Memo (Agenda December 2021)
To: Parish Councillors
cc:
From:
Date:

Nigel Jupp (County Councillor) & Toni Bradnum (District Councillor)
Sarah Hall
12th December 2021 (week commencing 6th December 2021)

Re:

COUNCILLORS’ BRIEFING NOTE

I have outlined below a number of recent developments for your information.
(1)

(2)

Planning Applications Issued
Number

Applicant & Reason

Consultation
Closes

NPC
Meeting

DC/21/2695
02.12.2021

Non Material Amendment to previously
approved application DC/20/1840 (Erection of
7No. double storey dwellings, car-ports and
garages with landscaping and associated works
including access improvements previously
consented under DC/17/1158, to widen the
access junction and create a passing area with
Church Road) Minor adjustments to elevations
including fenestration, gable pitches and
material finishes. Reduction of roof to rear of
Plot 7. Addition of accommodation above
garage on Plot 6.
Swallowfield Nursery, Church Road, Mannings
Heath

Not available

FPC
15.12.2021

Consultation
Closes

Councillor

Delegated Decisions (Email Consultations)
Number

Applicant & Reason

DC/21/2736
10.12.2021

Conversion of existing stable into a home
office, gym and garage.
Swallowfield, Brighton Road, Mannings Heath

31.12.2021

Delegated
Decision

DC/21/2699
10.12.2021

Erection of a two storey side extension.
Reconfiguration to existing dwelling to include
a partial new roof, retile existing retained roof,
installation of a new dormer window at first
floor level and glazed screen to double doors
at ground floor.
Pipers Croft Cottage, Nuthurst Road,
Maplehurst

31.12.2021

Delegated
Decision
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(3)

HDC Decisions
Number

Applicant & Reason

Comment to
HDC

HDC
Decision

DC/21/1588

Application for the erection of mobile stables
and storage shed. Erection of an outdoor riding
arena with fence.
Sedgwick Lodge, Sedgwick Park, Horsham

No objection
with
condition

Permitted

DC/21/2107

Surgery to x1 Western red Cedar (T1)
19 The Whytings, Mannings Heath

No objection

Permitted

No objection

Permitted

DC/21/2175

(4)

Removal of existing detached garage and
erection of a replacement two-bay detached
carport/garage.
1 Oak Tree Cottage, The Common, Mannings
Heath
Applications going to Planning Committee (North)

Number

(5)

Comment
to HDC

HDC

Enforcement Numbers
Number

(6)

Applicant & Reason

Nature of Complaint

HDC Action

Appeals
Number

Applicant & Reason

PIanning
Inspectorate

Website Analytical Data

2

3

Email dated 06.12.2021 from HDC
Christmas and New Year bin collections 2021

Bin calendar updates
in the Horsham District

Christmas and New Year bin collection
dates 2021
Our waste and recycling crews will be out collecting your bins over the festive period. There
are a few changes to our usual service:
•

There will be no collections on the Christmas and Boxing Day Bank Holidays on 27
and 28 December 2021.

•

Our crews will be working on the New Year’s Day Bank Holiday on Monday 3
January and additional Saturdays on 8 and 15 January to catch up.

•

Collections will be back to the normal schedule in the week commencing 17
January.

•

Garden waste collections will be suspended over the festive period from the week
commencing 27 December and will resume on Tuesday 11 January: the crews will
collect bins that were due on Monday 10 January.

To find when your bins will be collected over Christmas and New Year, check your bin
collection calendar online

Check your bin calendar
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Email dated 07.12.2021 from HDC
Planning Compliance Team
Dear Parish & Neighbourhood Councils
•

During November, 47 new Planning Compliance investigations were opened outside of
the South Downs National Park Authority boundaries, and 5 cases within the SDNPA
boundaries.

•

Please find below the closure statistics for November 2021. In addition I can confirm
that 2 cases in the SDNPA were closed.

•

On 15th November 2021, a Breach of Condition Notice (BCN) and a Temporary Stop
Notice (TSN) were issued on Bellway Homes in connection with a residential
development site on land south of Marringdean Acres, Marringdean Road,
Billingshurst in relation to a number of identified breaches of planning control,
including hours of working, construction traffic management etc.

•

On 24th November 2021 we received the appeal decision in connection with three
enforcement notices issued in September 2020 at Pear Tree Farm, Furners Lane,
Woodmancote, which was dealt with by way of a Public Inquiry in September 2021. It
transpires that in the intervening period leading up to the Public Inquiry after the
Notices were issued, things changed considerably on site in terms of the visual
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appearance/character/use of the land, which meant that the Inspector felt that one of
the Notices was no longer correct. This was in connection with the unauthorised use
of the site for Class B8 storage use which includes the stationing of metal containers
used for storage purposes and the storage of rubber tyres and building materials for
distribution in connection with the unauthorised B8 use. As such he opted to quash
the Notice, and essentially not deal with it. We are now in discussions with the
Council’s Legal team as to whether we should re-issue the Notice with the suggested
amendments. In the case of the other two Notices (which dealt with the formation of
areas of hardstanding and stationing of caravans), the Planning Inspector agreed with
the Council, and dismissed both appeals and refused to grant planning permission. As
such we will now monitor the site for compliance with both of these Notices.
•

We are still awaiting decisions on 9 x appeals that are currently with the Planning
Inspectorate.

