the integration of more renewable energy generators and earning additional revenue.
In addition to the batteries at Westhampnett solar farm in 2018, the County Council is also developing a larger
12MW installation on a former waste site at Halewick Lane, Sompting and working to install battery systems in
some of its schools and corporate buildings that already have solar panels fitted. The systems will store
surplus clean energy generated by the solar panels so that it can be used to power the building when it is
needed.
The authority installed solar panels on around 80 schools between 2017 and 2018. The systems have a total
combined generation capacity equivalent to Tangmere solar farm.
___________________________________________________________________________
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Email dated 01.12.2021 from Sussex Police
Horsham Weekly News & Appeals

Horsham Weekly News and Appeals

News and appeals
Sussex Police launches survey on crime against women and girls
Have your say on crime affecting women and girls in Sussex.
Sussex Police are launching a unique survey seeking the views of people across the county on
the experience of women and girls as victims of harassment, sexual and violent crime.
The online survey will run for six weeks and opens on Thursday 25 November, annual White
Ribbon Day, and the start of a global 16 days of activity against gender-based violence.
The survey forms part of the commitment by Sussex Police to engage with local communities
on this issue, to better understand lived experiences and enhance work already underway.
You can give your views in the online survey which can be found on our website. Results of
the survey will be published but all responses are anonymous:
The survey seeks to understand people’s preferred reporting mechanisms, to gauge levels of
under reporting around particular crime types, to raise awareness of reporting mechanisms
and of the different support services available:
Questions in the survey seek experiences of harassment or violence, whether reported or not,
whether the respondent would report a future incident to the police, if not how and to who
else they would report it.
Issues covered include rape and serious sexual assault, stalking, voyeurism, unwanted sexual
touching, upskirting, indecent exposure and street harassment:
Whilst the survey focuses on incidents that have taken place in public, there is also an
opportunity to share experiences of different locations including behaviour you have
experienced online and in your home.
There are currently several current sources of advice and support for people affected by
harassment, sexual and violent crime:
- At the recently launched StreetSafe website you can tell us anonymously about locations in
your neighbourhood that make you feel or have made you feel unsafe. But if you or someone
else is in immediate danger always dial 999.
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- At home shouldn’t mean at risk of domestic abuse - #youarenotalone
if you are controlled or physically, sexually, economically or emotionally abused by a partner,
ex-partner or family member, this is Domestic Abuse. Contact us through the Sussex Police
website sussex.police.uk or find support at Sussex Safespace.
- Going for a night out shouldn’t mean at risk of sexual assault - #nomeansno
If you experience or witness a sexual assault, contact us on 999. You can find support at
Sussex Safespace.
- Walking in the street shouldn’t mean intimidation - #youarenotalone
If you feel unsafe, contact Sussex Police on 999. You can also report non-emergencies online
at contact us on 999. You can find support at Sussex Safespace.
Background:
The Sussex Police current commitment to stopping violence against women and girls is
reflected in a range of initiatives some of which have been recognised as national best
practice:
- A multi-agency stalking perpetrator project to manage the highest risk stalking perpetrators
using dedicated police offender managers:
- Successfully embedding the use of Stalking Protection Orders – the force has led nationally:
- A multi-agency domestic abuse perpetrator project, focusing on the highest harm, most
actively dangerous perpetrators, to reduce harm and repeat victimisation and offending:
- Specialist officers who respond to support victims of serious sexual assault, working
alongside investigators:
- A dedicated team of domestic abuse investigators who can respond to victims via video
calls, providing a quick, efficient and discreet response:
- Extensive analysis to inform police patrol activities including revised night time economy
policing engagement activities to identify and tackle inappropriate behaviours:
- Specially dedicated patrol units responding to emergency calls reporting domestic abuse.
White Ribbon UK: is a national organisation working to involve men in opposing violence and
abuse against women. Sussex Police have taken a stand to end all male violence against
women by becoming White Ribbon Accredited. This global campaign encourages people, and
especially men and boys, to individually and collectively take action and change the behaviour
and culture that leads to abuse and violence. To wear a white ribbon is to promise to never to
commit, excuse or remain silent about male violence against women.
The global campaign commits to White Ribbon Day and 16 days of action to seek to end male
violence against women and girls. By wearing a white ribbon pin badge, you can show your
support in challenging the acceptability of violence by becoming involved in changing
attitudes and behaviour.
There are three hashtags that White Ribbon Day are encouraging organisations to use
throughout the 16 day period, these are: #WhiteRibbon - #AllMenCan #MakeThePromise #youarenotalone.
StreetSafe: As part of the government’s agenda to tackle violence against women and girls,
we are also trialling this new online tool to enable people, particularly women and girls, to
report locations where they feel or have felt unsafe and to identify the features on why that
location made them feel unsafe. This has been developed in cooperation with the Home
Office and the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC).
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Since we began to publicise StreetSafe in Sussex in Mid-October we have already received
more than 500 reports. All the reports are analysed at local level and action taken to change
patrol patterns, and to consult with local partners on issues such a street lighting and layout.
To read the full story, please click on the link or go to our website.
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/force-news/sussex-police-launches-surveyon-crime-against-women-and-girls/