•

The Legal department are currently in the process of drafting seven Enforcement
Notices, which are due to be issued before Christmas.

•

Helen Sissons, one of the Principal Planning Officers in the Team, will be going on
maternity leave on 17th December 2021. It is hoped that we will not need to recruit to
her post- instead her cases will be taken on by other team members, as much of her
caseload will be the subject of Enforcement Notices by the time she leaves, however
we will review this throughout her maternity leave to ensure that the current team
members are able to deal with the workload coming in to the team.

I hope this is helpful.
Kind regards, Madeleine
Madeleine Hartley
Planning Compliance
Team Leader

Correspondence
Email dated 10.12.2021 from HDC
Coronavirus (COVID-19) update: Plan B measures and how they affect our venues
The Prime Minis ter has announc ed a mov e to Pl an B i n England
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Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Information and advice for public and businesses

Plan B measures in place from
Friday 10 December
The Government has announced that England will move to Plan B in response to the
risks of the Omicron variant.
•

From 10 December, face coverings are required by law in most indoor settings.

•

From 13 December office workers who can work from home should do so.

•

From 15 December, certain venues and events will be required by law to check that
all visitors aged 18 years or over are fully vaccinated, have proof of a negative test
in the last 48 hours, or have an exemption.

Read the full guidance on Plan B on GOV.UK

Face coverings are now required
in our venues
From today, Friday 10 December, face coverings are required by law in most indoor
settings.
This includes:
•

The Capitol: please wear a face mask throughout the building. Masks can be
removed when eating or drinking.

•

Horsham Museum and Art Gallery: please wear a face covering throughout your
visit.

•

Warnham Local Nature Reserve: please wear a face covering when you are in the
Discovery Hub, the cafe or the hides. Masks can be removed when eating or
drinking in the cafe.
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•

Parkside reception: please wear a face covering when inside the Council offices in
Horsham. Parkside is open for selected services and it is recommended that you
call us before you visit.

•

Wellbeing Centre: please wear a face covering throughout your visit.

•

Y-Wish Hub: please wear a face covering throughout your visit.

GOV.UK: Face coverings guidance

Stay connected

Parkside, Chart Way, Horsham,
West Sussex,
RH12 1RL

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 10.12.2021 from NALC
Chief Executives Bulletin
COVID-19 Plan B
The prime minister this week announced a move to Plan B in England following the rapid
spread of the Omicron variant in the UK:
•

From 10 December, face coverings are required by law in most indoor public places
and the government has issued further guidance. NALC's view of the guidance is that
face coverings are required to be worn at council meetings held in indoor public
places, subject to exemptions or reasonable excuses as set out in the guidance.
Councils are also advised to consider not meeting in December.
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•

From 13 December 2021, those who can are advised to work from home. We are
recommending that clerks and council staff attend council meetings remotely.
Unfortunately, the Plan B guidance does not bring back the ability to hold remote
meetings and we have lobbied ministers directly on this issue on several occasions
this week. We are also suggesting that councils consider not meeting in December.

More information is available on our dedicated Coronavirus webpage which we will continue
to update as more information becomes available.
Remote meetings
This week we participated in two ministerial webinars hosted by the Department for Levelling
Up, Housing and Communities where we took the opportunity to again press minister direct
for urgent legislation to allow councils to hold remote meetings, especially given
developments with the Omicron variant and the recent severe weather. In response,
ministers have said they are considering responses to call for evidence, that this will inform a
longer-term decision about express provision for councils to meet remotely on a permanent
basis and in the meantime they doing everything they can to give councils the full range of
options to minimise the risk and concerns. As you know we are also working with the Local
Government Association on this issue and they too have called for urgent action.
NALC National Assembly
NALC’s National Assembly, our ‘big board’ made up of councillors from each of the 43 county
associations of local councils, held its final meeting of the year on 8 December, here’s a
summary:
•
•

•

•
•

Cllr Keith Stevens was confirmed as NALC’s new chair along with Cllr Peter Davey as
vice-chair (finance) and Cllr Mike Drew as vice-chair (member services).
Results of elections to committees were noted and a full list will be published on our
website next week; first meetings of Committees are taking place before Christmas
covering introductions between members and staff, the election of chair and vicechair, terms of reference, co-options including filling any vacancies and developing
their priorities and work programme.
NALC’s new president, Baroness Scott of Needham Market gave a short address in
which she congratulated Keith on his appointment, paid tribute to outgoing chair, Cllr
Sue Baxter, spoke about the importance of local councils and said she was honoured
to take up the role and work with us to champion the sector in Parliament. Issues
covered during questions included the creation of new councils and building links with
ministers and shadow ministers.
NALC’s annual Lobby Day will take place on 23 March 2022 in Parliament and include a
parliamentary reception.
Councillors received an update on our big theme of young people, including the
recent launch of our new suite of resources and received presentations from Fay
Holland, policy and research executive at Groundwork on their report Youth in a
Changing Climate and Dan Lawes, chair of Youth Politics UK.
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LCR magazine issue 4
The latest edition of LCR magazine is out now! As always, there’s plenty to read in this issue,
with a special section on how to get young people involved in your councils and their
communities. Advice and guidance articles include how you can get new skills to motivate
your communities to tackle climate change, a guide to flexible working, a legal update on
occupiers’ liability and a look at buildings insurance for local councils. There’s so much more
to read, such as our regular look at those motivating councils, councillors and county
associations from whom you can take inspiration! Find out more about LCR and how to
subscribe here.
Boundary Commission guide to the 2023 review
The Boundary Commission for England (BCE) has recently published an easy read version of
their Guide to the 2023 Review. It explains the next steps of the 2023 Review of parliamentary
constituencies and how to get involved in easy-to-understand language, alongside plenty of
images. As an easy read guide, it is aimed to be a helpful resource for people with a learning
disability or who struggle with reading. You can view it online or print it and pass it on to
anyone who may find it useful ahead of the second consultation on the proposed new map of
constituencies early next year. The full-length version of the Guide is also available on the BCE
website here.
BHIB Councils Insurance
It was good to meet with colleagues from BHIB Councils Insurance this week where they
reconfirmed the continuation of our partnership for another three years. We provided an
update on issues facing the sector and developments within the organisation. They shared
with us key issues facing them and areas for continued focus by local councils including
enhancing cyber-security, the importance of sound governance and effective risk
management. With local councils providing an ever-growing range of services and facing
increasing challenges, it is important to have sector experts we can rely on and be partnered
with to support us and arrange the right protection for councils delivering services and
representing communities.
And finally…
I’m a councillor, get me out of here! Do check out this fun way by Carnforth Town Council of
engaging young people in their work including setting the budget. Thanks also to colleagues
at the Lancashire Association of Local Councils for sharing and if you have similar creative
examples or stories do let us know at policycomms@nalc.gov.uk.