Help us keep Sussex safe
If you saw or heard anything, or have any information about any incident in this message
please contact us online, email us at 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk or call 101, quoting the
reference number provided.
Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, anonymously, on 0800
555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Links and attachments: Sussex Police will only ever link you to secure Websites we trust. We
will only send you attachments where we believe it is absolutely necessary.

Message Sent By
Adur, Worthing & Horsham (Police, District Engagement Officer, Sussex)
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 01.12.2021 from NALC
NALC Newsletter

New resources on young people
NALC has launched a new suite of resources on
young people, including a dedicated web page and a
case study publication.
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New blog: Cloudy IT
With Microsoft 365’s first big price rise in 10 years
around the corner, it’s time to make it work harder
for local councils. Check out Cloudy IT’s new blog.

New blog: ONeill Homer Ltd
ONeill Homer Ltd talk about neighbourhood
planning and how councils can play a role in helping
planning authorities transform how they engage.

New blog: Onward
Onward talk about the system that undercuts the
impressive work local (parish and town) councils do
to help communities take ownership of the local area.

Local council general powers
LTN 31 on local council general powers has been
updated — log in and visit the legal topic
notes section to read it.

Closed churchyards
LTN 65 on closed churchyards and disused burial
grounds has been updated — log in and visit the legal
topic notes section to read it.
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Email dated 01.12.2021 from HDC
Extreme weather: Winter driving tips | How to look after your health this season | What to
do in the event of flooding and utilities loss
Winter is her e. W e have pulled together s ome handy links to hel p y ou, y our family and people i n y our loc al c ommunity pr epare for the winter

Extreme weather Information and advice
As the days get shorter and temperatures drop, it's important to make sure you're
prepared for winter weather. Here are some tips to help you stay safe.

Gritting routes and decisions
West Sussex County Council manage the gritting of
the roads in Horsham District. Use the links below to
find out more about their service:
•

View a map of WSCC's permanent gritting
routes, coloured by priority

•

Follow West Sussex Highways
#GritterTwitter to find out daily gritting
decisions

•

Request a road to be added to gritting
routes

•

Find out what types of roads WSCC grit
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Driving in winter
Read the RAC's winter driving advice page.
Put together a winter car kit. Read the Met Office's
guide to preparing a winter car kit.
Read the Met Office's winter travel advice pages.
Read the West Sussex County Council Winter
Service pages for information about gritting routes
and how to receive the daily gritting decision.

Look after your health this winter
Winter weather can bring many risks to you and your family. Here
are some ways to protect your health this winter.
•

You may be eligible for a free flu vaccine and COVID-19
booster this winter. Find out more and book your
vaccinations on the NHS website.

•

Reduce your risk of catching and spreading a cold with
the NHS common cold tips

•

Your mental health is just as important as physical health.
Read these with top mental health tips from the Met
Office, and check out the NHS campaign Every Mind
Matters for simple ways to help your mental health

Look out for vulnerable neighbours
To support older and vulnerable people during periods
of heavy snow and ice please consider the following:
•

Be even more vigilant during the period of
severe weather, and keep an eye out for
people who may be vulnerable

•

Try to stay in touch with vulnerable neighbours
to see if they need help staying warm or
getting provisions

•

Offer to clear the paths of your neighbours who may need help

Visit Age UK's Keep well this winter page for more advice.

Keeping your home warm
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It's important to keep your home warm to avoid health
problems.
Visit the Met Office website for information to help
you keep your home warm over winter.
You may also be able to get additional help with your
energy bills. Follow the links below to find out more
about each scheme:
•

Warm Homes Discount

•

Winter Fuel Payment

•

Cold Weather Payment

•

LEAP energy and money saving service

Check the forecast and plan ahead
The Met Office’s Weather Ready website has plenty of weather-related advice to help you
prepare for the potential impacts of severe weather on your home, health and wellbeing and
families this winter.
•

If you have a smartphone, download the Met Office weather app from the iOS App
Store and Google Play store and get weather alerts on your phone.