____________________________________________________________________________

Email dated 11.12.2021 from Sussex Police
Officers' bravery recognised in national awards
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This week I visited the recently refurbished Crawley
Custody Unit to see the structural and design changes
made to improve the experience of detainees. It’s
important to remember that people detained into
police custody are not prisoners. They should be
treated with care and respect and with consideration
for any mental health or physical issues they may have.
One key improvement in Crawley is the use of glass
panelled doors - for detainees who may be
claustrophobic - as pictured in the photo with Acting
Chief Inspector Jo Hill.
On Monday, the Policing Minister published a new 10-year drug strategy which takes on board all
of the key recommendations of Dame Caroline Black’s independent review on drug misuse. With
a cost of £20bn a year in England and a factor in nearly half of all homicides, drug misuse is also
costing lives and ruining lives and communities. The Government’s commitment of £3bn for a
combined enforcement and treatment blitz over three years is much needed and very welcome.
We know that hundreds of thousands of crimes are driven by drug-dependent offenders so
helping even some of them off drugs will help protect our high streets and demands on police.
However, there is a massive market for so called recreational use served by sophisticated
advertising and supply networks. The new approach will mean the ‘customers’ in this market will
face losing driving licences and passports on top of any fines or jail sentences.
Project Adder, currently running in Hastings and four other towns, is at the forefront of this
multi-agency approach to tackling supply lines, addicted users and helping young people avoid
criminal and health consequences.

Communities will be able to describe how a crime has
affected them
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I was pleased to see the Justice Secretary announce a consultation on a new Victim’s Law with a
combination of measures such as pre-recording rape victims’ testimony to spare them the
ordeal of court hearings. Also, in a positive move, communities will be able to describe how a
crime has affected them as part of witness impact statements already in use.
There are plans for prosecutors to meet victims of certain crimes and to stay in touch regularly.
Victims could also seek redress if they do not get the support they should receive, with PCCs
potentially having an increased role to help ensure they do.
At the 2021 National Police Bravery Awards last night, three Sussex police officers - PC Richard
Bligh, PC Steven Green and PC Stacy Soffe - were shortlisted for their extreme bravery in an
incident in Eastbourne last September.
As they carried out a welfare check a man with a knife approached their car, lunging at PC Bligh
and stabbing him in the leg. PC Green and PC Soffe pulled the man to the ground with PC Green
using captor spray as their assailant laughed.
PC Bligh received 10 stitches and has recovered physically but has been left with permanent
scars. The assailant was jailed for seven and a half years in May for the attack, which was the
result of a long-held vendetta against police.
This incident reflects the huge courage which police officers show in the line of duty. These
three officers risked their own safety to protect the public of Sussex and to protect each other. I
extend my heartfelt appreciation and admiration to them.
Lastly, please do remember to give me your views on future police priorities and funding. This is
really important as your views will help inform my Police & Crime Plan as well as decisions about
the funding of the Force through the police precept.
You can complete my survey here: https://www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/precept-priorities

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner

SHARE WITH A FRIEND
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Email dated 09.12.2021 from WSALC
Covid Plan B guidance for Parish and Town Councils
Please see below some guidance from the NALC legal team. Further guidance will be issued as
things develop and become clearer, please note that village and town halls are considered a
public indoor venue and therefore face coverings become compulsory in them from Friday
10th December.
Yesterday evening, 8 December, the Prime Minister announced a move to Plan B in
England following the rapid spread of the Omicron variant in the UK.
The government last night issued guidance https://www.gov.uk/government/news/primeminister-confirms-move-to-plan-b-in-england and expects to issue more guidance and
regulations in the coming days. We will update as and when we have the information. For
member councils we note in particular the following:
From Monday 13 December, those who can will be advised to work from home. We
already advise that clerks and staff can attend council meetings remotely. The Plan B guidance
does not bring back the ability to hold remote meetings. We therefore suggest that councils
consider not meeting in December.
The guidance says “From Friday 10 December, face coverings will become compulsory in most
public indoor venues, such as cinemas, theatres and places of worship. There will be
exemptions in venues where it is not practical to wear one, such as when you are eating,
drinking or exercising. For that reason, face masks will not be required in hospitality settings”.
We await further information on the meaning of “most public indoor venues”.
Kind regards, Anna
WSALC Limited
Phone 03303 450597
Website www.wsalc.co.uk
9 Pound Lane, Godalming, Surrey, GU7 1BX
Company no 8500937 registered in England

Email dated 09.12.2021 from WSCC
Your latest news on Covid-19 - Fire safety, Shop Local - and lots more
9 D ecem ber 2021
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Staying Covid safe this winter
The winter weather is here and Christmas present
shopping is well underway, so please wrap up warm
and wear a face covering when heading out and
enjoying festivities in West Sussex.
See our #WinterReady campaign.
Yesterday the government announced we’re moving to
Plan B to help slow the spread of Covid-19 and its
Omicron variant.
As a result, face coverings are due to be required by law in most indoor
settings from tomorrow, Friday 10 December.
Wearing a face covering is the one simple thing we can all do to help
#KeepWestSussexSafe.
If you're going into a crowded space or visiting vulnerable friends and family, please
test before you go. Lateral flow tests are quick and easy to use.
There are plenty of ways to pick up or order a free testing kit.
Government guidelines mean that if you’re a contact of someone who may have
been infected with the Omicron variant, you must self-isolate for 10 days,
regardless of your age, vaccination status or any negative test results. If that’s the
case, you’ll be contacted by NHS Test and Trace or your local council tracing team.
Here in West Sussex, Covid-19 case rates remain higher than both the national and
South East regional averages.
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Use the postcode checker on our data dashboard to check case rates where
you live.
The Covid-19 vaccine and booster jabs remain our best defence against the virus
and its Omicron variant. Our NHS colleagues are keen to see you as soon as you’re
eligible.
See our webpage for further information, plus links to NHS availability and
how to book
Don’t forget to get your flu jab as well, which is different to the Covid-19 vaccines.
Other protection measures announced by the government last night include:
•

Office workers who can work from home should do so (due from 13
December, subject to any further national announcements).

•

Certain venues and events will be required by law to check that all visitors
aged 18 years or over are fully vaccinated, have proof of a negative test in
the last 48 hours, or have an exemption (due from 15 December, subject to
any further national announcements).

Washing hands regularly is another simple step we can all take to prevent the
spread of viruses, as is keeping a safe distance from others and letting fresh air into
indoor spaces.
Remember: hands, face, space and let fresh air in.
Support available
It’s especially important at this time of year that we all keep an eye out for each
other.
West Sussex County Council’s Community Hub offers support, including to the
most vulnerable in our community. If you or someone you know is in hardship,
please contact the team using the details in the link above.
Support if you’re required to self-isolate. Please also consider sharing this
information with friends and family who may need it.
Our 'Staying safe and healthy during Covid-19' advice page has further ideas
and links to resources to help you look after your emotional, mental, and physical
wellbeing.
Keep Warm and Keep well on the West Sussex Wellbeing website has more
advice on how to stay healthy this winter.
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More local information on Covid-19

Christmas shopping ideas
If you’re still looking for gift ideas, then check out
our Experience West Sussex website.
Their Shop Sussex pages have plenty of
inspiration, from spa breaks and West Sussex
sparkling wine, to gift vouchers and tickets to
local attractions. And best of all, by shopping
local, you’re supporting local businesses.
For those living in the
Chichester, Horsham and Worthing areas, please do visit these links for details of
local initiatives this year. Remember, by buying local you are helping small
companies survive and continue trading in these difficult times.
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Safer roads campaign
Sussex Safer Roads Partnership (SSRP) are
campaigning to ensure road users think of a safe and
legal way to travel during festive celebrations.
Throughout December, SSRP will be working with
Sussex Police to prevent and detect incidents of drink
and/or drug driving, providing motorists with thought
provoking information on the risk and impact of driving
whilst under the influence.
Road users will be encouraged to think about
alternative modes of travel during the festive period, such as nominating a
designated driver, booking a taxi, or walking home with friends. Motorists are also
reminded of the effect of alcohol or drugs the morning after, and are encouraged to
consider the impact if stopped or involved in a collision whilst over the limit.

Read more about the SSRP campaign

Holiday activities & food vouchers
A host of fun-filled activities and food are again being
put on for West Sussex children over the Christmas
holiday which eligible families can now book.
The Winter Holiday Activity and Food programme
runs from 17 December 2021 – 4 January 2022.
West Sussex County Council is also again providing
supermarket food vouchers over the Christmas
school holiday for every child who receives benefitsrelated free schools meals. Eligible children will
receive a £40 voucher (£20 per week) through their school.

Book, search for clubs and find out more
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Schools autism project
West Sussex is one of two areas in the South East
chosen to be part of a national project to improve
the support and awareness of autism in schools.
An initial 11 schools will be taking part from Crawley
and Chichester districts. They will receive funding to
allocate an Autism Champion who is trained to drive new and innovative measures
that will support autistic children. A new Autism Schools Project Team has also
been set up and is an exciting collaboration of West Sussex County Council’s
Autism and Social Communication Team, West Sussex SEND Commissioning
Team, the West Sussex Parent Carer Forum, disability charity ASPENS and the
West Sussex Youth Voice Group.
West Sussex County Council's successful bid for funding from NHS England will
continue the Autism Schools Project into 2022, when a second cohort of 10 West
Sussex schools will begin the training.
Read the full ‘Schools autism project’ press release.