•

Stay ahead of the weather by visiting the Met Office website for a look at the full
forecast.

Flooding, power cuts and
fallen trees
Check the Emergency planning and
extreme weather page on our website for
links to make sure you know what to do in
the event of a flood or power cut. Plus, who
to report fallen trees to if you see one on
the pavement or highway.

Preparing your business
Find helpful advice for businesses during
heavy snow on the Met Office website.
Where possible all communities and shop
keepers should clear outside their
properties to make the pavements safe.
Read the Met Office's advice on clearing
snow safely.
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Emergency planning and extreme
weather

Find more information for businesses on
our Business Continuity page.

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 30.11.2021 from HDC
Coronavirus (COVID-19) update: New temporary measures to prevent the spread of
Omicron variant

43

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Information and advice for public and businesses

New temporary measures to
prevent the spread of Omicron
variant
The Government has announced that the following precautionary measures will be taken to
prevent the spread of the Omicron variant of COVID-19.

Face coverings are a legal requirement in shops and on
public transport
As of 4am on Tuesday 30 November, face coverings are a legal requirement in shops and
on public transport. This includes retail premises, hair and nail salons, taxi and private hire
vehicles. View the full list of places you are required to wear a face covering.
Face coverings should also be worn in communal areas in all education settings by staff,
visitors and pupils, or students in year 7 and above, unless they are exempt. Pupils or
students in year 7 or above should continue to wear face coverings on public and school
transport, unless they are exempt.

Travellers must take a PCR test before day 2 of arrival in
the UK
International arrivals from non-red list countries who are fully vaccinated will need to isolate
at home and take a PCR test on or before day 2 following your arrival. You are only
permitted to leave isolation if this test result is negative. If your test result is positive, you will
need to isolate for 10 days. This is the law.

Close contacts of anyone who has tested positive for
Omicron variant to isolate for 10 days
Those who have come into contact with an individual who may have been infected with the
Omicron variant will need to self-isolate. This will apply even if you are fully-vaccinated or
aged 18 or under. This is the law.
These temporary measures will be reviewed in 3 weeks’ time.
Read more about the current measures on GOV.UK.
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View members of our COVID-19
Aware Scheme
Our COVID-19 Aware Scheme is a way for shops,
restaurants and businesses to show their customers that they
meet a standard of awareness of COVID-19 infection
controls.
When a business signs up to the scheme they confirm they
meet six key criteria to help infection control.
There are currently 44 businesses signed up to the scheme.
View the members as a list.
If you're a business owner and would like to find out more,
sign up to the scheme online.

Booster vaccines scheme
expanded
On 29 November, the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation (JCVI) issued new
advice on COVID-19 booster vaccines for some age groups.
JCVI now advises:
•

All adults aged 18 to 39 years should be offered a booster dose, in order of
descending age groups, to increase their levels of protection.

•

Booster doses should be given no sooner than three months after the primary
course.

•

All severely immunosuppressed individuals should be offered their booster dose no
sooner than three months after completing their primary course of 3 doses.

•

Young people aged 12 to 15 years should receive a second dose of the PfizerBioNTech COVID-19 vaccine, no sooner than 12 weeks after their first dose.

Read the JCVI's statement
This new JCVI advice means those aged 18-39 will also be eligible for a booster when the
NHS calls them forward.
It is anticipated that the Prime Minister will set out how the rollout of booster jabs will be
accelerated to combat the new Omicron variant today.
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Keep spaces well ventilated to
help prevent the spread
When a person infected with COVID-19 coughs, talks or
breathes, they release droplets and aerosols which can be
breathed in by another person. Meeting outdoors vastly
reduces the risk of airborne transmission, but this may not
always be possible. If you’re indoors, you should let fresh air
in to reduce the risk of catching or spreading COVID-19.
The more fresh air you let into your home or other enclosed
spaces, the less likely a person is to inhale infectious
particles.
You can let in fresh air by uncovering vents and opening
doors and windows. Opening your windows for just 10
minutes, or a small amount of time continuously where you can, makes a significant
difference. This is particularly important before, during and after meeting people you do not
live with indoors.
Read more about letting fresh air in on GOV.UK

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 30.11.2021 from HDC
Planning Committee (North) Agenda
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Agenda published: Meeting of Tuesday, 7th December, 2021 5.30 pm, Planning Committee
(North).
View this item on the web site
There are no planning applications in the Parish on the agenda.
____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 29.11.2021 from Neighbourhood Watch
Getting Extra Help With The Priority Services Register