Know someone who would like to
receive this eNewsletter?
If you know anyone who would like to sign up for this bulletin, please forward this
eNewsletter to them and they can sign up here. Thank you for your support.
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Email dated 09.12.2021 from WSCC
Haul of illegal cigarettes seized from West Sussex shop

NEWS RELEASE

Haul of illegal cigarettes seized from West Sussex shop
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More than 200 packets of illegal cigarettes were seized from a shop in Worthing – with help from
man's best friend.
The illicit haul was part of an operation led by West Sussex Trading Standards targeting rogue
retailers, assisted by tobacco detection dog Yoyo.
Officers visited three shops in Worthing following tip-offs claiming they were selling illicit tobacco, with
support from Sussex Police.
A total of 205 packets of illegal cigarettes and 63 packets of tobacco were found at one of the shops.
Some of the items found were illegally imported into the UK without duty being paid and do not
comply with the legal packaging and labelling requirements.
Peter Aston, West Sussex Trading Standards Team Manager said: “Sales of illicit cigarettes and
tobacco products damage local communities and people’s health but also harms legitimate
businesses – it’s certainly not a victimless crime.
“We always act on reports of illegal tobacco and urge anyone who has information to call Citizens
Advice on 0808 223 1133, or report the details on our website.”
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Duncan Crow, Cabinet Member for Community Support, Fire & Rescue said: “Yet again our Trading
Standards officers have demonstrated they will take action to stop the supply of illicit cigarettes and
tobacco – and stop shopkeepers flouting the law.
“Sadly, too many people have had their lives cut short because of smoking, which is why tackling the
supply of cheap, illegal tobacco is so crucial and must continue.
“I hope the results of this operation in Worthing send a strong message that if shop owners deal in
illicit cigarettes, they should expect to be caught, have their stock removed and face criminal charges
and possible investigation from HMRC if duty has been evaded.
If you have any information about the sale or supply of illegal tobacco call the Citizens Advice
Consumer Helpline on 0808 223 1133 or report the details online at:
www.westsussex.gov.uk/TSreport.
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Email dated 09.12.2021 from Carers Support West Sussex
Latest news from Carers Support West Sussex

Welcome to our email for health and care professionals, in which we share our latest
news and promote our work for unpaid friend and family carers.
We currently have over 30,000 carers registered, with around 340 new carer
registrations per month – a number we’re trying to increase as we go forwards.
We provide the information, guidance and practical and emotional support that carers
tell us they need and value. Read more on these here.
If you would like to refer anyone to our service, you can do so here.
We value your expertise and would be happy to hear any ideas you have for this
newsletter via hello@carerssupport.org.uk.
Contents:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A message from our CEO
Making Carers Count
Our Carer Benefits Advice Service finds over £1 million for carers
Our Digital Champion Service – Help with digital, IT and doing things online, for
carers
Reminder about our 'Stay Well This Winter' campaign
How to refer unpaid family and friend carers
Find out about the services we offer unpaid family and friend carers to us
Carers Support West Sussex Festive period opening times
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•

Have you thought about working for Carers Support?

A message from our CEO
As we come to the Festive period, I want to thank you for all you have done, are doing
and will do to help us help unpaid friend and family carers and those they care for.
As the year comes to an end, we celebrate that we have:
•
•
•
•
•

30,700 carers registered with us
Provided more than 20,000 carers with links to getting their COVID Vaccinations
from March 2021
Given out more than £350,000 in small grants to support carer wellbeing, as well
as, more recently, more than £30,000 in hardship grants
Raised more than £1m in previously unclaimed benefits for carers living in this
County , since April this year
Delivered our new Charity Strategy for, and with, carers. Check it out or just
watch the short video Strategy Aims And Objectives 2021-25 – it’s only 90
seconds long.

These are just some of our successes. There’s more we can do, so let’s keep working
together.
Again, thank you so much, and be safe over the next couple of months.
Sonia
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Making Carers Count
We are pleased to announce that as part of The Sussex Carers Partnership: Carers
Support West Sussex; Care for the Carers; and The Carers Centre for Brighton and Hove;
we have secured funding from Carers Trust to help develop services that will address
the barriers, challenges and needs experienced by under-represented carers from
minority backgrounds across Sussex.
Over the next two and half years (across 2021-2024), we will utilise carers’ experiences
to help ethnic minority carers access essential services, expand and develop new
specialist services and work with health and social care providers to remove barriers to
support.
More information about this project will be shared in the New Year. For any immediate
queries, please contact network@carerssupport.org.uk.

Our Carer Benefits Advice Service finds over £1 million for carers
We know many carers regularly use their own income or savings to pay for care or
equipment for the person they care for, so we’ve partnered with West Sussex County
Council to help carers access any financial support they’re entitled to.
We’re delighted to announce we’ve found over £1 million of additional annual income
for unpaid family and friend carers, since April this year, through our Carer Benefits
Advice Service.
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We’ve managed to help carers with benefits including Carers Allowance, Personal
Independence Payment, Disability Living Allowance, Attendance Allowance, Universal
Credit, Pension Credit, Housing Benefit, Council Tax Reduction, Contribution-based
Jobseekers Allowance and Employment and Support Allowance (New style ESA and JSA).
This is a free service for carers registered with us. Read more here.

Our Digital Champions Service – Help with digital, IT and doing things online, for
carers
Our Digital Champions Service offers 1-1 sessions to provide help for carers with things
like email, browsing the internet, Zoom meetings, shopping, social media, apps on their
mobile – if they need it.
You can now refer a registered carer directly to this service, if they can’t access it
themselves, here.
These are remote sessions over the telephone or via Zoom, and we’ll help the carer with
Zoom if they need it.
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Reminder about our 'Stay Well This Winter' campaign
We launched our Winter campaign, aimed at unpaid friend and family carers, via radio,
press, magazines, digital and social media, in mid-November.
The core messages were:
•
•
•

Be protected: Consider boosting your immunity with the flu and Covid-19
vaccines.
Be healthy: Contact us for ideas on how to make time for yourself and stay
connected.
Be prepared: Plan for events which may affect your caring role and find out if
you can get financial support to keep you well and warm.

If you have any questions, or would like to know more about the campaign, please
contact steve.gumbrell@carerssupport.org.uk.
Find out more on our website here.

How to refer unpaid family and friend carers to us
We know you meet, work with, or recognise unpaid carers as part of your everyday
activity.
It might be helpful to know that recent Carers Support primary research revealed the
top three challenges carers may have (or are likely to have) experienced, are:
•
•
•

Feelings of stress
Managing their own physical and mental health
Not being able to take time away from caring

We can help with all these scenarios, and are already working with some partners to do
so, using the following approach:
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1. Identifying the unpaid carers they are in contact with
2. Referring them to a carer organisation
3. Supporting carers in all discussions and helping planning for the future
You can refer a carer online through our website here. If you and your team would like
some training in recognising unpaid carers, contact us today on 0300 028 8888 to
arrange a convenient time for you.

Find out about the services we offer unpaid family and friend carers
As you’ll know, being a carer comes with many different challenges.
We have a range of services that can help support carers, from counselling and access to
relaxation therapies, to a Carer Wellbeing fund, Support Groups and Carer Response
Line.
To see the full range of services, visit our website here.

Carers Support West Sussex Festive period opening times
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We will have slightly different opening times over the Festive period.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday 22nd December – 9am-7pm
Thursday 23rd December – 9am to 5pm
Friday 24th December – 10am to 2pm
Saturday 25th, Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th December – Closed
29th, 30th and 31st December – 10am to 2pm
Saturday 1st January – Closed
Monday 3rd January – Closed

Have you thought about working for Carers Support?
As a local charity, we are always on the lookout for talented individuals who would love
to work in a role supporting family and friend carers.
Working for Carers Support is a very rewarding experience, with our last staff poll
reporting that 100% of staff felt that they have a positive impact on peoples' lives. We
particularly welcome applications from people with caring responsibilities and / or from
diverse backgrounds and cultural communities. With 70% of our workforce also holding
a caring role, we like to think we are not only a responsible employer but can express
true empathy to those we set out to support.
Find out more about our current opportunities here.

Thank you as ever for reading our news. We hope you’ve found it helpful.
Best wishes, Sonia Mangan, Chief Executive
Contact us today if you have any questions:
0300 028 8888
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info@carerssupport.org.uk
www.carerssupport.org.uk (*Visit our website to access the online chat)

Email dated 08.12.2021 from NALC
NALC Newsletter

NALC speech at Future Communities
Cllr Sue Baxter, NALC chair gave a keynote speech on
2 December 2021 at the Future Communities
2021 online conference.

New blog: Eden Project Communities
After nearly two years of restrictions, The Big
Lunch Jubilee 2022 is just what communities need to
rebuild the nations’ confidence to connect.

New blog: Breakthrough Comms
Breakthrough Communications talk about how local
councils can make communications a strategic
function.

The new issue of LCR is out now!
Packed with inspiring and helpful articles for local
councils: profiles, a youth engagement special, advice
from BHIB Councils Insurance, and much more!

Email dated 08.12.2021 from Neighbourhood Watch
December Our News - The Neighbourhood Watch Newsletter For Supporters
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December Our News - The Neighbourhood Watch
Newsletter For Supporters

OUR NEWS December 2021
The December newsletter for Neighbourhood Watch supporters across England and
Wales can be read here.
This edition features pieces on our amazing partnerships with Patlock and ERA, the
Neighbourhood Watch Community Grants Fund, Neighbour of the Year Awards 2021,
the success of Park Hall Area Neighbourhood Watch using WhatsApp, how to make
sure we all #ShopKind this season, working towards ending men’s violence against
women, and much more.
So dive into December’s edition of OUR NEWS here.
Best wishes,
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NETWORK, Central Support Team
Follow us.. ourwatch.org.uk / Facebook / Twitter / Instagram / LinkedIn
Neighbourhood Watch Network is a charity registered in England & Wales, CIO no:
1173349

To reply or forward this email please use the buttons below or these links: Reply, Rate, Forward / Share.