Getting Extra Help With The Priority Services Register

The Priority Services Register is a free support service to help people in vulnerable
situations. Energy suppliers and network operators offer it. Each keeps their own
register, although some share with each other.
We recommend that people who may be vulnerable or at risk during severe weather
should be on a Priority Services Register. Parts of the UK have recently had severe
weather – our turn may be coming! Friends and relatives can assist those who may be
in need of a bit of help to register, such as the elderly or people with serious medical
conditions, or those who may not have Internet access and therefore may not have
received this message. Each operator can be contacted online or by phone. Please act
now, don’t wait!
Power cuts don’t happen very often but if the electricity or water supply network is
damaged or develops a fault, engineers work around the clock 24/7 to restore supplies
as quickly as is safely possible. Being on a Priority Services Register will ensure that
extra support will be received if the customer experiences an outage. Support is likely
to include:
•
•

A priority number that you can call 24 hours a day
Text and voice message alerts, letting you know when they are aware of a large
power cut in your area or should your water supply be interrupted
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•
•
•
•

Tailored support if needed such as home visits, hot meals, advice and keeping
your friends and relatives updated
Where possible they will send you text and voice messages when severe
weather is expected, to help you prepare
In certain scenarios they may also offer a free hotel overnight and transport to
the hotel
For complex power cuts, community welfare teams provide on-site support
which includes hot drinks, hot meals, a Wi-Fi connection and charge points.

OFGEM has a summary at https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/information-consumers/energyadvice-households/getting-extra-help-priority-services-register, and this includes help
in finding the suppliers in your area. As various energy suppliers and network operators
are active in Sussex, the following are the ones who cover most of the county, but there
are some others. If you try to register with the wrong operator they will usually steer
you in the right direction.
Electricity
UK Power Networks – most of the SE of England
https://www.ukpowernetworks.co.uk/power-cut/priority-services/about-the-priorityservices-register
SSEN – parts of the West of Sussex https://www.ssen.co.uk/PriorityServices/
Water
Southern Water https://www.southernwater.co.uk/help-advice/join-our-priorityservices-register
South East Water https://www.southeastwater.co.uk/get-help/help-for-prioritycustomers
Thank you for helping to keep Sussex safe.
Message Sent By
Derek Pratt MBE (NWN, Administrator, Sussex)
To reply or forward this email please use the buttons below or these links: Reply, Rate, Forward / Share.
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Email dated 30.11.2021 from Rural Services Network
Rural Bulletin

Concerns raised
regarding Social Care
costs

MPs launch inquiry into
hidden rural mental
health issues

Plan for car chargers in
all new homes in
England ‘will make
access exclusive’

Vodafone is building selfpowering phone masts
to improve rural
coverage

UK and Ireland Fuel
Distributors Association
launches winter
campaign

Campaigners call for
better mental health
services for rural
communities

Rural Homelessness
Focus of new Study

Government changes
rules on social care cap

Rural Related Politics An RSN weekly review
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The Rural Services Partnership hosts it's AGM on Monday 6th December at 2.003.30. You can book your place now, hurry as bookings close at midday today! If you
have any questions about the event contact events@sparse.gov.uk

Revenue Account Budget Analysis
Within the Local Authority Finance section of the RSN website an updated
analysis of the Revenue Account Budget data has now been released with
budget estimates of local authority revenue expenditure and financing for the
financial year 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022. The analysis shows for the years
2010/11 to 2021/22 authority expenditure per head divided into key areas of
service and provides a comparison with relevant benchmarks.
Access this analysis here...

The weather tells me it is definitely beginning to feel like Christmas – 3 and a bit
weeks out from it! In Hinterland this week – brownfield land exhortations,
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sewage in the sea (there must be a prosaic link there), rural mental health, CofE
on farming, National Trust on hunting and the new version of Cobden’s rural
rides is beginning with a Hermes driver in And Finally. Read on...

Looking for funding for your local

Read the latest Government

project or community group? Read the

Consultations that may be relevant to

latest edition of the Funding

rural communities here

Digest here

Member Insights is the place to discover

Find out about our campaign for fairer

the statistics that define communities

funding for rural areas here

within our membership

This includes our work on the Local

Visit the Members Insights here

Government Finance Settlement
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This Rural Bulletin is published by the Rural Services Network and brings you a round
up of our existing publications in one place.
If you have any comments on the Rural Bulletin, please contact us here.
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