____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 08.12.2021 from Sussex Police
Do the Right Thing
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Yesterday I launched my Do the Right Thing
campaign to encourage men to recognise public
sexual harassment and inappropriate behaviour and
give them the confidence and skills to safely call it
out when they witness it.
From a survey I conducted earlier this year I know
that women and girls across our county want to see
the onus to tackle sexual harassment placed on
men. While the vast majority of men would never
condone or carry out such behaviours there are still a
distressing number who do.
The aim of this campaign is to encourage all men to
challenge their friends and colleagues who may cross
the line. Perhaps your friend has told an
inappropriate joke, shared an explicit photo, or wolf
whistled at a woman on a night out? These things
may seem harmless or a bit of fun, but I would
encourage anyone to consider how they would feel if
the target of that attention was their partner, sister
or mother. You can view the initial campaign video
on YouTube.
We all have a responsibility to call out misogyny, violence and abuse but that’s not always
easy and some may lack the confidence to take that first step. Part of the new campaign will
be offering free bystander training, enabling participants to recognise these behaviours and
understand their impacts, as well as learn and practise safe ways to challenge them. You can
find out more information and sign up for the training on my Safe Space Sussex website.

Will you Do the Right Thing?
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I'm delighted that my campaign has the backing of Sussex celebrities: musician Norman
Cook (Fatboy Slim), actor John Simm, author Peter James and sportsman Tymal Mills have all
recorded videos to call on men to Do the Right Thing. These will be released via my social
media accounts during the course of this week.
England and Sussex Sharks Cricket player Tymal Mills told me: “There’s no shame in
admitting that it can be hard to call people out, especially if they’re mates, but it’s really
important that we challenge unacceptable behaviour as part of our responsibility to make
women and girls feel safe.
“Doing the right thing doesn’t have to mean making a big deal. Just having a quiet word to
remind someone of how they could be making someone feel can make a huge difference.
“The Do the Right Thing campaign is a brilliant initiative, and I am very proud to be
involved.”
It's not just individuals who can get involved. If you represent a business you can show your
support for the campaign by signing up for the bystander training, or by registering your
premises as a designated Safe Space for people to go to if they feel threatened or at risk of
harm. It will then be included on my soon to launch Safe Space Sussex app which will direct
those at risk to available safe spaces nearby.
Sexual violence against women and girls needs to end. I don't want to have to have the
same conversation with my future grandchildren about how to keep themselves safe that
my mother had with me. Please commit to Do the Right Thing by watching the campaign
film and signing up for your free bystander training today.

Katy Bourne, Sussex Police & Crime Commissioner
____________________________________________________________________________
Email dated 06.12.2021 rom Sussex Police
Horsham Weekly News and Appeals
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Horsham Weekly News and Appeals

News and appeals
Man sentenced for child sex assault at Shoreham Air Show
A West Sussex man has been given a seven-year prison sentence for sexually
assaulting a young girl at an air show 18 years ago.
David Conrad, 57, of Pepper Lane, Ashurst, was sentenced at Brighton Crown Court
on 18 November, having been convicted of indecent assault on the girl, then aged
eight, while they were spectators at the Shoreham Air Show in August 2003.
He will also serve a further year on extended prison released licence and will be a
registered sex offender indefinitely.
For information on how to report sexual offences and the services available, see the
Sussex Police website.
To read more please click on the link or go to our website.
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/court-results/man-sentenced-forchild-sex-assault-at-shoreham-air-show/
Police launch winter crackdown on drink and drug-drivers
Motorists are being warned that there are no excuses for drink or drug-driving as
police launch an annual Christmas crackdown.
Drink and drug-driving is one of the most common causes of collisions which result in
death or serious injury on our roads.
But hundreds of drivers in Sussex continue to be arrested each month, and give a
variety of excuses for being over the limit behind the wheel.
So from December 1 to January 1, Surrey Police and Sussex Police will have officers
dedicated to preventing and detecting incidents of drink and drug-driving. This is in
addition to the routine roads policing work carried out 365 days a year.
In keeping with previous campaigns, anyone arrested during this period and
convicted will be identified on our website and social media channels as a
deterrent.
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Do the right thing and arrange an alternative and safe way home.
The consequences of drink or drug-driving could include:
Killing or seriously injuring yourself or someone else;
A minimum 12-month ban;
An unlimited fine;
A possible prison sentence;
A criminal record, which could affect your current and future employment;
An increase in your car insurance costs;
Trouble travelling to countries such as the USA.
If you know someone is driving while over the limit or after taking drugs, call 999.
You can also contact the independent charity Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111.
The campaign is being supported by the Sussex Safer Roads Partnership.
To read the full story, please click on the link or go to our website.
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/force-news/police-launch-wintercrackdown-on-drink-and-drug-drivers/
Police seize 496 weapons and make 41 arrests during knife crime week of action
Hundreds of dangerous weapons have been taken off the streets of Sussex during a
dedicated week of action to tackle knife crime.
Police forces across the country took part in Operation Sceptre - a national campaign
of education and enforcement aimed at tackling knife crime and serious violence from November 15 to November 21.
In Sussex, officers seized 496 weapons - 145 in West Sussex, 96 in Brighton and Hove,
and 255 in East Sussex - through a combination of amnesty bins, weapon sweeps and
stop searches.
Police conducted 195 stop searches and made 41 arrests during the week of action,
as well as engaging with more than 3,000 people on the dangers and consequences of
knife crime.
In West Sussex, the operation saw officers seize quantities of drugs as well as knives,
including a block of heroin in Worthing with an estimated value of £6,000.
Other seizures include a knife from a 16-year-old boy by officers patrolling
Littlehampton railway station, and a knife from a man in Southwick who was
threatening to harm himself. He was safeguarded and referred to support agencies as
a result of the intervention.
Test purchases were also carried out at 22 businesses, all of which passed.
School and college inputs also led to more than 1,000 children and young people
receiving educational visits from neighbourhood youth officers.
To talk to someone anonymously, contact the independent charity Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111. You can contact the police online or by calling 101 – always dial 999 in
an emergency.
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To read more on this story, please click on the link or go to our website.
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/news/police-seize-496-weaponsand-make-41-arrests-during-knife-crime-week-of-action/
Sussex Police celebrates International Volunteer Day – a year like no other
Sunday 5th December, International Volunteer Day, we celebrate the incredible
efforts of more than 500 volunteers at Sussex Police.
Chief Constable Jo Shiner said: “I am humbled and amazed on a daily basis by the
work that our volunteers do, unpaid, and often unseen.
“Their efforts are truly appreciated, and I know that without many of our volunteers,
our communities would be worse off, and less protected.
“The range of volunteer responsibilities, and efforts is incredible, and the way in
which our volunteers go about it, with professionalism, enthusiasm and relentless
commitment is admirable. Thank you for everything you do.”
We are proud of our volunteers who include Special Constables, Police Support
Volunteers (PSVs), Volunteer Police Cadets and their leaders. Our volunteers also
work across a wide range of areas in Sussex and include chaplains, Sussex Search
Team, Community Speedwatch and Independent Custody Volunteers.
We would like to thank our partner agency volunteers who support policing in a wide
range of activities across Crimestoppers, Sussex Resilience Forum and Citizens Advice
Witness Service.
To read more about the stories from our volunteers including Yasmine Walters,
Daryl Holter and Julie Rainey please click on the link or go to our website.
https://www.sussex.police.uk/news/sussex/news/force-news/sussex-policecelebrates-international-volunteer-day--a-year-like-no-other/

Crime summary
Brighton Road, Lower Beeding – between 0950hrs and 1430hrs 30th November, a
catalytic converter was stolen from a Honda Jazz. Cad 0855 30/11/21.
Brighton Road, Lower Beeding – between 1000hrs and 1505hrs 30th November, a
catalytic converter was stolen from a Ford Focus. Cad 0241 01/12/21.
Hammerpond Road, Plummers Plain – between 1000hrs 26th November and
0900hrs 30th November, items were stolen from an insecure shed. Cad 0773
03/12/21.
Brighton Road, Lower Beeding – between 1040hrs and 1505hrs 30th November, a
catalytic converter was stolen from a Mazda car. Cad 0734 02/02/21.
Church Lane, Plummers Plain – between 1045hrs and 1600hrs 30th November, a
catalytic converter was stolen from a Lexus car. Cad 1391 04/12/21.
Other - Please note that the front office at Horsham police station will be closed this
Thursday, 9th December. We are sorry for any inconvenience.
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Help us keep Sussex safe
If you saw or heard anything, or have any information about any incident in this
message please contact us online, email us at 101@sussex.pnn.police.uk or call 101,
quoting the reference number provided.
Alternatively you can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers, anonymously,
on 0800 555 111, or online at www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Email dated 06.12.2021 from Rural Services Network
Rural Bulletin

RSN Response to the Adult Social Care White Paper
In our initial response to the Social Care White Paper which we issued the day after the White
Paper was published, the Rural Services Network welcomed the ambition of the Government in the
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Social Care White Paper ‘People at the Heart of Care’. In particular we agreed with the Social Care
Minister Gillian Keegan who stated in her speech, “We cannot be serious about Levelling Up unless
we are also serious about social care”.
However, we expressed concern about whether the Government will be able to deliver on their
promises and fix the broken system...

Read more...

Net Zero Strategy Rural Lens

Cyclist deaths soar on rural
roads in England

Views sought on transport
plan for Essex, Norfolk and
Suffolk

Drug strategy to tackle
300,000 problem users, says
PM

Rural retirees ‘can end up in
unsuitable, unsafe homes’

New social care plans risk
backlash over failure to tackle
England’s winter crisis

A lifeline for your local bank?

Farmers in England to be paid
for looking after soil health
from next year

Rural Related Politics - An
RSN weekly review

Last week, the Government released its long awaited White Paper on Social Care. Full of promises, but
perhaps light on commitment in terms of actual funding for rural local authorities to address their current
issues with social care provision.
Read our response in our feature article
We are anticipating the release of the Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement before the
Christmas recess and will be exploring it in detail to see whether Government will be recognising the
additional costs of service delivery in rural areas.
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The Rural Services Network are delighted to welcome the
ACS (the Association of Convenience Stores) to
membership of the Rural Services Partnership (RSP)
ACS is the voice of over 17,000 rural shops, supporting our members through effective lobbying,
comprehensive advice and innovative networking opportunities.
Find out more here!

The December Rural Economy Spotlight
Read the latest edition of the Rural Economy Spotlight here

Looking for funding for your local project
or community group? Read the
latest edition of the Funding Digest here

Read the latest Government
Consultations that may be relevant to
rural communities here

Member Insights is the place to discover
the statistics that define communities
within our membership
Visit the Members Insights here

Find out about our campaign for fairer
funding for rural areas here
This includes our work on the Local
Government Finance Settlement
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